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MY DEAR PARISHIONERS, 

n[?H£ little Tdlttine whieh I now put into your 
haiid6y.ha8 no pretensions to novelty of argu-^ 
fluent or <^ iHustratioii. My object is, in a 
plain way to call your attention to certain im- 
portant doctrines^ whicb^ as members of the 
Cbnrdi of England, yon all acknowledge ; and 
to point out the practical eflfects which real be- 
lief in these doctrines ought to produce upon 
your hearts and conduct. You were IcNig since 
taught, that the chief Articles of Faith are^ be- 
lief in God the Father who created; in Gkxl 
the- Son who redeemed; and in God the Holy 
Ohost whovsanetifiedi yon. These are the doc^ 
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trines which I here wish to impress upon your 
minds. And suice we can neither believe nor 
do any thing well withbat the grace of God, I 
have added five Sermons on some of the prin* 
cipal means of obtaining that grace, and of re* 
newing and strengthening within yoa firm reli- 
gious principles. From such principles, observ- 
ance of the duties of social life will follow in 
some measure as a matter of course. Permit 
me to hope, that you will peruse this little 
volume with seriousness and attention, particu- 
larly at those seasons to which the discourses 
which it contains are particularly appropriate : 
-r-the Sermon on Redemption,. on Good Friday; 
that on the Holy Spirit, on Whit Sunday ; and: 
^at on Judgment, in the season of Adventi^ 
To the discourse on the Baptismal Vow, I 
humbly request the attention of all; but espe* 
irially that of pitrentSy when they bring a child 
to be baptized; and that of Jthose, who by sick«? 
pess or any other affliction are solemnly admo^ 
nished /* to remember the profession Which 
<* they made unto God in their Bapii^p/^ The 
times in which we live^ jind^ my persuasion of 
the justness of the claims of the ; ministerial 
office to attention .and respiect) induced ine 
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to add the Sermon an the Cbriatitfi Prkit* 
hood. 

That this volume may through the Divine 
bleating be the humble means of preserving a 
sense of rdigion upon your minds in this worlds 
and of promoting your happiness in the world 
to come, is the sineere wish and prayer of 



Your affectionate Pastor, 

EDWARD BEREN& 
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TAITH. 



^ Cob. xiii. 5. 

Ejpamine yminrives whether jfe be in the fakh ; 
prove your awn selves. 

I 'KNOW not any admonition in the 
.Scriptures which has a stronger claim to 
our attention, thui that which calls upon 
us, to examine' ourselves whether we be 
in the faith. 

In discoursing oh this subject, it is my 
intention, First, to speak of the necessity 
of Faith ; Secondly, to point out certain 
marks or tokens, by which we may judge, 
^eidier we are in the Fiaith or opt ; iand, 
Thirdly^ to mention some of the means of 
incieasiiag and strengdiening Faith. 
': By Faidi, I mean that strong belief of 
the truths revealed to us in the wonipf 
Godj. which disposes us to perform what is 
there commanded ;—*such belief, particu^t 
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2 . Faith. 

larly, of those doctrines, which are shortly 
brought together in the Apostles' Creed. 

I. The necessity of feith is self-evident; 
for there can be no religion at aU without 
faith. ^' He that cometh to God must be- 
*' lieve that he is, and that he is the re- 
" warder of them that diligently seek him'.'' 
The purpose of religion is, to teach us how 
to please God ; but, " without faith it is 
" impossible to please him**." It appears 
that the object which God had in view, 
when he made a revelation of himself to 
the world, was the deliverance of men 
from a state of sin, and consequently of 
misery and death, and the leading them on 
to holiness of living and happiness. The 
attainment of this object, was one great 
reason why he sent his Son down upon 
earth; for he came, weare told, to " purify 
'^ unto himself a peculiar people zealous 
" of good works®;" he came to teadi us 
to ^' deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
'^ and to live soberly, righteously, and 
" godly in this present world*.** Ih order 

• Heb. xi. 6. * Ibid. • Titus ii. i4k 

* iitua ii. 12. 
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to be thus zealous of good works, in osder 
to live thus soberly, righteousfy, and godly, 
the corruption of man's nature must be sub- 
dued, its bent or bias to evil must be over* 
come, some pf his strongest passions and 
appetites and desires must be resisted and 
denied. To prevail upon him to do this, 
very powerfiil motives are necessary ; and 
such motives, the most powerful and pre* 
vailing possible, are suppUed by faith. 
^^ ("aith,'' says the apostle, ^' is the sub- 
*< st^ce of things hoped for, and the evi- 
^* dence of things not seen* ;" that is, a 
lively feith " gives such a reality, certainty, 
^' and present being, to things hoped for 
" and yet to come, as if they were visibly 
" seen and actually enjoyed ^'^ Such 
fkith alarms our fears on the one hand, by 
Ae threatening of never-ending torments, 
and invites our hopes on the other, by the 
promise of eternal happiness : and, by the 
contemplation of the awful humiliation of 
the Son of God, and of his dreadful suffer- 
ings for oiur sake, excites a hatred of sin, 
and enforces obedience and holiness of 

*Heb.xi. 1. fBnrkitt. 
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4 Faith. 

living by the strongest motives to thahk<- 
fulness and love. Indeed, so essential is 
(kith to genuine holiness of living, that 
(as we are taught by the Scriptures, and 
f]x>m them by our- Church) no works^ 
however fair they may be in outward 
appearance, are really good and accept- 
able to God, unless they proceed from 
a principle of faith, Conduct or actions, 
proceeding entirely from worldly views 
and motives, must not look beyond this 
world for their recompense. They have 
their reward, if they have it at all, herej 
and h^e only. As they have nothing to 
do with the motives, ^o they have nothing 
to do with the promises of religion. 

But farther ; the necessity of faith ap- 
pears most strongly, from the consideration, 
that feith is the instrument or condition of 
our justification. As sinners, (and if we 
say that we are not sinners, we naay be sure 
that we deceive ourselves, and that the 
truth is not in us ;) — as sinners, I say, we 
are. liable to GkxFs wrath and condemna- 
tion. Now, if we at all believe the word of 
God, we must know, that we have no well- 
grounded liope of escaping that condemna- 
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tion, excepting what we derive from ^e 
atonement made by the death of his Son. 
The benefits, however, of that atonement 
(in the case of those at least to whom the 
Gospel is preached) are extended to those 
only who beUeve in it, to those only who 
hByeJaith. Hence it is that justification is 
by the Scriptures, and firom the Scrip- 
tures by our Church, attributed to faith; 
by which word they mean, not a barren 
speculative assent of the understandings 
but a belief which ha$ effect on the heart, 
by producing holy dispositions and affec- 
tions ; and on the conduct, by producing 
good works ; — ^faith^ in short, which work-- 
eth by iove^ love both to God and man. 

Since therefore faith is so necessary; 
since without faith there can be no real 
religion ; since fiiith is so essential to good 
works and holiness of living ; since with- 
out fiiith it is impossible to please God, 
impossible to be jtistified; die enquiry 
whether we are in the faith, becomes of 
the very, gf^test importance. AUotir Tae^ 
theQ, my fiiends, to adopt the admonition 
of the apostle, and anxiously and earnestly 
to exhort you to .'^ exan^ine yourselves, 

b3 



6 Faith. 

«* whether ye be in the faith/' There are, 
it is possible, in existence some of those 
fools who say in their hearts, that there is 
no God, and are even daring enough to 
avow their mad unbelief with tiheir lips. 
There are others, who while they profess 
to believe in God, yet refuse to believe in 
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. To 
such men I am not now speaking. You 
profess and call yourselves Christians ; and 
not only Christians in general, but mem- 
bers of the Church of England. As such, 
you take part in the Church-service, and 
join in saying the Apostles* Creed. But 
allow me to ask ; may there not be some 
among you, who have never paid attention 
to the several articles of which that Creed 
consists ? who have never considered what 
they mean by the words which they use } 
who, having been bom in a Christian coun- 
try, of Christian parents, take it for granted 
that they are Christians as a matter of 
course, without considering seriously whe- 
ther they are Christians in realily, or only 
in name and profession ? Permit me then 
to ask you, do you really bdieve what you 
say you believe ? Are you really persuaded 
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of the truth of tibese leading articles of 
fidth ; and does your belief shew itself to 
be real, by the effects which it produces on 
your hearts and lives ? These are certainly 
very important questions ; but important 
and obvious as diey are, I fear that there 
may be some, whose consciences can not 
give them an answer of peace. To what 
are justly considered as the chief articles in 
the Creed, I mean to call your attention 
hereafter : but try yoursdves ,by any one 
of the plainest and most acknowledged doc- 
trines of religion ; take, for instance, the 
immortality of the soul, and a future state 
of rewards and punishments ; do ypu 
leally believe in these things? are you 
really persuaded that after death you will 
come to life again, and exist for ever, eith^ 
in happiness or in misery? Certainly if 
you really do believe this, it oi^ht to have 
an infli^nce upon every part of your con* 
duct. It might well be expected, that the 
thoughts of a future state would never be 
long out of your head. The alternative, 
whether we shall he for ever happy in the 
presence of Grod, or whether \ye shall be 
iot thousands jind thqusands of years — xo 

b4 
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Ahh STBENiTY— ^oraimttd with Uie devil 
wd his angds in that sad &e which aeviap 
shall be quenehsd, is an akemative so 
awfully serious, that it should se»n in^ 
possible to be indifibent about it, iinpos* 
sible not to think of it often, impossiUe 
not to live with a constant view to it; 
But. is this the case with us? Are tbs^ 
none who are careless about rd^ion, ^^bo 
appear to be indifferent as to what may 
become of them in another world ? Can 
we consicter such men as really bdUeviilg ? 
Suppose, like the martyr Stephen, you 
saw heav^ op^aed and Jesus steindiiQ^ 
at the right hand of God, and that you 
were allowed actaiiaUy to bdiold the gloiy 
and happiness of that blessed plaoe^ would 
you not widh and strive to be admitted 
there? Or suppose, on the other hsoid— ^ 
dr^adfiil as the suf^xisition is — ^yet mtp* 
pose, that you actually saw the miseries 
of the cpndemned ; that you beheld that 
horrible place, of which our Lcml says^, 
the fire never shall be qu^idied ; suppose 
you saw die wr^ched gaulty tcMmenfed in 
that flame, and witnessed their weqnng 

•. Mark ix* 49, ftc 
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nod imiiki^ fUMi giiMlUng of teeA ! woidd 
BOt the sj^ht prerail upon you to leave 
your sins, and to try to work out your 
salvation with ftar and trembling; to be 
religious in good earnest ? But remamber, 
tb^ '^ &i1h is the evidence of things not 
^< seen/' and ought to have the saine effiset 
upon us. A man who really believes in 
heav^i and heU, will naturally wirii and 
toy — tx^ in good earnest — ^tp obtain the 
OII0, and avoid the other. 

All the concerns c^ common life are 
oanied on by a sort of feith. Why does 
the merchant leave the wife of his bosom, 
wd the endeannents of his children, and 
the coa^rts of his home, and encount^ 
haidi^ps and dimger in cMstant lands? 
Because he believes that his adventure wiH 
be fas hi^ advants^, and will increase his 
wealth siikI the means of future eigoyment. 
Why 4Qes die fanner rise early, and late 
^il^ fest, and eat the bread of carsfulness, 
Hfftd spend laige sums of money in tilling 
and imparii^ the ground? Because he 
believes that a harvest will come, which 
will repay all that he has laid out with 'm^ 
crease. Why does tb^ ^i^wer bear die 

B 4 



10 Fakk. 

burden and heat of tiie day, and spend 
hia atrengdi in die cultivation of anodier 
man's fidd? Because he believes diat 
at the week's end he shall receive his 
wages. If we realty believe in a ifuture 
state, ought not our belief to have a like 
^flfect upon us ? If ire really believe in the 
kingdom of heaven, shall we not regsord it 
as a pearl of great price, which well de- 
serves diat we should, if it is necessary, 
part with every thing in order to obtain it*? 
If we really believe that he, who in good 
earnest worketfa die woric of God, who ^es 
eealously, in rdiance on God's grace, to 
lead a holy life, shall gadia- fruit unto life 
eternal ; wiO not such belief induce tis to 
labour as steadily and earnestly at Jeast as 
those who woit for earthly veages ? If in. 
stead of reganfing the care of die soul as 
die one diing needftd, we attend to it but 
litde, or not at aH ; if, instead of ** seeking 
'^^ the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
** ness in the first place*," we seek the 
good diings of this worid, or the gratifica- 
tion of our own lusts, or appetites, or 

- » Mutt xtil. 46. ' Matt. vL S3. 
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&ncies» befoie and more tfian tbe ki^g* 
dom of heaven ; suiely we shew that our 
profession of faith is a mere prince, or 
that, at the best, our fitith is. misepiMy 
weak* 

Perhaps this part of the i^ul^t in^y be 
placed in a stronger point of view, if we 
are somewhat more particular, and shortly 
mQect upon some of the peculiar prcqpertie^ 
or offices of &ith. Qne of its properties 
is, that it enables us to overcome the 
world ; ^^ this is the victcnry that overcMi^ 
«f edi the work}, even our fidth^/^ Now 
pcmsider senqjusly, have jqu^ my fikods, 
pyercom^ the world, or does die world 
0verc<»ne you ? You renounced the pcMups 
and vanity of the world 9t your b^^iitisvi* 
If, notwithstanding ttus ranuncisg^n, yon 
fo fitr atb^d to tiiea^ ppiapsttnd vamties as 
to neglect any of the duties of region; or 
if you are so fiur carefiil and troubled abiMit 
the bjusinesscof the woiU, or the wodL of 
youi' calling, as to negloet die care c^ybur 
mollis, you tare wwting in fidth. Soje^^ain 
jou.sh^ a cosimtdfy/WBXtt ,61 iUth, if the 
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fear oi being ku^lied at by the worid^ Hie 
fear of bdng called righteous over-mudi, 
deters you fiom what you know to be your 
duty. Or do you say, tibat you widh to be 
rdigious,but^ttfaetemptationswhich you 
meet with are too strong for you to resist? 
Recollect, that if you ^< take the shield of 
^* feith,^' you will be able with it <' to quench 
** all the fieiy darts/^ diat is, to overcome 
aU die temptations, ^' of tbe devil' ;'^ and 
«« that aH things are possible to him diat 
"bdieveth/' 

Again, " true imth workedi by love".'* 
If you are destitute of k)ve to God, if you 
«tf!9 fraBtiag in love and goodwill to man, 
ifyHii: Qourish' in your bosdnte any fe^ngs 
of enyy, hatred, or malice, your ftith is 
inpeffect and weak. 

In rimt, as I remaifced near the begin^ 
Bmg'of this (fiaeourse, a good life, g€ai«al 
hdiness of tiling, is die prl^per oAprinig df 
te^ finth. St. Peter bids us to>« add to our 
^ fiath^vktue,'* St, Paul char^ tl^nt drift 
««bave beli^cd to be cardid lo niaiiitlilk 
«' good wwks".'^ St. Jattias eKkoMs ifef* to 

* SplMh ri. 16. . *GsL V.«. • Tk. «!.•. 
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^« ihew our ftitfa by our worics V and 
suies us diiat ^^fidth without woiks ig 
" dead'.^* If we are devoid erf virtue, if 
we^stfe mt carefiil to maintiun good worits, 
to lead a good life, we may be atue^ eidier 
diat we have no real fititfa, or diat our 
fiiith, if it exist at all, is weak and nigh 
unto death. 

Take heed, my bredirra, I cannot too 
etanestly exhort and beseedi you, to ^< take 
*^heed, lest ttia^e be in miy of you an evil 
*' heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
^^ living God^/^ If, upon ^^ examinitag 
^^ yourselves whether ye be in the fiddi,^ 
you, find reason to fear' that you are not, 
ot that, at least, your feidi is^ sadiy weak 
vd defective, lose not a moment, I b^ 
you, in seeking to obtain tibat, which is so 
essential to, your salvation^ Endeavour, 
m rdiance upcm God^s hd^, to remove or 
subdue wfaafeevw .wilhin you is l&ely to 
pcevent the growdi of feith. . Unbdfef is 
genatatty the feidt ef the heart, mther than 
of the head. Men often do net believe, 
because thqr will m#. ^' Ye witt not 

« 3§am iL 16. » James II. SO. « Hib.fii. 1^ 
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'' come onto me,'' iaid oitf Saviour, «' that 
«« ye mig^t have life ;'' «« men love darkness 
^^ mtber dian light, because their deeds 
'< are evil. He that doe^ evil hateth the 
'^ light, neither com^ to the light, lest 
^' his deeds should be rqNx>ved^'' Men 
fonaietiiaes refuse to believe, or, at Jeast, to 
pay attention to the main doctrines of 
rdigion, because they know, that those 
doctrines reprove their present course of 
life, and would make thrai uneasy if ttey 
continued give way to their lu9^ and 
appetites. In sh^yrt, ^ iii^e^ agamst i^li- 
gion, because religion is against liiem. 

Above all, strive to root out iS^om your 
heart all pride ^ad vwuty. Pride is the 
greatest hindrance possible to feith. One 
of the characteristics of pride i$, that it ex- 
alts itself against God^ and pievcmts men 
from suhmkting to the humblk^ doctrine 
of the Gospel, Vanity, and an exoesriive 
love of the pmise erf men, has a Ube «ia» 
dency. « How can ye bdieve,'' says our 
Lpid, "who reerive himour ofte erf ani* 

^ John ill. 19, m . 
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** other^and sedc not &e honow that 
**ctkofGodonly».^^ 

Having) by divine aid» nmowei these and 
other obstacles, to the gmivth of ftitb, yo« 
must make constant use of the appoiated 
means fbr its cultivation and inoieaseu One 
of the chief of these is attention to the holy 
Scriptures. ^^ Faith cometh by hearing, an^ 
••hearing by the word of God*/^ The 
Scriptufes contain all that we aie of ne- 
cessity required to believe. Be dilig^it 
di^refiire in seaK^hing the Scriptures, . in 
attending to the word of God» whether 
read or preadied, and make it the ginde 
and rule both of your fidth and practice*. 

Partaking of the Lord's Supper is an- 
odier efficacious mean of increasing and 
sirengthening faith, to which we ought 
constantiy to have recourse. 

Faith is the gift of God, and one of the 
distinguishing graces of the Holy Spirit. 
From him we should seek it in fervent and 
persevering prayer; fervent and persevei^ 
ing, as proceeding from a heart, whidi 
knows that it is undone, if it obtains not 

"Jolmy. 44. *Roio. x.l7. 
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what it asks. We diould say with the 
afflicted fether in St. Mark, '^ Lord, I be> 
.M Ikfve, help thou mine unbelief":** or 
with, the apostles, ^^ Lord, increase, our 
*'feith*/* 

Being thus, by the aid of the Spirit ci 
God, grcMUided and established in tbe &ith ; 
9xA shewing our fiiith to be red and active, 
by the eflfects which it produces upon our 
temper and conduct ; we shall at l^o^h^ 
through the merits and death of Christ, 
^^ reoeiire the end of our fidth, eren the .sa}«* 
'* vjition pf our souls V* shall be admitted 
into that abode of blessedness, where fiiUh 
shaU be termmated in sight, and hope in 
iievar-^enc^g e^jojnoaent. 



^Markix.«4. 'Lukexvii. 5. riPet.lg* 
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BSLIEF IN GOD THX FATtfBR« 

Titus 1.16. 

Thof profess that th^ know God, but in works 

they deny him. 

Having discoursed to you upon the 
necessity of faith in general, and upon 
some of its properties^ some of the marks 
by which we may be enabled to jtidge» 
whether it exists in us in reality or only in 
pretence ; I now wii^ to direct your atten- 
tion more particularly to the great article 
of faith, Belief in God; and to the 
practical effects, which such belief ought 
to produce on our Conduct. 

Belief in God, is the first principle, the 
foundation, of all reUgion. ^^Hethatcometh 
^^ to God must first believe that he is*/' 

Whether the idea of a God is implanted 
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120 Belief in God the Father. 

'* work of God's. jSngen, the mooa and the 
^^ stanwhich he has ordained';'' orwhedier 
we turn our attention to the members and 
motions of our own bodies, and reflect how 
fearfully and wondeijfully we are tnade ; or 
whether we contemplate the meanest insect 
that crawls on the earth, or the humblest 
plant that grows, our minds must be equally 
led to admire the power, and the wisdom, 
and the goodness, of the Creator. . 

I am fully p^fsuaded, my friends, that 
you all acknowledge these things ; I am 
persuaded, that you are sensible that it is 
the fb6l, and the fool. only,'who can say in 
his heart. There is no ilod; I am pemuad^* 
that you. all profess .to believe in God thb 
Father Almighty, Maker of.hea^ 
YEN AND EARTH. Butdo youieally and 
truly believe in him? Do you Jbelieve in 
him such as he is represented in the Scrips 
tures? Does your beli^ shew itsdf to be 
real in your words, and in your actions? 
Suffer me, in two or three instances, to. call 
your attention to what is said of God. in 
the Scriptures, and to point out some of 
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the practical eflfects, which bdief in him 
ought to produce. I most earnestly b^ 
of you, as I proceed, to ask your own con- 
sciences, whether such eflects have been 
[Produced in you. 

The Scripture then represent God as 
being every where present, as seeing every 
diing that we do, hearing every word that 
passes our lips, and witnessing every 
thought of our hearts. ^' He that planted 
^^ the ear, ^all he not hear? or he that made 
"the eye, shall not he see«^ ?'* "He is about 
" our path, and about our bed, and spieth 
" out all our ways. If we say, Peradven- 
" ture die darkneiss shall cover us, then 
" shall our night be turned into day, for 
^^ the darkness is no darkness with God ; 
" the darkness and light to him are both 
** alike**.^' The s^one Scripture assures us, 
" that there is not a word in our tongue, 
" but God knoweth it altogether ; that he 
*^ understandeth our thoughts long before, 
"arid spieth out the secret thoughts and 
" intents of the h^rt*.'* They tell us, that 

' Psalm xdv. 9: ^ Psalm cxxxix. %, 10, 11. 
■B»iildicxsTiix.3> 1. 
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^^ the eyes of the Liord are in every place 
'* beholding the evil and the good*":^^ that 
<^ he is a God of judgments^' and ^^ by him 
^' actions are wdghed";^^ that ^^ the LcMl 
^^ alloweth the righteous, but the ungodly, 
^^ and him that delighteth in wickedness 
^' doth his soul abhor''/' 

Do we, my friends, seriously believe these 
things ? De we live; and do we speak, like 
men, who are sensible that they are conti* 
nually in the presence of God, that God 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity 
without displeasure? Consider how you 
act when in the presence of some man, to 
whom you look up with respect ; who, as 
you think, will blame or punish you, if you 
do or say any thing that is wrong. In the 
presence of such a person you would not 
be guilty of drunkenness, or indec^icy ; you 
would not steal, nor swear, nor in any way 
speak unadvisedly with your lips. And 
shall the presence of man, of a feUow-worm, 
make you thus guarded in your bdutviour, 
and shall not the pres^ce of the great 

^ Prov. XY. S. ^ Iflaitth xxx. IS. * J Stfm; ii. 3. 
• Pgaloi xi. 6. 
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God, in which you contiiiuaUy ave» have 
equal weight with you ? If a man is guilty 
of pilfering, or stealing, or any other sin, 
bec^Mise he thinks that no one's eye is 
upon him; or, if he gives way to fleshly 
lust, or any other wickedness, because he 
thinks the darkness shall cover him, he acts 
like an unbeliever. Thot^h he professes 
&at he knows God, he denies him in hi«i 
works. 

It is one of the marks of a good man 
diat ^'he sets the Lord alway before him^ ;'' 
tliat he lives with a constant view to his 
presence ; that the habitual feeling and lan- 
guage of his heart is, " thou God seest me/' 
And it is a mark of the wicked man, that 
^< God is not in all his thoughts^:'' he is 
represented as saying, ^^ the Lord shall not 
" see, neither shall the God of Jacob r^;ard 
" it^." Whichofthesecharacter8,myfnends, 
do we most resemble? Is God much in 
our thoughts, or do we think of him but 
little or not at all ? Are we preserved from 
sin by a sense of his presence, or do we 
speak and act, as if we believed that there 

* Psalm xvi. 9. ^ Paalai x. 4. 1 Psalm xciv. 7. 
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was no God to take notice of our ccm* 
duct? 

If we really bdieve that Grod's ey^ is 
continually upon us, certainly such bdi^ 
ought to make us guarded and circumspect 
in our actions, our words, and our thoughts. 
If we are not thus guarded, we have cause 
to fear that we are wanting in fiuth in the 
first great article of religion, that we be- 
lieve but imperfectly in God the Father 
Almigh^. 

It may here be proper to notice an 
error which is very dangerous, and I 
fear very prevalent. The error I mean of 
those men, who though they profess to be- 
lieve, and reaUy do believe, in God, yet 
imagine him to be so abundant in mercy, 
that he will not punish the sins of men, at 
least not the particular sins of which tbey 
themselves are guilty. They are truly 
taught that God is merciful and gracious, 
and therefore suppose that he will pass 
ovet their transgressions, even though they 
wilfiiUy persist in them ; especially if their 
transgressions are of such a nature, as not 
to be clearly and immediately i^yurioua to 
their neighbour, or not glaringly hurtful (o 
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the well-being of society. The mistaken 
courtesy, or, what is called good-nature, of 
the world encourages them in their error, 
and nourishes the persuasion that God will 
see no faults in men, who are nobody's 
enemies but their own. The Ministers 
of religion have too often reason to lament 
this fatal delusion. It repeatedly happens 
to us, when endeavouring to turn men from 
the evil of their doings, by setting be- 
fore them the terrors of the Lord, to 
hear them express their belief, that the 
threatenings of God's word would not be 
carried into eji^ecution. 

But consider, my fn^nds, that men who 
hold this idea, if they believe in God at all, 
do not believe in the God of the Scriptures, 
but in an idol of their own imaginations. 
The Scriptures indeed represent God as 
merciful and gracious, and, for the sate of 
his Son, forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and 9in to the truly penitent. But as he 
IS merciful, so is he also just and true; 
and both his truth and his justice appear 
to require the infliction of punishment, upon 
those who refuse to embrace his offer of 
mercy, and walk on still in their wicked* 

c 
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ness. He is spoklen of accordingly ^' as a' 
" colisutning fire*"*^ to the impenitent, as^ 
** a God who wffl by no means clear the 
•* guilty*/* as one, who will execute wratii 
upon every soul that do^ evil, and that 
refuses to turn fix>in the evil of his doings^ 
with hearty repentance, and lively faith in 
the merits of a Redeemer. I beg of you 
to believe, diat if a nian; in defiance of the 
Ihreatenings of God's word, " shall still 
•^ bless himself inf his heart, saying, I shaD 
" have peace, though I walk in the imaj^na^ 
" tioil of mine heart, to add drunkenness to 
thirst ; the Lord will Hot spare him, but 
then the anger of the Lord and his jea- 
lousy shall smoke against that man, and 
** all the curses that are written in the Scrip- 
^* tures shall be upon him*.'* If, in short, 
you sa far presume upon God's mercy, as 
to think that ybu may fearlessly continue 
m wilful sin; if you itnagine that he will 
so forget his justice and his truth, as that 
one event will happen unto all, and that 
•the wicked will not ^ fare worse than the 

. ' pent. iy. 94. Hcb. xiL «9. • Exod. xxxiv. 7. 
^ li>eut. xxix. 19. 20. 
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ri^hftebiB'; yott do Hot befieve in God as 
hci is reves^i^ ia the Bible; you caimot 
totisistieiitly ^ j^in in ^e Apostles^ Creed*; 
^foii^^iioi^i^yi I BtrufiYB ik Gob the 

FAtBER'A^lfliGB^Y, MaRSR OF BEA- 
TEN AND BA&tH, in the sense in which 
Hiat |>fy)fessiion ii^liiade by real Christians. 
One of 4he 'iMst intetesting features in 
Ihe ^ ^t^resentMidns winch the Scriptures 
^ve ofthe M^odt High, is bis providential, 
tm jfttfkeri^ eare^ of aU the works of his 
hlKnd». ! <We profess^^ to believe in God the 
Father jAthii%h)^:-^the Fadier in a pecu»< 
jsarsense of our lioed Jesus .Christ, and the 
JbAer d0o of ^tbeiwfade creation, and in 
pairtiauisar of man; ^mt Pother, as he giSf. 
tgabusly permits ui^ to^ €all bim. He not 
only^al'fis^niade evet^r living cueature, but 
ittifii cotitiiQiues^ tOr wdtch over and Ufpbold 
Ibelri \^ ^bsN wtird of his ^ower. He pr&. 
lierveAi botii^ nn^ and beasly wA ^^givetfi 
^ tbod td^ all iteshP^^^ /Jiolgr David say» of 
4ft^ bm«e -^^mtibn^ '( th€»g wtdt afl upon 
<<«i^Bhee^>fhat thion imi^est give^UiemHieat in 
^4hstt HMMotif lvlieni4ilbu givesfr it i^/em 
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'' they gather it, when thou openest thine 
«« hand they are filled with good'/' And 
with regard to ourselves, he is styled th^ 
Preserver of men; we are tokl that ^^ in him 
** we live, and move, and have our being/* 
We are assured that '^ they that fear the 
^* Lord shall want no manner of thing that 
^^ is good /' that he hath said, V^ I will never 
^^ leave thee nor forsake thee/' Surely^ 
my friends, if we believe these things, if we 
thus beheve in God the Father Almighty, 
it will have a strong t^idency to prevent 
our being over-anxious and careful about 
worldly tilings. It will induce us, in com* 
pliance with the admonition of our Saviour, 
to feel persuaded, that he who feeds the 
fowls of the air, and clothes the lilies of the 
field, will not neglect to take care of us. 

And thus also, wheu visited with afflic- 
tiiw, belief that he is our Father^ and that 
he is Almighty^ will prevent us from mur- 
muring and repining, ai^d induce us to syb* 
mit with resignation and cheerfulness to 
whatever he layeth upon us. The Scrip-^ 
tuies assure us, that ^^asi s^ father chast* 

« PaAlm <$iv. S7i ISS, 
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'* eneth his son, so the Lord our God chaste 
" eneth us^ ;'^ that " it is good for us to be 
** afflicted*;*^ that "he chasteneth us for 
" our profit'/* If we reaDy believe, tiiat 
whatever befals us, happens by the direc- 
tion or the permission of hiin, by whom, as 
our Lord assures us, " the hairs of our 
" head are all numbered*^,** happens by the 
win of God the father Almighty, we shall 
suflFer with meek resignation. We shall be 
disposed to say from our hearts, " it is the 
" Lord, let him do what seemeth him good*; 
" Lord, not my will, but thine be done*. 
If instead of thus submitting, we give way 
to murmuring, and repining, and discon- 
tent, is there not reason to fear that we do 
not firmly believe iii God^s providence ? 
Do we not, in some degree, deny by our 
behaviour the God whom we profess M 
acknowledge? 

The aposde says, " be carefiil for nothing, 
" but in ^very thing, by prayer and suppli- 
** cation, let your requests be made knotioi 
" unto God'."' And this naturally leadid 

7 Deat. viii. 6. * Psalm cxix. 71. * Heb. xii. 10. 
^ Matt. X. 30. « 1 Sam. iii. la * Luke xxii. 42. 
• PliU. iv. 6. 
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me to another observation^ which »» that 
the Scriptures, represent God as. being ft 
*' God who heareth prayer':^* If we beUeve 
this representation, we shall consider prayer 
not only as a duty, but as a glorious piivi* 
lege; weshall ^*continueinstantinprayer%'' 
and " watch unto the sam^ with all pe»e- 
*^ verance^;" we shall pray constantly and 
fervently in private, and shall be fiegtdar iit 
joining in the public prayers of theQiurch ; 
shall be *^ glad when they say imto us. We 
'* will go into the house of the Loid^'^ If, 
on the other hand, you n^lect to offer your 
supplicaticHis to the Most Hi^hi if you re^ 
strain prayer before God, you act decidedly 
in the spirit of those unbehevers^ who Bay ^ 
*^ What is the Afanighty, that we shoitld 
^^ serve him, or what profit shall we have if 
" we pray unto him'* ?*' And ndielher siich 
a person can truly and coii^tently say, 
that he.bdieves in God the Father AI- 
Biii^ty, judge ye. 

My fronds, let us '^ take heed, lest there 
^^ be. in any of us an evil hearts of mdbe- 

' PuOm Izy. S. ' Rom. xiL IjS. ^ Ephes. vi, 1& 
' Pflaloi cxxil. 1. ^ Job zxi. 15. 
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" li^f, in departing iro^n^the UTicg.God';'' 
and let us aJso beware most anxiously, th^t 
5* while we profess diat we know God, we 
t* do not deny him in ourworks ".^^ Letm^ 
hope that you all really do. beUeve in God 
Ihe Father Almighty. Epdeavour then 
yourselves, and pray to him to assist the 
endeavour^ to preserve upon your minds a 
constant recollection of him, a constant 
sense of his presence. Endeavour^ like 
David, to set the Lord always before you- 
Since '^ all things are naked and open to 
" the eyes of him, with whom we have to 
" do**,^' and even the secrets of our heart are 
not hidden from him, be very guarded and 
watchful in all your thoughts, words, and 
actions. Since he not only at first created, 
but still preserves and provides for you, 
and disposes of you and yours according 
to his good pleasure, resign yourselves en-" 
tirely to his will, and in all dispensations, 
however afflictive, try to say from your 
heart. Thy will be done. In short, if you 
really believe in God, that beUef will natu- 
rally induce you to Jear him ; and to iove 

^ Heb. iii. 12. « Tit. i. 16. » Heb. iv. 13. 
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him as much as you possiUy can, with atl 
your heart, mind, soul, and strength; it 
will lead you to worship him, to give him 
thanksy to put your whole trust in him, and 
to call upon him; it will induce you to ho^ 
nour his holy name and his word, and to 
serve him truly all the days of* your life. ' 
That we may thus believe in God the 
Father Almighty, and that our belief may 
produce these salutary effects, may God of 
his mercy grant, through Jesus Christ. 



SERMON III. 



BELIEF IN GOD THE SON. 
Ck>L. i. 14« 

In ivhem we have redemption through his bloody 
even the forgiveness of sins,- 

Next m importance to belief in God the 
Father, who made us and all the world, is' 
belief in '^God the Son, who hatfi redeemed 
** us and all mankind/^ It is from our pro* / 

feasion of this article of feith that we have 
the name of Christians; and it is of the utr- 
most consequence to us seriously to consi- 
der, what we really mean when we make 
this profession, and to reflect, wheth^ our 
lives in diis instance are answemble to the 
belief which we pretend tO: hold. You say 
then, diat you believe " in God the Son, 
** who redeemed you ;*^ and x^eri in die 
Church Service, ^id probably at other times 
also, speak of Christ, by the appellation of 
the Redeemer. What do you understand 
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by the expression? The proper meaning- 
of the word to redeem is to buy back. It 
is particularly used for setting Ifree a pri- 
soner or captive, by paying a price for his 
release. Let us consider now in what sense 
Christ is said to have redeemed us. 

The Scriptures both of the Old and 
New Testament constantly represent the 
natural state of man as a state of sin and 
death. It is necessary to dw^l a litde 
upon this point. As ** they that are whT>le 
*^ need not a j^^icnaV^ and; they Jhat 
think themselves wefl, wiILHDt.hofie ieemirse 
to one, so we, unless? we are sensible of oof 
spiritual danger, shall moHL be indueed to 
seek die meansof safe^; wedudLnothasre 
recourse to the Redacmerr unless we feek 
that we stand in need of being rederanoii. 

The necessity of redemption ^^^!AKSlS[^QaaOf 
our being guilty of sin, and consequendy 
exposed to die punishment of sih»' If 3^u 
ask, what sin is; StJolmteUs^you, ^« that 
** sin is the transgression of ihe law\'* the 
traasg^peasbn of die holy and- pure law of 
God. God having given Uj^ouTc being, has 

» M^ uu 12. ^ 1 39^m 4- 
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a jist nght to ^pnDescribe 8u<:h lavp& aft be 
f^ees fit, fear the regubtion of our actbns; 
v^bids, and thougbis. Such laws he has 
given us in the holy JScriptuies, and the 
more we study ancl uhderstend these laws, 
the more we shall be ocmvinoed, that ibe 
obsenrance of them is moM conducive to 
our otm weU<;being and happiness. Wheo** 
ever w^ transgress any lof these laws^eitbei 
in thought, woid, or.deed; eidier by doing 
what we ought not to doy or by cleaving uA^ 
done ^at we ought to do, we are guilty of 
sin. The very inclination or desire to act 
contrary to the law of God, even when we 
do not give way to it, has, as the Articlei of 
our Church expressies it,^ ^^ die natu^ . of 
*'* sin'/' The word ^tfi^ consequently, means 
something more than wh$^ iii coiftmon 
hnguage is temied crikne, or vice. These 
two words relate chiieAy • to actions or- ha- 
bits, whf^h are hurtful to society, or to oiir- 
sehres as members of society ; biitWuin- 
dudes whatever is contrary to the laws of 
God. A man may be in conmion repute 
fifee,: not only from ail* crimes, but froi»r^all 

« Art. ix. 
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vioes, and yet, in a idigious point of view, 
be a great sinnar; may in &ct have to an- 
swer for sins *^ more in number than die 
'^haifsofhisheadV 

In order to come to the knowledge and 
proper sense of our sins, we mus| compare 
our lives with the rule of God's command- 
ments ddivered from mount Sinai, and ex- 
pla ihed and spiritualized by our Lord in 
the sermon on the mount; or with those 
other practical precepts ^liiich abound in 
every part of the Scriptures, especially in 
the New. Testament. I do not mean . to 
entar into a full account of these laws; I 
will, however, menticm b, few instances, 
which may assist in making us sensible, 
how &r we fsdl short of the obedience which 
we ought to pay. 

Our Simour tells. us then, that ^' the first 
t^ and great commandment is. Thou shalt 
" love the L<mi thy God with all thy heart, 
5^ and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
^^ li^nd':'' thatwe must lovehimbetterthan 
any thii^ else: and our own reason must 
acknowlec^, that he deserves this love, 

' Rsalm si- 15. « Matt. xxii. 37> 38. 
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and that we ought to feel it. Whid» of us 
now i^all say tiiat he has thoroughly kept 
this fiist, this great commandment ? One 
of the most importtnt duties to God is 
prayer: but how apt are we to neglect 
prayer ? and, when we attempt to pray, how 
apt are our thoughts to wander to the 
world and the flesh, thus exposing us to 
the chai^ of ^^ drawing near to God with 
'' our lips, while our hearts are far from 
" him*!^^ It wbuld not be too much to 
assert, that there is not one of the duties 
which we: peculiarly owe to God, which 
we perfectly fiilfil. 

Many of those, who cannot but acloiow-^ 
ledge that they are wanting in love to God, 
pride themselves upon their observance of 
their duty towards their neighbour. With 
how little reason they thus flatter them- 
selves, a moment's reflection will convince 
them. The foundation of the duties which 
relate to man is this, ^^ Thou shalt love thy 
^\ neighbour as thyself.^' This is styled 
by our Loid'the Second great command* 
ment of the law ; and the qiostle tdUs us, 

«Miitt. XV. 8. 
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dvat '^ he that lovetb mother, hadi futfifled 
" the law^^^ By the word* neighbour^ ive 
understand every mui, to whom we faavie 
the meana of doing good or harm $ indeed 
i^v^ man williout eaoception. But whkh 
6f US can truly say, diat he feels, if hot t^ 
same degree j yet the same kind of lore 
for his neighbour that he does for himself? 
that he is in the same manner desirous of 
promoting his wel&re, in die same man- 
ner attentive to his interest, and. to. die 
preservation of his characler ? But if sin 
is the transgression of die kw, are we not 
sinners if we transgress both the first,. and 
the second great commaadment of that 
law? 

One of die ways in which we are to shew 
that we love our neighbour as outsell is 
by doing as we- would be done by. All 
m«i, both Christian and headieB,ragiee 
in admiring and extoUihg the excell^oe 
of this golden rule: But which of us 
Jierfecdy acts up to it? 
'■ If from the foundation of die laws of 
the second table, we proceed td consider 

' Rom. xiH. 8. 
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some of the pmiicular commandiiieiits 
which it contains, we shall perhaps iiod 
equal reason for acknowledging our sinftiU 
ness. We have not^ I trust, any of us, 
c<Hnmitted direct murdet: but you know 
from St. John, that ^ he that haifelh an- 
" other is a murderer «:^* and our Lord 
assures us, that the sixth commandmeni 
is broken, by causeless or excessive anger, 
or by bearing maBce in our bosoms^. 
With respect to the* seventh command- 
ment, we know that the sins- of adultery 
and fomicatiLon wills shut out those w1n> 
are guilty of them< from the kingdom of 
heaven. But supposing that we are not 
diaigeable with these deadly sins; yet, 
are we pure from wHat our Saviour terms 
the adultery of the heart^? Are our ae- 
tions, our looks, our (h«ss, our words, and 
thoughts, governed by the lawff of hofy 
i^astity? So again we have not been 
guilty it may be of stealing; we« have 
aever taken any thing belonging to another. 
But have we been strictly true and just in 
all our dealings ? Have we never put a 

• 1 John ui. 15. * Matt. v. ««. * Mart. v. 28. 
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neighbour to loss or inconvenience by in- 
curring del^, which we were unable 16 
pay? Have we never in any bargain, of 
other transaction, lent unfairly to our own 
interest? If we have not actually borne 
false witness against our neighbour in a 
court of justice, yet, have we never been 
guilty of slander, or evil speaking ? Or 
have we never given utterance to evil 
Burmises and insinuations to his disad- 
vantage? So again; have we never co- 
veted or desired any thing belonging to 
another, and have we, on the contrary, 
been always contented, always patient and 
resigned in that station of life, and in those 
circumstances, in which the providence of 
God has placed us ? If in this manner 
we examine ourselves by the holy and 
spiritual law of God, if we thus search 
9Bd try our ways fairly and impartially, 
weshlOl iSnd too much reason to confess, 
that in "many things we offend aflk;" 
that " there is no man living that sinneth 
' not';^' that " if we say we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

* James iii; St. » i Kings viiL 46. 
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" not in us"*/^ We accofdingly cfo con- 
fess this in the Church Service. We all ac- 
knowledge, that we have oifended against 
God's holy laws; that we have left un- 
done those things which we ought to have 
done; that we have done thdse things 
which we ought not to have done; that 
there is no health in us ; that we are mi- 
serable offenders. Similar acknovdedg- 
ments are made in other parts of the Li- 
twrgy; and the Scripture hath concluded 
all men under sin, and represents ^^ all the 
** world as guilty before Grod".'* 

But God has a right to, and his law 
enjoins, perfect uneiring obedience. Eveiy 
transgression of that law is disobedience 
to the authority of the lawgiver, and ex- 
poses us to the penalty of disobedience^ 
The " virages of sin is death**;" « the soul 
" that sinneth, it shall die^^." "Cursed 
^< is every one that continueth not in all 
" things that are written in the law to do 
^' them^.'^ " The wrath of God is re- 
^^ vealed against all ungodliness and un- 

 1 John i. 8.  Rom. iu. 19. • Rom. vi. 28. 
9 Esek. zvui. 4. 'i GaL iiL 10. 
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^^ righteouBness of men^'' How sbaUl we 
escape this wrath df God^ this cuise <^tte 
law? — By repentance aad amondm^t of 
life? — ^But why should we think. that i^ 
pentance alone will be si^ficient? A n^aii 
does not pay off the debts which he hab 
contracted in time past, by resdving aot 
to incur ftesh debts for the titne to comfit 
A person who has been guilty of murder or 
some other heinous crime^ is not cleared 
by die goodfiess of his life aft6r\t^afds ; but; 
by the laws of the land, is at an^ time liable 
to be punished for his offence. And each 
of our manifold traiisgression^ ^ tbetyitiine 
law Panders us guiky nt the sight of God* 
and consequently li$bte to punishmeati 
How then shall we be dehtiorea fiom this 
State of guilt and liability t<x pmiishmaitf 
fchall We look round for h^Ip^ to any "feflo^ 
mortal? Alas! " rio toapf may deliver; his 
♦* brother, nor make, agreement unto (abd 
" for him. It cost teore, much nwwt t» 
." redeem our soifls'/" Neither comW any 
of the ang^ effect Our dfliv^ratiMJef for 
even they are not pure in the sight of 

' Rom. i. 18. • Psalm xlix. 7, 8. 
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God^ biit are charged % him \ifidi 
foUy^ 

But, when we could do hothii^ fcnr our- 
selves, and were, without hope from my 
other quarter, ^^in due time Christ dieidi 
♦* for the ungodly/' It pleased Ae eternal 
Son of God himself to redeem us, and 
iSyr this purpose to take our nature upon 
him, to endure a life. of distress and suffer- 
ing; and at length, since '^ without irfied- 
*' ding of blood is no remissions'^ to un- 
dergo a shamefiil. and agoni^g dea& 
upon the cross. Inasnmdi as he wsks 
man, he made expiation. Ibrr the sms of 
inen in. the very natuie that sinned; diid 
inasmuch as he wad Grod> the sacrifice, 
the expiation wfaidi he offered, was infr- 
tiite in value, and sufficient fot th^ giuh of 
the whole wQiid^ 

This sacrifice of the deafh o£ Chmtii^ 
the leadmg Subject of. the holy Scri|>tuies^, 
firom one end of them to the othet^ It 
Was in eSect promdaed to Adam imme- 
diately after the fall; was Fefkresented by 
die animal sacrifices of the ps^aarclHil ages 

* Job ir. IS. • H«b. U. 2«* 
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and of the Mossuc dispensation ; and was 
foretold, stiU with increasing distinctness 
as the time of its accomplidiment drew 
near, by the holy Prophets. The pro- 
phecy of Isaiah in his 53d chapter is 
particularly remarkable. *' Surely he hath 
^^ borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. 
** Yet* we did esteem him stricken, smit- 
^^ ten of God, and afflicted. But, he was 
" wounded for our transgressions, he was 
^' bruised for our iniquities ; the chastise- 
'' ment of our peace was upcm him, and 
*^ vnA his stripes we are healed. AU we 
^' like sheep have gone astray, we have 
** turned every one to his own way, and 
^ the Lford hath laid on him the iniquity 
^^ of us all. He is brought as a lamb to 
die slaughter — for the transgression of 
my people was he strick^i.'* ' Our 
lilessed Lord himself tells us, that ^< Grod 
*' so loved the world, that he gave his 
^* only-bc^otten Son, that whosoever be- 
^' lieveth in him should not perish, but 
♦* have everlasting life*.^^ He speaks of 
his own ^' blood as being shed for many, 

' John iii. 16. 
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" for the remission of sinsy/* and of" his 
" flesh being given for the hfe of the 
" world '/^ The discourses and writings 
of his chosen foUowers are full of passages 
to the same purport. " Christ hath loved 
" us/^ says St. Paul, " and hath given 
" himself for us, an offering and a sacri* 
" fice to God, for a sweet-smelling sa^ 
" vour*.^^ Again, " Christ our passover— - 
" the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
" the world**;'' " the Lamb of God, that 
" taketh away the sins of the world'/' is 
sacrificed for us. " He who knew no 8in„ 
" was made sin," or a sin offering, " for 
" us, that we might be made the right- 
" eousness of God in him**." " Christ 
" hath redeeined us from the curse of the 
" law, being made a curse for us* ;" " that 
" he might reconcile us to God by the 
"cross'." " He loved us, and washed 
" us ftom our sins in his own blood*^." 
" He gave himself a ransom for all*"," 

^ Matt. xxvi. 28. * John vi. 51. * Ephes. t. 9* 

^ 1 Cor. V. 7. * John i. «». * « Cor. v. ai, 

•Qal. iii. XS, 'Ephes. ii^l^, ,^ • Rer, i, 5. 
* Mark X. 45, 
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*<IIe httib fedeetted ua to God by his 
'^ blood':'' for we wem not redeemed with 
*^ corruptible things^ m wlver and gpld^ 
^^ but with the precHous blood of Chri9t» 
^^ who w%s foie-opdained before the foiHid- 
*' etion of the world*^.''. Both in the 
Jgpiltf le to the Epli^esians, and in that td 
the Ciolo^fliaDs^ St. Paul says, in nearly 
the wiAQ^ words, ^' in whom we have re- 
^' draoiption through his bk>od, eveii the 
*' forgiveness of sins'/' 

In ^ latter of tbey^ Epistles the apostk 
reminds «is, th^ he who shed his blood to 
{Moeure.'the foigiveness of our gins, was be 
who ^^ is the image of die invisible God ; 
^^ he by whpm all things were created^ 
'^ that ai)e in heaven and that are in eartb, 
^^ visible lind invisible ; diat aU things 
'^ wes^ created by hini aj^l &r him. And 
*^ he is before all things, and by Inm all 
" things consist"*.'" 

This is the g«eat and gldrious Beings 
who for us men and for our salvaticHi — ^for 
the foigiveness of our sins~submittad to 
be bufieted, and scoiuged, and spit i*pon, 

» Rev. V. 9. » 1 Pet I. 18, 19, 3P. ' CoL i. 14, 
» Col i. 15, 16, 17. 
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tb be treated as the lowest male&ctor, and 
at tength to Undergo death, even the death 
of the cross ; 'w4io submitted to be fixed 
to die accursed tree, by nails driven 
through his hands and feet, and thus to 
expire in torment. 

And now let us smously and honestly 
ask ourselves, my fiiends, whether we 
really beMeve diese things? Whether we 
ftie^'^orotighly persuaded in our hearts, 
that when we w^ere m a lost and ruined 
Mate, the eternal Son of God died upon 
Acf cross to save us? Do we, I say,' really 
beUeve this ? If we do naf believe it, we 
are yet in our sins, are yet in a state of 
ebndemnation. It is generally true, that 
^^ Without feith it is impossible to please 
'*^ Qod*;'^ arid witiK respect to this great 
ttectarinfe in particular, it is most certainly 
true, that die deaUi of Christ will not 
profit those who refiise to believe in it 
when it is preached to them. Christ by 
^the shedding of his blood has purch^s^ 
saivatioR; but the mean, by which it is 
applied to our own souls, as we are taught 
by Ihe Scriptures, and fiK>m the authority 

" Heb. xi. 6. 
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of the Scriptures by our Church®, 
Jaith. In other words, it is by faith, by 
a firm belief in these truths — a behef whidi 
disposes us to keep Grod's commandments, 
that our souls reap the benefit of Christ's 
death upon the cross. " Grod so loved 
^ the world, that he gave his only-b^otten 
^ Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
^ should not perish, but have everlasting 
^ lifeP." And toward the conclusion of 
his Gospel, St. John says, ^^ these things 
^ are written, that ye might believe that 
^ Jesus is the Christ the Son of Grod, and 
^ that believing ye might have life through 
^ his name<i/' St. Paul teaches us, that 
^ with the heart man believeth unto righte* 
^ ousness^;'' and wh^i asked by the 
gader at Philippi, what he must do to 
be saved, his reply was, ^* Believe in the 
^^ Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
*' saved'/' 

But though faith, in the death of Christ 
is thus necessary, we must bear in mind 
that a faith which does not produce good 



* See Art* xi. tod tbe Homily. * John iii. 14. 
^ John XX. 31. ' BoDi. x. 10. ' Acta xvi. ai. 
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works is dead and worthless^. Let us re- 
turn then to the question before asked ; 
do we indeed and really believe that the 
glorious Son of God died upon the cross 
for our sins ? If we do believe it, surely 
we must be sensible that sin is something 
awfiiUy serious, since it required so tre- 
mendous a sacrifice. And shall we con;- 
tinue any longer in sin? Certainly, if 
Christ died Jbr sin, we are bound by 
every consideration of interest and duty to 
do all that we can to die to sin, and if so, 
^* how shall we who are dead to sin live 
•* any longer therein ?** When tempted by 
the worlds or by the desires of the flesh, 
to do any thing contrary -to the will of 
God, endeavour to figure to yourselved, to 
represent to your imaginations, the holy . 
Jesus expiring upon the cross with the 
nails driven through his hand^ and feet, 
and think diat it was for yoif, for your 
sins, that he endured such agony. And 
can our hearts be so hard, as after this 
wilfully to persist in sin ? If y^e do, we 
(to adopt tiie strong language of the Apo- 
rtl^ in some sort *^ crucify the Son of 

^ James ii. 17* 
P 
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«^ God iifip^»aiuliptifc biia to open shaooie V 
No, my ^frieuds.; if yo^ xvfilfuUy cdntinue 
in any known An ; if. you do not kuodent 
your tmnflgressions^ lutd nesHiy try and 
pray to^get 'die better of them^ do not any 
more pietend to aidaio\trIedgeJe6ii9 C]imt 
M your Lord ;«^-^ not any mc»e piletgnd 
tt> believe tfaat he suffered uj^i^sa 
PoNTXcrs Pilate,.. WAS., crucifi^o^ 
Oeao, ako bi9)ried.; do\not any inore 
pretend tohope lor the forgiveness of 
«rK6 ihrough his blood. . . ... . 

But you W)?, ihat you dobelieiKe in 
these thii^ Consider then, if I ms^ 
4dopt the kmguage of a late prebte"" of 
our ^ChuFcby^^* 'that ^as the malignity of 
'^ sfai is sa gDeiat, i^^e danger of la, |ife of 
f^ wilfid sin ^wt be much morelbmudi^ 
'^^ ble than imagination ifi ^t to paint it 
<< The weight of punishment natuxally 4ue 
^^ to sin muat bear -some, proportion to its 
•^^' intrinsic malignity, and. to theteAtent of 
^^ the misdiie&vwhich arise ifiom it« , The 
^< punishment must aldo bear .9oitie ^xxst 
'<^ fTtopofllonrtptthe p^oe, wUish ihes been 
*f paid for our redemption. Terrible mudt 

" Heb. vf. 6. « Bi)^. Horsley. 
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^rfaftve been ^the rpunisbfllient,' wiueh nvaa 
^ibought off-fHt-^o great a price as the 
'^ bldod.of Ibe gdn of God ; raad terrible 
^^ must be the punishment M^ieb stiU 
^S^waits tus^^if ^¥e aeeount tbe blood of the 
^< tsovenant an tmholy thii^g, and forS^ 
** Ibe ibeni^t o#ftbat .«iV)ne]Q(ient/' 

'Cciiieider, Imy &i^ds, t^at you ere not 
youf own mftstbrs. Being redeemed, being 
boA^ht^ with ,the precious blcod-of Christ, 
yott belong ^to, you toer tfie property of, 
him' who ' ^as . Urns ^ i)vt)nderfolly bought 
you/ ^* Yo* ate not your own/^ says the 
Apctodev *^'biit are boiight with a priced ;'* 
do^^not fthenf (fishonestly deprive Christ of 
n^atlie has }96 dearly purdbased. Do.not 
Kre-Nny!bu -have no irightto livei-*^-«ccordii^ 
ta^yburowA^ecMTupt' wilts and appetites, 
but )acRR«diiig (to Hhe^^^ ^fvhim whp^ has 
boi]ght<you.* tSdriv^ jajs^rtiMng^ to «^ glo- 
^^^iSyiGbdlin ;fe!iir^tfodyraiid in your spirit, 
^^-whioh lare iGod^s*'/^ fRem?mber that 
^^tCihrist rhath vcmce su€Md for sin^, the 
•>>jiwt!fw thte (itBfjust ;V^ and whj} "that 
" he might bring us to God»/* ^ Remem^ 

' 1 Cor. vi. 19, so. «lGor:vi.20. M Pet. 
ill. IS. 
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ber, " that he died for all, that they who 
" live should not hrac^irdi live unto 
" themsdves, but unto him that died for 
" them*." 

Allow me yet once E^in to ask you, 
do you really believe &e great truths 
which have formed the Bubject of this dis- 
course? Are you really and thorcH^hly 
persuaded diat the eternal Son of Grod 
died upon the cross to save you fiom 
everlasting deadi? And do you not feel 
thankful to him ? But if you feet thanMil, 
deeply and heartily thaukAil, as I hope 
you do, endeavour to shew your thankful- 
ness not with your lips only, but in your 
Uves, by giving up yourselws to Giod's 
savice, and by walking h^txe him in 
hoEness and righteoiBness all your days. 
Pray eamesdy to God so to impress these 
things upon your heart, that they may in- 
duce you to lead a holy and religious life, 
that they may be the means of making 
you, what Chdsfs death was intoided to 
make you, " a peculiar people, zealous of 
" good works." 
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. ON A TVimtB JCBOMSm^ 

2 Cor. v. 10. 

• • / 

We must all appear before the Judgmentrseat of 
Christf that every one may receive the things 
done in the body according to that he hath 
done^ whether it be good or bad. 

.Our blessed Lord, having finished on 
.earth, the work which his Father, gaye him 
to do; having by his death made atone- 
ment fot our sins, and opened unto us the 
.gates of everlasting life by his glorious re- 
.surrection ; in the sight of many of his 
chosen followers ascended into hba- 
YEN^and there sixteth at the eight 
HAND OF God. He vnll nots however, 
always continue there. The Scriptures 
. i^peatedly assure us that he will come 
again from heaven, and that the object of 
his, coming vdll be to judge the world. 
" God hath appointed a day in which he 
*' will judge the world by that man, whom 
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he hath ordained, hereof he hath given 
'* assurance in iimlt^ he « ha:^. raised him 
^^ fiom the dead*.^^ Accordingly in the 
Creed, after profe^ing our belief that our 
Lord on 7H£ thih-d* j^jlt^ikise again 

FROM THE DEAB^ AN1> ASCENDED 
INTO HEAVEN, WC Say, FROM THENCE 
HE SHALL COME TO JUDGE THE QUICK 
AND THE DEAD. 

The doctrine of a future judgment i^ so 
calculated to produce holiiiess of living, 
that I wish to direct to it your serious at- 
tention. In discoursing op'tijos awful sttb- 
ject, we will consider. First, some of the 
circumstances of solemnity wiridi wiH at- 
tend the last judgment ; Secondtjr, what 
"we shall be judged for ; and, Thirdly, the 
consequences of the sentence that will* be 
'pronounced. 

f. Some belief in a fixture juc^ment 
appears to hkve prevailed pretty general^ 
among men, even before the coming of 
our Lord'; and stilM believe prevails among 
nations, on whom the light of the Gospel 
'has not yet shined, or where, if it ever 
shone, it has again been put out in obscuse 

* Acts zvii 31. 
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dtekufm* Utts bdieC vm(f hw^ Ib^m. 
handed 4omiLbjti»bibk^ii tmlijtimi fiiwi: 
tbe tim^of Nodsb, or in^}^ p^^ps -^sk^ 
heem iliseoyered by^4<e native vorkiogs o£ 
^ mmd'of mast 'and tlte ^nggestioi^ c^ 

idea of th& d]ffe»»ce i)el5¥een ligfat a«d 
WToag'i and at tiie same time any bdiefiii a- 
God^ in a vwe and just snpfieme Riiiar of 
Ibe woild, it was peAapB natural for tlioa^ 
who held su€^ heUef to conchuk^ that kt 
would make a diBtiAclibn hi^tween diee^ 
who aibted weMi and li^ose ifdMi aieted iilf 
titat he ^ would pmikh/therone and 're^fwd 
the' 0ther« And since they oould noit but 
peiceive^that diisdiitincition was odentimes 
not made in tUa life? that here ike oamfSi^ 
mtimiy good were •somelmaed redui^ tOr 
a state of affiieticm Bnd suSei&i^y while the 
widced and upgodly wwe Jn seeming .piQs>-' 
perity ; iit was peihape nat[iit£d for them to^ 
fionelude farthei^^tibat tbeie wouUbfea fii<^ 
tttie 8<nt|^, in which this distinction w^idd 
h^ made.-; thati th«re!rw<wkt;be'a;ij^a^^ 
judgm^tf^ whd^fti wonkl wd^ to a^h liian 
his condjitipn aycseoi^uig as hja q^wv^cjt in 
this life had been good or evil. * JX m^ 
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)\m% been natmal to ooodude thus mndi 
frcmi the&in^raeotds^of tradition, or fimn 
the weak exertioiis of uaasBisted hiiiiia& 
reason* Whether that leasoa woidd of 
itself have been able to diacova* tUs great 
truth, it is not necessary for us to enquire; 
for we are no longer left to such fedble 
guides, but are assured of the certainty of 
a last judgment by the constant tenor 
and clear revelation of the holy Scriptures. 
They assure us, that '< God hath appointed 
^ a day in which he wiU judge the world 
^ in righteousness^;'' when he ^^ wSl bring 

* every work into judgment and every 

* secret thing, whether it be good or whe** 

* ther it be evil^" They tell us, that a 
day is coming, ^< when the dead,^ small and 

^ great, shall stand befwe God'';'' when 
y die sea sball give up the dead that woe 
' in it, and death and hdl" (the phce of 
departed spurits) '^ shall deliv^ up the 
^ dead that were in them, and they shall 
^ be judged every man according to his 

* works." They tell us, that ^' we must 
Vail appear before the judgment>6eat of 

^ Acts xvii. SI. • Ecdesiastes xii. 14. 

5 Rev. xz. 12> 13. 
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*^ Chmty tfaat every one may reeme the 
.things done m flie' body according to 
tlmt he faatli done, whetber it be good or 
•**^ had*/^ A multitude of other pass^es 
Msest or allude to llie same awful event: 
and many set • forth m most expressive 
ifeenns some of the tremenckras^ circum?^ 
stances widi which this event will tie. -ae- 
companied. Our' Saviour tells us in St, 
Matthew, that '« the Son of Man shaH 
** come in the glory of his Father with' the 
** holy angels';'^ and in St. Lukie, that 
** the Son of Man shall come in his own 
** glory, and in his Father^s, and of the 
'* holy angels^/* St. Paul informs us, 
•that " th6 Lord^ Jesus shall be reveded 
^'from heaven with his mighly angels in 
" flaming firei takin^g vengteance on them 
"** ^at know not God, and that obey* not 
« the Godpel of our Lord Jesus Christ*/^ 
And again, '^ The Lord himself shall 
** descend fit)m heaven with "a shout, with 
** the yoite of the archangel and with' the 
•** trump of God, which shall awaken the 

* 2 Cor. y. 10. ^ Matt. xvi. a?. ' Luke 

ix. 2«^ J^ « Thea. L 7, 8* 
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*« dead, and note tbem out of theiS'gmvffi: 
^ but the dead in Chikt ahaU* ns&fint^.^ 
And in the book of Revebtion^ St J«hn^ 
in die spirit of prophecy, repiwents himsdf 
as having actually seen thiis awfiil spedada. 
^ And I saw a great urinte throne, and Uni 
^ that sat on it, fiom nvhose &ce the cmtli 
^^asdlthe heavens fled away; andthecewas 
** no place found for theih. And I saw 
*^ the dead, small and great, stand befote 
^* God; and the hooks were opflsaod; and 
" anodier book was' opened, yvbkh jb the 
^^ book of life; and At dead weae judjged 
«* out of diose things wfaidh yume wnliea 
>< in thebook^accorduQg €6. their yvotk^^^'* 

The Scriptmes, you vHIL }eeo|leet» re- 
peatedly tdl us, that thiii f^ywt yiM h^ ae* 
companaed fay the de9tructiQn ^ d|6 wcfd4, 
which we now see, and that ^« imlrti- 
ment, by ^ich fins flestruction w9) b^' ac- 
compl^ied, is firel We are tokU for in- 
stance, by St. PetKT, tteat "thf? b^Ve^a 
^^ shall pass away with a great noise, and 
^' the elements shsdS melt widt ftrvwt hssBX ; 
>* the earth also, and the works that are 
" therein, shall ,be burned up^^^ 

* 1 Tliess. lY. 1& » Rbv. xz.Ut' "^S Pet. iii 10- 
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b^. you to pe^t, Umt these «p^ «ot:^ 
scriptions of ^ wwt ui^ iffluoh we hKw M, 
<^^flm, Will ii/|)vfeb Wm rs^fJm^ 9iid, tfed 

of x^^itbou* tut^r^t* u Wi^'^M .«tt ofug 
b« P9li6d upoo tQ witne»si>tl|i«:trfmwd^^ 

^fimeM tiik dMtraetim.of the uniTeiM; 
w^ sbaU iK^^wdlf ' f»e tbisrearlii, with aH^lhe 
wwk$ of niiture,<iuiid of mt upon it, it^ ^itiwy 
its foTiiits^ and its mmintaina, idevdwiedf hy 
<b^flglli«f, Qodrpaasiiig teirs^'iutOfnotiiung. 
Ahfd til^Mi^ isiOEMt cai« im<ttgii»y wh«tewi 
tfii utate. 0^ etfnditii^a iDfty be, ^dbetbetf 

tounfdi wiekfidb<(^ bdy^butjnudt.a^peiur 
k^fim ^ilme:ffi^ Aad.yet vw 

bwpg %^tQ4; ^» if >lf« w^ i^dfiti^ Iw a 
tidift, . tte ivApre^on ; f ooti , psgMt ^ftw^y^ 
&n4 owbt^aNTtti 9i«*agim 'giy^>t]f»/ tO^ lli^ 
ii«arld» a9 if <it ifwe our on^ frorlim, awr 
fililyr^t: Q&9 fi98«aii of 1^3 iiiidiffej^ 
1(9 to bo fci»4 in .ow wftot of jreaicfw» 
W{i90'tbo/iif^t3i«o <^ tte iPC(9D»90t to w)^ 
^¥eeihi^th^besulij|M^; upontibie^s^t 
justice^ I bad almost said the sevmty, with 
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which it wttl be conducted. Let us pio^ 
ceed IberefiMe, in the next i^aoe, to conai^ 
der miiat we shall be judged for. 

II. We shall be judged, the text tdls usy 
for the tilings done in the body ; forourbe** 
haviour during our continuaace cm earth; 
for our actions, words, and tbou^ts, which, 
as.you have heard, are represented as being 
recorded in the book c^ God, that at the 
last day we may be ju<%ed out ctf those 
things which are written in the book. 
. We shall be called to account for our 
aeiions. Not only will the more darii^vio- 
lations of Grod^s law then be remembered, 
but also those deeds of darkness, wlu<^ the 
h<4ies of concealmmit encouraged us to 
commit, of which we said, no eye ^all see 
us ; f<Mgetting that nothing can be concealed 
from God, ^' that sdl things are nak^^ and 
^'opened unto the eyes of him, with wbcHn 
^< we have to do V^ and, that the time would 
come when he would *^4set our misdeeds 
^^ ^before him, and our secret sins in thelighl 
^^6i hk countenance*"/' Every unkfwiy 
indulgence df^ appetite, of which we said in 
our heart tli^ darkness shall cover it; 

< Heb. iv. 1$. " Psalm see. S« 
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ev^ sectet ' fraud, and act of deceit, in- 
which we pefhaps extdtcki as aii mstance 
of skffl and sagacity, and took advantage of 
the simplidty or credulity of a neighbour ; 
tt^se, and all such as these^ shall then be 
openly published before men and angeb « 
*^ for, there is nothing covered, that shall not 
^^ be revealed; nei^r hid, that shall not 
" be known"/* Particularly, if at any time 
the desire of the applause of men, or tfa^ 
dread of their censure, the fear of their 
reproaches or laughter, have led us to act 
contrary to our known duty, our cowardic^ 
and shame shall th^i be openly exposed; 
for, "whosoever," says our Lord, "shall be 
**^ ashamed of me and of my vrords, in this 
"adulterous tod sinful generation, of hhtt 
" shall die Son of Man be ashamed, wheii 
" hecometh in the glory of his Father with 
jlUhe holy angels*^.** And not only fhos* 
actions, which' were evidently isinftil^ but 
many of those which t6' outward appearance 
were good and praiseworthy,' wiB ht con^ 
denmed, when the motives frbm which fhe5r 
proceeded are revealed. Alms bestowed, 
and acts of seeming kindness performed, 
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mot ftom a pfii|Q^d^ of lova o« obedience 
to God or fixm food-wiU to ni8ii>htttfio«i 
a 9piiit of o«timt9tiop; rq^ularity in the^ 
extenMd imlinanceB of rdiigioii proN^eediosb 
not fifoyi devotioa and a tense of duly, bm 
from llie desire of buipan applause, will hy 
that God, who seet^ the h#art, be found 
^nptiog in goodviQsa, aiid ocwdfraiied with 
ihe rest of the ofifq^riag ci ytmXj apd 
pfide. 

We shall be judg^ also fw ouir w(»:^^ 
«^ Qy thy wmds .tbpu s^t: ^ justii^ aM 
uby thy w<»dsthau4l^tbep(mdieiiii^ 
Those, for instance, urtip hftve acqustomed 
Itienaaslwi to the liaiaguageof cwsiqg^iwbp 
}m^ been in tb^ habit of calling upon God 
to dfmm dieir neigUboum or theimelyea, 
IMfaapa even their own ^ildi:en^.ai^bave 
^iad witbo^t rrp^ntance, wiU tben learn by 
aad eiqierieoce bow dieadA4 a tji^icig that 
^flanuiation is, ^bi9h tl^py so. w?wtoply 
jOfiUfiA down* As ^whi^e in tl^ bpdy ** tbqy 
4fdigbled in cursii^, they hav^ caMse to f?ar 
^bal cmuig will happen pntn th^Q^«[id 
1^ they will, bear tib^f; Jterrjhle sent^iice^Q^ 
♦' DqN«t,.y^ curse4, into ev^rl^t)^ fif^'* 
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Tboae, wbo9e tonffxm hn^^ sown aftitf^ nod 

oeigbboui^, or ^o b^^ t^w^ed in w o|w 
porttinity of pubWiig their ^ and ioi. 
perfections by eyH?«peaki^; })iqiie, vvko 

in JTuling^ wd abu^i^e bi^ittig^; tboei^ 
aloov whose coiav^ij^i^n hds bpen the oon^ 
v^siation of lasci^ripusne^S). i^ohw^ been 
pakty of ^« fodisb ^Up9g 9nd jcBting,^' cte^ 
MgH^ to e^Qoit^ wM^te iimaginatipiia anil 
doiiroft; all ttiejif^ wU ll^w )i%i/!e,^sauw t» 
deplore jdieir fi^jv fin^: ^^of evfiy ii}|e 
^^ words'' or, as^ it h^s been und^ftttqod, of 
e^eiy vaip «nd w^ke4 wpj;^, «' (hat. men 
^* Stiallis^*^/' 9a^ ovpr Si^kyiowTr ** t^y shfiU 
i* give account in th? fby 9f judgBwe?*. '* 
. We sh^ he jiU%^ tpp^for ow ti|o9g)M|^ 
QuT thoughts «l? aftwtiine^ nql WtH% 
in;Our owjn pofn^er; a^d ja^y vpip awl 

foolish, or €^r^ ift thetw^rw m^ mk- 

^oations, may ^nt^SB owr i9imM^twto«r 
jmU^. These) iQafmufJi ^ they a^iee y^ibr 
j»ii our c<wswt».will iiftt,,ii?erftwtt, be mr 
puDed to ^, by a fiod of m^if^t a» aotti^J 
$iM. Sut, ey^ =vi^ ^9libei^ 

« Mark ziL aft. 



<U On ajyunjudgmemf, 

diouglit; every vehftme of iniquity, wfaleh 
we h«ve de^^ed, without bdjig able tot 
practise it; eveiy fraud or stratagem for 
Qfver*reaching another which we have 
planned, though without being able to 
earry it into effect; every actual intention 
to gratify some sinful lust, to the acconm 
jriiriunent of which nothing but opportu- 
nity has been wanting ; nay farther, every 
imchaste imaginati<Mi, evary uncharitabie 
thoi^ht vHiich we have wilfully cherished 
in secret, will by that God, who spieth out 
dl the thoughts and purposes of the hearty 
be classed widi actual sins. 

And not only will our sins of coiftmis* 
sion, those in whidi we have done that 
vdiich we ought not to ^ have d6ne, be re* 
meodyered i^nst us, but our sins of omis- 
sion also, dhe leaving undone what we 
oi^lrt to do, are re$c<aded in the book of 
-God^s remembrance. Indeed it is upon 
the performance or die non-parfbrmance 
-of duties^ particularly of the duties c^ bro- 
tfaeriy kindness, that our Saviour repre^ 
sants the last saitenc^ to depend. WeshaS 
have to account for evay instance in which 
we have perverady withholden good from 
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0iir bicMftier to ^vHbiDiii it was due, /^n^ieii it 
was in the pow^ of aur haod to do it; ft^ 
enatf negtoct of a reasonable dpportimity 
cf pKWBotiiig hia woikfly comfort, or his 
etBrnal welfare. We shall have to answer 
for every occasion of advancing tlie gloty 
of God among men, whidh we*have care- 
kasly omitted to improve i and for our wiU 
M-neglect of die msans of grace, sudi as 
reading and hearing the word of God, such 
as prayer, and the sacrament of die Lord's 
Supper^ 
. III. It remains, in the third place^ that 
we say a few words on the sentence that 
will be pronounced. What this mil be, we 
are told by our Lord himself. *^ Then shall 
the King say unto them on his right hmdr 
Ccane, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
^^the kingdom prepared for you from, ttm 
"foundation of the world/' "Thi^ph^h^ 
" say also, unto them op the le^ hand, De-r 
part, ye cursed, into everlasting file, pr^ 
pared for die devil and his a^gdbs. And 
^^ diese shall go away into evedasting pu-r 
nishment : but the righteous into life 
" eternal'/* As the blessedn^s of the 

*Mattxx¥.34f. 
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fighteousy 8D dbD the> pimialinKnl of the 
wicked wiH' laM fbr evei*.> Whtt the exaet 
tiatwe of ^is pmiiriimefft wiH: be, we^p»- 
llaps^do not know; and in speikuig^ of it, 
I will not Tentuie to say any ^ng Im^ 
what is said in Scripture^ St. John w tbei 
Reirdaitions desciUksliifi phce.Qf jimiibk^ 
saent as. being *^a laka^ of fia^F.^^ Ottii 
blessed Locd represciits it byf^doterdaEk^ 
^ ness, where is weepio^ and wadipg anti 
^gnadiing of teelk*;'^ and wMn a most 
awful and impressive repetition, direeJlimest 
kk one duipterv speaks. of it as a pjlace in 
wUcb *■ tbe worm dietii not, .aiid:d^: fiie 
^* never skali be qttencbed^J? - . ^ 

In (^e of these states,, my- firiends, w^ 
every' one of us^be-fiaDdd,^ by Ibe jodgmetit 
4^ t^ last day. That ^senti^nce w^ plab^ 
each of us in a^ataieof imspeakfjhrteMdte- 
edbess wkidi wilf last ^ ftr ever, or in a*i^aMr 
fif misery and despair wbidb ^wiU never 
faaveanend* ' ' 

If we redttf beKeir^ these tiliings; if we 
really faeKeve thaft ouriiOrd, whb>l» new at 
die right hand of God, will Mm thence 

' Rev. XX. 15. " Matt, viil 12, &c. * Mark ix. 
44, 46, 48. 



<* G6me tx^ jud^e' botfa^ the cjuick'^uid die 
^* dead/* WDtildk not be* wise w us to pre- 
ipare for the Ia»l ju(%ment, while we yet 
havethne? Is it wise in us e^t to beun- 
jQoindAsi of Ae awful acdouut whidi we 
must one day give? - We, the ministers of 
l]ie Gospel, reimnd you of these solemn 
tivths^, not fcur the sake of excitins: an use- 
less alann, but in cmier to save* yo<i from 
^e sentence of eondenulation. *' Knowing 
** the terror of the Lwd we^' tiy to " per- 
*^' suade men',** to repent of and fiyrsake 
dieir sins, and seek fc»r pardon tkrau^the 
merits of our Redeemer. Judge tha^re, 
yourselves, -breAreai, Aat ye be not judged 
t^ the Lord. If i*e would '^'not be cori- 
^•denmed in that^feioftil^judgm^it^ wemudt 
^ aecuse andeondmm ouvsekres fot out 
^' own feuksf *cnow, and s%rive,tkrougb the 
iiid of this Hofy Spirit, tot^brin^ forth fiuti 
meet fbr repentance^ even the fi^t of a holy 
and teligious life. And let us rememft^ 
for our encouragement, that tiie Beng wh6 
wiU then come in gr^ gV^ ^ jucJige the 
world, is he, who cmce came in great hu* 
mility to save the work}. Our Judge is 

'SCq?,v. 11. 
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one who took ournatuie ujpoa him, ^^who 
^^ can be touched with the.&eling8 of our 
*^ infinnitiesi having been . in all points 
.** tempted like as we aieV and who died 
to 8%veu8 from condemnation. *^ Although 
^< we have sinned, yet we have an Advocate 
^^, with the Father, Jesus Christ the righte* 
«« ous\^' If we will but repent aad be- 
lieve, our Judge himself becomes our Ad* 
vocate. ^^> Let us therefore return unto 
y him, who is the merciful receiver of all 

V true penitent sinners ; assuring ourselves 
>^ that he is ready to receive us, and most 
y willing to pardon us, if we come unto 
*^ him with &ithful repwtance ; if we subr 
!^ mit ourselves to him, 9nd from hence- 
:^^ forth walk in his w^ai^^ if we will t^ke 
<^ his easy ycke and light burd^i upon us, 

V to follow him in lowliness, patience, and 
*' charity, and be ordet^ by the. govern- 
^' ance of his Holy. Spirit; seeking always 
'^ his glory, and serving him duly in our 
." vocation wijh thanksgiving ^'^ 

> Heb. !▼. 15. * 1 3 An lit. ^ Comminstacm. 
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SERMON V. 

BELIEF IN OOD THE HOLY GHOST, 

2 Cor. xiii. 14. 
The comntunitm of the Hofy GhM be with you 

In his affectionate farewell to the Church 
at Corinth, St. Paul expresses his wish or 
prayer, that the ** communion of the Holy 
" Ghost might be with them all.^^ He could 
have expressed for them no kinder wisK; 
and it accordingly has been adopted as the 
occlusion of bur or^nary Church Service, 
and of most of our forms of domestic de- 
votion. The communion or fellowship of 
the Holy Ghost, in other words the being 
continually assisted by him, is of absolute 
necessity to the salvation of our souls. " If 
" any man have not the Spirit of Christ,^^ 
says St. Paul, "he is none of hisV* and 
those who belong not to Christ, must b6 
left to perish in outer darkness. 
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Important, however, as this doctrine is, 
'it has not, I fear, its due influence in the 
world. Somemen - seem disposed to con- 
sider all reliance upon the aid of the Holy 
Ghost as a species of enthusiasm; and 
others treat it with such total neglect, that 
if they should be asked, like die imperfect 
converts at Ephesus, ^* Have ye received 
** the Hofy GHost ^lice ye believed *?^ 
they would reply like them, "We have 
"not so much as heard whether th^^'be 
" any Holy Ghost/* The Apestle im- 
mediately rejoins, " Unto what then were 
"ye baptized ?*' All persons baptiz^ 
a€xx>iding to Christ^s institution, are bap« 
tized in the name of the 'Holy Gihostias 
well as in .the name' of the Father -and 
the Son. The Church of England^ vtery 
FPperly, teaches us to consider bdi^ in 
God tab Holy Ghost, who hjanc- 

TIFIEXH us, AND ' AXi; THX lEIiSCX 

FEOPicE aF.Goj>,fas one of the diief ap» 
tides of iiiith; she implores hiB aid in nu- 
merous passages in her pid^c ^services, and 
concludes almost every psafan and hymn 
in these servio^i wth asc^ing ^ojy^to 
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tbe Ho]^, Ghost, bs well a^ to the Qtl^ 

, .In 4ipe^>tufBiiig,(qnjt]ie fellowshq) or as^ 
m^taace ^ the Holy XjhoBt,. I shall, Firati 
Portly 'State the necessity we all lie under 
of rec^ving his aid: shall,. Secondly, point 
'out the prpper fruits or effeqts of his f^lkm* 
«bipt by which ^<^ts we may. judge ho«r 
&r iw^'havemceiyedit; andshall^ 'Hurdly, 
direct ^ou'to the mq^t effectual means of 
•pfOPWiQgi such assistance. 
, JSitfA it^n^; jthe assistance of d^e Holy 
Spirit is necessary, in ^ consequence of the 
:vreakpe«9 and conruption of our nature. The 
Scriptures I>Q^ of ^>0|d.apd of the New 
T^^tamenjb i^pjfe^i^t the natural state of 
kttsoi&fks Jb^iiig ^; state of moral anfirmity.i^d 
ain. . In: ijiefirst; ^ge of the world we read 
of.jdie generation then living, that "th^ 
^* wickedness of man was great .in th^ 
.** eartb,f^Qud *' that eveijy imagination of 
}^ the thovghte of his. heart was only evil 
}^ pontinuaUy*; ths^t all flesh had corrupted 
"his yay . upon, the earths" Whence 
j(M ^is ^^neral prevalence of wickedness 
proceed, but from an innate tendency and 

« Gen. \u 5, 12.. . 
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ion to evil? David laments of 
that he was ^^ conceived in sin 
*« and diapen in wickedness^/' and repre- 
sents the Almighty ^'as looking down 
** from heaven upon the children of men, 
^ to see if there were any that would un« 
^< derstand and seek after God; but,''^be 
proceeds, *^ they are all gone out of the 
*^ way, they are altogeth^ become abo- 
*^ minable, there is none that doeth good, 
** no not one/' The wise son and suc- 
cessor of David in like inann^ asserts, 
<< that there is not a just liian upon earth 
*< who doeth good, and sinneth not ; that 
^* the heart of the sons of men is fiill of 
** evil, and madness is in their heart while 
^^ they live* :" and Isaiah, in the name of 
mankind, confesses, ''all we like sheep 
'' have gone astray, and have turned every 
'* one to ow own way'/' 

Whatever allowance may be made in 
some of these passages for the stix>ng man- 
ner of expression common among the na- 
tions of like east, they certainly imply a 
great degree of depravity and corruption. 

* Psalm li. 5. and xiv. 3, 4. « Ecdes. vii. SO. 

and Ix. 8, ' Isaiah liii. 6. 
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The Itiew^Teslani^nt speaks the srtme lan- 
giSAge. « Bodi our Lord himself, and his 
«postle St.> Paul, expi^ the natural state 
of ttanby the terms «« the fleiii/^ and ^^ die 
^^ did mao i^' and again and again assise 
us, that *^'they that are in* &e Aesh,^^ hi' 
di»t natural state, <^ cannot please God'/^ 
Our Saviour speaks- of .^^ men as loring 
^ dariuiess ratiier thah^ light, because dieir 
" deeds woreeriP.^^ And St. Paul, hafmg 
adopted the acknowledgments of the sin- 
Aihx^ of miui^ made* by the Psalmist and 
bylsfl^, says, ^^ the Seripture hatfa con-* 
" eluded all under' sin'/* He addresses 
tbe £^esians> as having been '* dead in 
^ ti^passes luld sim, ' \i4ierdn,^^ says he, 
*♦ intime'iiast ye wa&ed according to- the 
^ course of this world, according to the 
*♦ prifnee <yf thie powar of the air^ the i^rit 
♦* that now worketh in the children of dis- 
^obedience, among wbDm we abo had 
" out conwsation in time past in the- 
<f Ittsts of <3idr J9esh, fttifilliiig Ae desmres' of- 
^ ti)^' flesh and of die mind^ aiftl were by 
" Aature the childr^ of wittth, even « as 
** others'*/^ And In that welUknown pas* 

» Rom. viil. 8: ^ J<An ii. 19. » Rom. iii. 9. 
and Gal. iiL 99, . ^ {Splif s^ ii. I, ^t S* 
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sage in tf^ BpiUle to 4w Kinnimii, ipeA^ 
ing in the pendn Of % num slfll vader ti^ 
inflvedoe <Mf his luutiv^ corrtptlim, hftsagw* 
'' I aita cuimtdt sold imier sntt; for that 
'' which I do, I sUpw Mt; ibr what I 
'« would, that do I not; but what I hate^ 
'' that do I.'' And again, ''ftv I kiio# 
*< that in me, that is in my flesh, dwdkcb 

no good thing: for to witt is pMaant 

with me, but how to pe^fom that WUeh 

is good, I find not^.'^ 

The histories boA of andoit aikd of mcK 
detn titaEies ; indeed, the dai^ and waoUgr 
reeorde of pissing eirimti, tend to eilnfimi 
these Seriptond rgwt^statiooa of the sin^ 
fidaess of dwitt, Mttee %p€jstTpmifd^ these 
p(C(mk1b ia made up ef die iiratal of hiimait 
weaknesaea wA buttwi craiws, Ow ob- 
aervation^-^iinwiHitig o bae i vii)d o i> » <rfwhat 
passes under our ti^m fj^ bean painfol 
testimcNiiy to die sttae trutb. indeed, for 
the coatenation of it* we need ovfy appeal 
to wiist peswa in Our owvn beeoiiai. fbr 
wfaieh of us dot^ not often fsA a back- 
wardneas 16 n^^ we kao^ to be our duty, 
and a MroUg inclination to maqy things 
which we know to be evil? Howunguajded 

t Rom. vii. 14, 15. 18. 
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me we MinBtitties, both in oifr w»d& and 
]ii'oui:«BtioQi} ^aiid ho«r saM^ ewetioiis of 
tmit jp, «tf undue J hrn^ f of catiielew tmg&^r 
and^ilkwHl, ^mm in our hummm. in pmp- 
ticular hMr iodispoaBd aw we often for 
prayei*, kisi for die othor officer of de- 
votioii! 

. it-k trdev thata man Iwtyv witbout the 
aid of tbe Hol|r Sfpintf maBdaki « gfenenlfy 
mcdral Hnaiof (eoMteet, and a &ir mjHitiition 
anMmgtnen. Hema^heieitodaiinsLhj 
mgRid far la* om^ dhaiactev^ for hb Cfwn 
inteoeat^ fab Mrn beatdi, im own eaae^ aad 
l^ a fvaviety i>f tfditt Iramui Bootives and 
hiiHiaB fealiiiga^ htit without dnt aid he 
auiQot bwoiw 9ei^y n^om^bfi qaanot 
become^ iiM»ir ; find w^tanoiirf ithat '"^ wil^ 
*« oiMfaoiiHiieaaiioiyiaasdiidl 
<' iie4SiKiiPt»^' aaow ^rlsMe eatppeaoea it, 
^^ Imm and pi0|^8K»hmMtf % lot. own na^ 
'«i»aal a(KBf[lh tandi^cK^ to^ath, 

'^and totih^ itpOfiL^(id»;^Vor^'^^ vaodks 
iM^feaaing In hia aig^ widl^aimaing aa 
Ipraoeedhig from a fum ^jrimtifk of n&* 
ligiMi. ib lopf -na a mm la^ ideilitate of 

"" Vhh. xii. 14. " Aift. z. Ste thai ^rtiok and 
th« ninth. 

£ 
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(be fellowriiip of the Holy Ghost, he is in 
his natuial . state, ia that, state which, the 
Scriptures term die flesh, and ^^ they that 
^^ are in the flesh cannot please God ; they: 
^^ that live after the flesh . shall .die^ ;'* 
'^ shall of the flesh reap comiption®.^^ 

Hence then arises the necessity of our 
receiving the help of the Holy. Ghost. 
Hence it. was that our Saviour said, '^ £x« 
'^ cept.a man be bom again — ^bom of water 
^^ and of the Spirit^^he < cannot enter into 
^^ the kingdom of God^/' Heno& it was,.^ 
diat St. Paul so repeatedly eidiorts his oon« . 
veits to be ^' renewed in the spirit of^ 
'^ their miods,^^ and ^'to put (»i the new 
^Vman,^ whidi' aftcs* God is created in- 
'' figfateousn^ss ai^ mie holiness^/' 
' In strict agreement widi this doctriii^ of 
Scripture are die prayers of our Church; 
In th^n we acknowledge «« that, such is the 
^^ Aailty of maB,thatwidioutGod we cannot' - 
*♦ butfeU;^* thati " through thei^eakness of 
^^pur mortal nature we can^dovnogood 
^ thing without God; '^ that* *♦ if we have^ 
^t good deskes in our hearts, or think diose^ 

» Rom. viii, 8, IS. • Gal. vi. 8. 9 John ili. 
S,5. 1 £phe6. iv. 98, 94. 
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<< things that are good/^ they are put into 
our minds by the preventing grace of Grod, 
that is, by the grace of Grod going before 
our thoughts to purify and guide them. 
We pray in one collect that " we may be 
"daily renewed by God^s Holy Spirit;^' in 
ai30ther, " that by the same Spirit we may 
" have a rig^t judgment in all things ;'' and 
m another we say, " forasmuch as. without 
^'- thee we are not aUe to please thee, mer- 
** dfiilly grant that thy Holy Spirit may in 
?* all: things, direct and rule our hearts.*^ 

The Communiem Service, and the oc- 
casional offices; particularly those for. Bap- 
tism, Bre full of iexpressions to the same 
purport. 

Weak and frail as we are in ourselves, 
and encompassed as we are willi moi^^ and 
spiritual dangers, yet, " God^s grace is sufl 
".ficient for usJ,^^ and " his strength is 
** made perfect in our weakness.^^ " The 
** Spirit still helpeth our infirmities*,^^ and 
we may " be able to do all things through 
** Christ strengthening us^.^* 
. From. the beginning of time, the Holy 
Spiri^ we doubt not, was ready to help 

'9Cor.xlL9* 'Rom.vm.36; *Phil.iv.lS. 
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ihoae who sought hk Hid ; bnt vn^ the 
Giospel dispcosstiott hk influences itere io 
be more pkcitifufly pouml fovth. ^ A Hem^ 
^' heirt will I give you, 9aitk die (^ovd, and 
^^ a new spirit will I put within you.^ 
^ And 1 will put my Spirit inthiu yoUi and 
^^ cause you to walk in hi}'^ statutes ; and 
ye shall keep my judgiQ^ilj^» and do 
them*/^ And agaiti, ^ the Spiiit shatt 
be poured upon us fix>m on high, and 
M the work of righteousness sfaatt be peace, 
** and the effect of righteOusMss quktnessi 
«* and assuianoe for ^er^^^'-^ Our Loid )ust 
before his death, in one of his last zfhe* 
tionate disdbuiaes to fais diitt^tes^ says, 
I will pray die Father, and he shall gi^e 
you another Comforter, tibat he may abide 
*^ with you for ever, even the Spirit c^ truths 
^* whom the worid eattu>t reerive, because 
^' it seetfa him n6t, neither knoweth him ; 
'« but- ye know him, for he dwdleth with 
^* you, and G^udl be in you^«^ Aceordmgly 
St Paul speaks irf* the bodies of Christians 
as being the temple of the Holy GHiost. 
n« We will now, in the second place, 

• Szek. xxxTi. «7. * Isaiah xxxii. 15, 17. 
' Jobn i4v. 16^ 17. Sea alSD chap(prt xv^ and xri. 






piecMd tO€aM|iiireiat6 the proper firuilB of 
die Spiik, into the effectSs whkh Mow 
fibm Qur pmtakiiig of his fellowsbip or 
eoBttnuiiiQpu 

Attd flftt) we are r^)eatedly assured by 
8t« Pa«l| «^ thi^ if we mXk \n tilie Spirit, we 
'^ shall not Mffl the lusts of the flesfa/^ 
IKirhat the works c^ the flesh are you well 
ktioWn. Some of them are enumerated by 
M. ¥9xA^ in the E^istte to the Galatians. 
*^«The wcNt^ of tbe flesh/' says he, <^ are 
V fitaiiifest, "v^i^^ lare d»a^: adultery, for- 
'^^ nidation, unekaniiess,lasei v]ousness,idd- 
^f atry^ witdienaft, hatled, vamnce, emu^ 
^ lutitMis, wiath, stri^ seditions, heresies, 
t^envyiiigSi ttkittttets^ drunkennesis, revel- 
^ lingii, and &uch lik^ V' 

To be guilty of any of dieie VfOtkA of the 
flesh, shews that we are not whdly led by 
the Spirit. AU the ^ii» of undbastity ap- 
pear to be peculiariy repugnant to th^ in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit* St. taul argues 
^^nst them on this vety ground* " Flee 
«» fbmicatioi^ : every slh thAt a mkti doeth 
^* is without the body; Imt h6 thai idora- 
'^ mitteth fi^rni^tion sinneth against his 

e4 
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own body. What? knowye4iotiliQt3fsofir 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghoe^ 
" which is in you, which ye have of God ^?*^ 
and ^^ if any man defile the temple of God, 
" him will God destroy*/^ Drunkenness'' 
also St. Paul appeans to place in particgjar 
opposition to the influence of the Spirit: 
4md certainly this may well be said of. a sin, 
which besots even a man's natural feaso^ 
.^md conscience, and deprives him -of ih^ 
common knoWlei%e<^ia§ht and wrong. If, 
-my friends, ypu are in the hahit of giving 
way to any Of th^e lust& of the flesh ; to 
drunkenness, for instance,, or onchastity, 
,or hatred, or a . quarrels<^e disposition, 
you may be sure that you are not duly led 
by the Spirit, and are therefore &t from 
the kingdom of God. 

Among the^positive. effects of the comr 
onunion of the Holy Ghost, one of the first 
.that I shall mention is, a sincere practical 
belief in the Christian dispensation, espe- 
cially in that main branch of it, the re- 
demption of the World by the death of 
Christ. True Christian faith is the offspring 

• 1 Cor. vL 18, 19. * 1 Cor. in* 17. 

*Eph€S. v^l8. 
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of a diviie influence. " $Jo man can say 
" that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
*' Ghost *';^* and "whosoever confesseth 
<'.frdm his heart .diat Jesus Christ is come 
^*jn the flesh, is bom of God*/^ 
. A. leading feature, in the character of 
those .^hojare led by the Spirit of God, is 
jfrequency and earnestness in prayer. In 
one of the prophetical promises of the 
Spirit it is said, "I will pour upon the 
"house of David, and upon the inhabitants 
" of Jei^usalem, the Spirit of grace and sup- 
^* plication^;** and the Spirit is represented 
by St. Paul, as assisting us in prayer, as 
<* making intercession for us^f/^ If we pray 
not at all^ or but seldom, and then without 
earnestness or fervency, we have great cause 
to fear that we are very imperfectly in- 
fluenced by the Holy Ghost. 
- Our Lord Assures us that the love of 
God is the first and great commandment 
of all. This love of God, however, finds 
Kttle place in our corrupted nature ; until, 
as the" Apoistle speaks, " it is shed abroad. 

' * • • - • - 

" * 1 Cor. xit. 3. ^ • 1 John iv, «. ^ Zech. xii. 10. 
« Rom. Till. I^&  
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&t BfU(Bfh (M the a»ljf 9A*«#. 

^^ in aw beirts by the Holy Glioik\ whick 
^* is pyfm unto na*'' 

In the pGUNMge of llie Epitde tQ the Gaki-^ 
tiambefope lefemd tO| St. Paul nys^^^die 
^< fruit of the Spirit it kywi joy/peaoe, longw- 
«< suffiniogf gentleiiest^ gcxxjaess, ikith, 
^ oieeknessy temperanoe^^ He ^jAmm 
heart 19 renewed by di» Holy Spirit, wHI 

be influenced by Awe to iQod; attdbyieil 
good will to laaii, vriiich he wifl ahew |& 

aU the airt» w^ ^flkiea of QhritliaD eharityv 
aa oppwtwity ia jo^i94 te tofe The 
other fiiMta<rf the 8pw|liw»atttii^^ 
>y, a i€digiotta cheeifiilmaay^priiit^ng ftopi 
an humble teuat vol Q9!d^a meicy tltlQU|pb 
Chciat; and pe^K^ ymcf ^ wm:mi»9t§ 
produced by the aawa m)iP9> ^ vmm si 
God^ wliich pass^ all jin^fanslwS^Vis t^ 
gether with a pssKK«b|« dipppriti^ Vf4 b$^ 
hav^Qiir tjMracds qien^mid a wjiab t/fft gfo^ 
mot^ pe^i^ by a|i pr^^pi^ Anams /^t 

^nf^ring^ gfi^i^^fss^ and »lMP^'f> a* 
again and again i^ecfwwended m^ Wf 
^rc^ by the Apoirfl^ ap4 bjf JlJ^ 
Master, as distinguishing marks of being 
influenced by the Spirit ; aa^ we are re- 

^ Rom. ▼. 5. . * GaL T. ig, St». 
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pesMdIy chafge4 to ?« put nwajr fiom US all 
*9 faitMtM^y Itid wrath) aUd anger, aUd cku* 

as sins which Iffcf tibilthury to his suggest- 
tKMis. FaiiAy in the passage abov^e quoted, 
appears to ttean^ not so miich ftith in God, 
^ liii&fiAieM^ at good feith, iii our intexw 
dOttrse witili ihah t a strict regard for truth 
iii idi we say or db, ^ beiftg true and just 
IB aH otif deifings. And certainly, we shall 
not be odierwiae than true and just if we 
tte giiided by the Spitit of truth. Tem^ 
pitmnM itixpfies seli^tninand and inodei^ 
Mll6n ifi aH ihifigs. It iinjdies not only 
tfie ettifdug of the appetites and desires of 
ihe bbd^$ but Ae keeinng witliindue boundii 
tf ^ttlhly pMsidns ahd leeSngs of eyery 
dliscfifriloiii 

Th^ are Many othef Jiassageii in the 
S)[>idB^, paMieulidy in those t6 the Epfae- 
sitos tod the Gdossiftns^ whieh give Ihe 
tfstingtiishiiig JEharki^ c^ the t)id and of the 
new mui ; tihat is^ 6f a inan under the 
gionreAinieiit of his evi! nattiie, and of him 

* fiphes. {t. 31 . 'See ^ time Itet cfaapten 

sf ^tiNA of these Ej^es, 

E 6 



84 BeUefin Oodtke M^lff Gki^t. 

who b led by die Hcty , Spirit. By.aMMi* 
tive consideration of Ibese poasagesy .you 
may be assisted in ju<%ii]^ -for youmdves, 
ivfaether you aie, or are not, ted by the 
Spirit of God. 

Let OS, my friends, guided and assisted 
by these pass^^es of Scripture, fidrly aiul 
honestly ask ourselves how far we have, got 
the better of the lusts of the flesh, and how 
far we shew forth in our tempers and con^ 
duct the fruits of the ^ Spirit. 

Perhaps upon ;such eKaipination we 
shall find that we are far fhnn being habi- 
tually led by the Spirit of Gpd, fmd that 
therefore we have little reason to copsida^ 
ourselves as his qhildren. And this lead^ 
me, in the last pla<^ to direct you to the 
means of procuring the influ^ices-^lhe 
fellowship— of the Holy Ghost. 

Since the Holy Spirit is the spirit of 
knowledge, you must seek the knpwl;pdge 
of him, and of the effects whidi he produce^ 
on, the heart, in those Scriptur0s /v^hich 
wese ^^ given by his inspiration,^' which 
^^ holy men of old wrote as they were moved 
" by the Holy Ghost.** If able, you should 
diligently read them ; but at all events, 



9^ukl atttotfapdiy, hew tibemy ahoidd sMuiley 
kfam> 9&d inwonfiy digest >l]ieti« 
. Pf^fer,. however, is the great meuM £mp. 
obtaining the aid of the divine Spirit ; but 
our supplications must be fieque&t and 
eaniesi;, in piopoction to the importanoe^ 
the abslplute ;iieed in wfaieh we stand, of th(» 
blessing wludi we ask. Petitions uttered 
only witb the lips, without any coitespondr. 
ing emotions of heart, deserve not the name 
ofprayen. Our pmjTersfor tbe;help«ofthe 
lioly Spirit must be constant, fervent, im^? 
portunate; and if we thus pray,.w« ahallhe; 
giacioudy heaid. i^ Ask, and Jt ishall be 
giyepypu"/'S^y»QUT^viour; ^*s^,^wl 
ye ^all "^d;^.^ and hQ. ejno^in^pies us tp^ 
hqpe that ^Vour beayenly Fajdier .will giv^ 
" his Holy Spirit to ^emthat apk Wm".'* \ 

Another po^erfiil means /of. pra^ui^Qg. 
the assistance of the Spirit of Gfod in fmr 
nished by the holy Sacram^^* TQ.thesa*^ 
ccament qf Baptism we Wer^ admitted . iir 
our in&ncy ; but i;v:hen : arrived at ' matuie 
years, we;Shoukl look back: to it widl seK 
rious reflectkNi upon the f^til^^es tcn.whii:^ 

> 

" Matt. /ra. 7. . *: Liik« ». 13. 
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eiigageiiienti ioto wfaieh 4ire eo^ The^ 
mcTUHMt of 4^ Lofd'fS Su|^r ivw ap- 
]MHtited €(qMM8sly fiNT ^the stmngtfaebmgf 
¥aiidiefi)MUii9of>€W8(ii]b^^^ Tpthatui^ 
ought iBfoiaily to hara roqQiupe, for ftedi 
9«|>plk»0f them teiueiiMsof the dmneSfriU 
i0k« which Qte euentiid to our spiifitaMi fife 
hofe, loid to oiu^ Itfe In heaven hereafter. 

My lUebd^t I hope dial yon ha?« paiii 
afetentiep to ^ doetftae whi^ I h«$^ en- 
doftiroufvd to phuse befero you/ Vott ^ 
pfOfiMK, tt Odo (rf ^ loalo astidte Of yow 
tbttb^to b^evehi 60 D t H B HoLir Gtiostf 
w&ofiAire^iFi&¥]tf ^diX) and aLi. tb£ 
jfrlBOt pboIplS 0¥^ 60D. Who sancfi- 
tMkym. BufareyOiisa&dMedbyhhh? 
The mtd BiAiS^fyiAj yod im«r, ineaiii t6 
OMikehdy. Afe yoii maide hoiy ? Ai^you 
aCMitiV^ to aDyo<ir duties to God nM inan, 
mA govfeteed hy i«lt^ioud jyfincl^es lA all 
youdowtey) InbaptiMa youn^i^ilade 
the oUktoett of God^ Bht i^efeeiBber, 
thit ih ordbr to be fiitiikbeped aifiotig tSie 
c&ildjren of God, if iiEi nec^isafy ^t you 

•ilUMh CatecUw. 
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be fed by the Spirit crf'God. And $ure you 
led by that Spirit ? You tnAt that you aie 
members of, tl^at you bqlojng to, Christ. 
You are not to any profitable or saving 
purpose his membera^. unless you are m^ 
fluenced by hi? SpiritP» 

Seriously lay theso^hings to heart. Se^ls 
in earnest prayer for fresh supplies of the 
aid of the Spirit ; and ijfiay Grod of his 
mercy grant, that the communion or fM- 
lewshipof die Holy6fco6t ftiay be with tis 
all'evermore. 

V Horn. Viii. 9: 
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reading the scriptures. 

John v, S9. 
Search the Scriptures. 

J^ MAN who has any belief in a God, and 
in a future atate of rewards smd punish* 
oients, must naturally feel anxious to know, 
by what means God may be made his 
friend, and his future oondition rendered 
happy. Upon these most interesting sub- 
jects of enquiry, however, man is by na- 
ture greatiy ignorant. "Hardly do we 
" guess ari^t at things that are upon earth, 
*< and with labour do we find the things 
*'that are before us: but the things that 
** are in heaven who hath searched out*?*' 
Man is often too at a loss, with respect to 
die line of conduct which he ought to pur* 
sue, and frequently most powerfully dis- 
posed not to pursue diat course which his 

^Wisdom ix. l6. 
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bieCter jjudgm^t would pohit oni to him. 
"The way of man,^^ says the pmpiiet^^is 
>^ not in hiflisdf ; it is not in dnan that 
** wa}kedi todinsct his steps ^^* 

For the direction both of our feith and 
practice God has been graciously pleased 
to give us the; holy. Scriptures. He has 
given them to be " a lantern :unto our feet« 
" and a light unto our paths^^^ It is upon 
the duty of hearing and reading thcsacred 
volume, and upon the: manner in which this 
duty should bejperformed^lhatl now wish 
to address you. 

I . It can hardly be necessaiy to use m6ny 
aiguraents foi^ the purpose c^epfiiic^ngthe 
<luty of reading and hiring the ScriptyiM; 
when you consider that Ih^ are the very 
Word of God, ** AUSGripture^^^says St* 
Paul, " is given by Ae inspiration' of God*:** 
and we aie taught by St. Peter; **tiiat holy 
>^ men of old spake as they were moved by 
'^ the Holy 6host%** Now, if the gieat and 
glorious God graciously cioiidesoends to 
speak to his creatures, it is . pbdnly thdir 
duty humblyto listen to him. ; Jf he voucb- 

* Jet. X. 23. •Ptelm exit. 105. * « Tirt- 
ill. 16. «1 Petitl* 
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mt liDUnd ^iligeiit^ to atteftd to it* To 
tn^^t die Siviptweii aooonliiigly, k to 
n^kct him, vrt|ode imrd they bre. Whai 
a menage (^ importanoe is aent by some 
gveat $pi4 powtfful utati, il U veceived Willi 
attemiiMi aad ttypect. If a kind ami ia^ 
dulgeMt paient addreasea a letter to hh 
diildraD, that Jetttt is lead tvi& afibctionate 
tegard. And with leipectand n^faid^ be^^ 
j^ood ail comparwon greatqr^ ought we to 
attend to thcivanl of him dial speaketh 
firom heaven, to the message <tf out Fatbar 
^tui ow God. 

The dttt|^ of mdiiY aad hearing the 
Scnpt^um. wiU further: a(q»ur, firom the ini^ 
l)ri»8e.inQ)or^aiioejQif thei^ which 

rf^ POPtqr top. •» They wme written for 
«Voiur learniiig/^ wd ^^ bre aUe tp inajte im 
** wise untQ aab^tion^'' ReOaot on the 
ijoeanifig of this es|>|iessif»i of being mise 
limkf^migiqtML We are phased in this worM 
in & |^i9^ of ferial, bod am all b^bMening <>ja 
either to heaven or ta hell, eidier to happii* 
nlMormisery .everlasting. Hpw toobciin 
that h^ppiness^ or avoid that misery, we are 

'a Tim. Hi H. ' - 



Reudi$ig tie Scripiure^^ 91 

l^ MtuPe sadly ignoruit ; and by the i^aaie 
nature Bte sadly disposed to evil^ stitmgly 
iM^lined to sodh a line of coiyluct, mwh 
traiperS) and aflfectioiis, of wfaicli iniseiy 
must be the consequence. To resoue us 
from this state^ the w^fdof God was give^ 
to us. It was giveii to^ shew us the vwf 
tiiat we should watte in, aind to guide our 
fe^ into tl»e way of peace. It points oitl 10 
us him to whom all the Scriptures bear 
witness, him who is the great Autiho^ of 
et^Kial salvation to all them that ob^y Iblm* 
If ^tk the Scriptures are aide to make lin 
wise unto sdvaftion; if th^ fiuiiish a sair 
tisfitctoiy answer to die anxious questfOA^ 
what sliaB Ido lb be sared; tarely we set 
Hke the eMmies of bur own siotds^^-^-as if v^ 
did not wish td save tkeint-»4f we refhse to 
have recourse «qi this storelk>iae ef sa^^ii^ 
knowledge, if we iv^lect to search the 
Scriptures. 

After asserdii^ in |^neild that the Scsripi^ 
tures are able to make us wiseunlosdviition^ 
St. Paul in t&e i)e9Ctv^(W{ird60edstofK>int 
out more particularly the benc^ial e£fects 
of the knowledge of^ theniir |n onlei^ to tilh 
great ^, <^ They are prpftjtobW^ be tells 
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us, "for doctrine, for reproof, for correo 
^* tion, for instructioa in righteousness'/^ 
They are profitable for doctrine; for teach- 
ing us all that it is importimt for us to 
know. Th^ lead us to the knowledge of 
iGod, and of ourselves* They teach us that 
the world was at first called into being by the 
voiceof the Almighty ; that man was created 
innocent and. upright, but that he fell from 
his innocence, and by his fidl entailed san 
and death upon all his posterity. They 
teach us the method adopted by an all-mer- 
cifiid God to rescue us. fiom this lost states 
and instruct us, that "as by man came 
^* death, by man came also the resurrectico 
*^ of the dead : jdiat as in Adam aJQ die,,ev6Q 
" so. in Christ shall all .be made alive V? 
.They farther make known to us the great 
doctrines, of thesatis&ction made for sin 
by the death of the Son of God; of the re- 
novation of our natures by the Holy Spirit ; 
and all other things which a Christian 
ought to know and believe for his soul^s 
healdi. In the most ccMaiprehensive sense 
of the word, therefore, they axe profitable 
for doctrine. They are profitable also for 

» 2 Tim. ill. 16. . * 1 Cqf. xr. H, «. 
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reproof. The wocd which is here Xtvm^ 
lated reproof, means also comvictiontx re*i 
Jutation of error. When left to himself^inan. 
is not only igncMrant of what is true, but* too 
fiequentiy ready to embrace that which is. 
&lse; There is pediaps haixUy any imagin« 
ation however vain, hardly any error how- 
ever gross, which has not been adofited and 
upheld as true at some period of the world. 
When compared with the truth of the 
Scripture, all these errors M to the ground.. 
Errors in opinion have a natural tendency 
to produce a feulty and vicious practice. • 
Reproof of every . bad practice, of every : 
sinful habit, comes most profitably from, 
the holy Scriptures; for they form ii stand-# 
aid, by . which . every work is to h^ triedy: 
whether it be good or whether it be evil } 
and. their reproofs aie enforced by the. 
threatening, of eternal sufiering. 

But the word of God will not only ^rve^ 
to reprove what is wrong in pntotioe, bwt to. 
eorrw/ it, or set.it: right. It is {profitable 
fm correction. When 9t man; is going on* 
in a way that leads tp deslruotipo, with-^ 
out considering or b^ii^g aware of it, it 
is some advantage to be told th^ be is' 



•'^-rf-di^BlBQ^^Hhak^a*«i^^^.M.^B^M>di^*A 
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wvcHig; biit '^w iilfeiteatkm will. but. fift 
him with apfKhensioiiB, and peiliaps db. 
flp«ir,iiid6» at tile iBme time the right \i^ 
is pointed out tb him. This is the moA. dS 
the holy StiripturaK When anyone has emi. 
tractdd a nifldM Wbit^ di^ not odly ^vs^ 
^ prove.himiand set befora him the thingis 
«^ ^at he hath d^ne^^' but riso oqneet 
hhn, or attfaiin fight; ^^ they will guide 
*^ feet in die *way of peace/^ «nd teach 
the true and right way to happinow; 

The Scriptures are indeed *< profitable 
^( for InMmotion in r^hteownett/^ in every 
sttDse of the irapression. They pbint ^»iit 
to us llie righleduraess <^ livings whicfc 
GkidcofoitiMids; the sober^ rigfateousv s^ 
godly dispbsitioii Md oonduct, which he 
enjoms ; wd, abOTe all, they diiect us to 
Mm, who 'for our sakes ft^M d& righte* 
ousaess, and difough faith in whose atofitSi- 
ment and mecHatioift^ we me aecounled 
righteous in the sig^ of God. 

In another passage, St. PIauI, spi^kiz^ 
crf'die sQii^ Scriptuies, says, ''^ titetsoever 
^^ dlings were written i^Mfetime, were writ* 
'^ tern for our learning, that we through 
^^ ^Mrtiaiee and comfort of the Scriptures 



*^ migbt have hope*:^* l%e Sariptuim do 
it^cleed loiltisb ikt MNMigeal ground fi»r 
cotiifort and C0«9<^at}mi in eihry smtow. 
If we are depressed by poverty^ and by 
nSmom lean lest itive orjour ftooilks abould 
be left nttofly destitnte^ tiie Scripturea 
diiwtito to cast att olif ^^ eart iqpm iam 
*^ who ^carefli for tib;'^ upon biin vAkO 
le^^th the ioirki of heamn^ and ekMheth 
t^ W(t» of ike AdAf sod ivill miiflii iiior0 
t^cateof diecSiiUrenof men\ If we 
ave SKmrmii^ /the deMi of diose we love, 
^ Scriptxiflea t«n lis, that «« blessed are die 
^^d^ad ^t dieiu d» L0id^;^'diat ourde- 
pajTled ftieoda have favt pattsed bdbi^ us on 
the journey ^liSb; and tinsy bid ns not to 
aorr&W'Kte men that have no ho|)e. If'iMe 
ttPe taiit doivn by the sense of ^eur nntnber- 
test feinst and are overwhelmed with ^le 
dvtad of Ihe ndhvine dliqA^aiure, the Scrip 
tium h(sie a}so forofiib w tfie titrofigest 
gft>und of oc^Molatkni and eheounigtmentv 
Tbey guide oca- thp^qgfats to Imit who d^' 
that we might hve; ifiey teli us^ diat 
" though our sins be as scarlet,^^ yet if we 

* Rom. XV. 4. * Matt, t1. 28, »c. "^ Rev. 
xW. IS. 
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heaitilyjfepei^t o^ and forsake them, and 
bebeve in the Lord Jesus Christ, tiiey 
ahall durough h». deadi <* become as white 
" to snow V* 

And with respect to irfiictions in general, 
dia &mfi(orea4»ll'U8, diat calamities are not 
to be coosideied'as happening by chance; 
diat^^aiffliction Gomedinot forth of die dust, 
^^ neitber dodi > trouble spring out of the 
*^ grouodN^-^ but proceeds ir6m< him^ by 
whom ^ ^ hai» of our head are all num- 
^t beFed;V imn him without whose permis- 
sion eveta ^^ a sparrow dodi not M to the 
<i ground \^\ and tfaati he means diiafn for our 
goody tbat ^^hediasttas us fer bur profit/^ 
Th?.siK»fd vohime accordingly assures us, 
th^tiffliotions araoot to be regarded as 
marks c^ God^s dis^easure, but rather as 
tokens t^i his.ldve ; idiat ^^ whom the Lohl 
V lo¥^ be. eonededi, even as a fedier the 
^^ son in whom he dd%fateth® ; that as many 
^^ as be loFes^he rdbttkes land chastens ;^^ 
tbat consequentiy ^^ happy is the man whom 
"God c<m!«ctedi''; blessed is the- man 

« Imiab i, IS. » Job v. 6. • Prov. Hi. 12. 
P Job ▼. 17. 
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^^ whom thoui ehastenest, O Lord, and 
^^ teachest in thy way,'' The Scriptures 
instruct us, like all the distinguished ser- 
vants of Grod, to bow ourselves with meek 
resignation under his hand, to submit 
ourselves entirely to his good pleasure, to 
be prq)aied to say from our hearts, ^< it is 
<^ the. Lord; let him do what seemeth him 
** go^d^ :" " Lord, not my will, but thine 
^ be done." Above aU, the Scriptures far- 
nish the • most strong consolation and the 
most animating Aope, hope fidl of inwnor. 
tality, ^y directing our view beyond this 
lower world, to that world where sorrow 
hath no place. Afflictions here, however 
painful, are to be regarded as Ught, because 
they endure but for a moibent. If they last 
our whole life, that still is but as a mo^ 
ment, when compared with eternity. The 
word of God accordingly teadbes us to det 
our hearts upon that ,plaoe, " where only 
** true joys ^re to be found;" that place 
where God lAall <^ wipe away all tears fiom 
"the eyes of his servants; wheie there 
" shall be no more deadi, neither sorrow, 
" nor crying, neither, shall th^re be any 

^ I Smb. ill. l^. 
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^ more psftn'.'^ A hope of enterio^ iiitd^ 
this state is sat before m m the Serifrtsms ^ 
a hope founded oa ifae prditiises of hkoa 
who cannot I«e* and theieford to be takm 
as an anchof of the tonly botht stupe and 

sted&st. 

Such then am seine of the reasons fod 
searching the Scrtpttures. Wci should vikdt 
and hear them because they are the word 
of Godf the messagid firom. Gbd to man ; 
beoiuse they dedare untd ufr the way? oi 
salvation ; beeanse they make known mttof 
usthewiUrfGod; because th^y aie pto^. 
fitebfe for doctrine, for fepiooi; for corn 
reetion, for inatradtiotl in righteousness ; 
because they foraish us witit ground fOT 
patience, consolation^ and hope. 

II. IwiH Hbw, in the second plhcetpro^ 
ceed to say a few words on the nitoner ia 
which this duty of aeardiii^ the Scriplraw 
should be performed. 

Rmd them then /reyiMSw^ftf; read Aoi 
with hymilttyi read them with utttitiiohi, 
aiid a desire to practise what joa read \ 
neod them miHifsrveiti prater to God* by 
^^»»e Spirit they we« inditsd*>at he 

' Rev.jadv4b 
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wQidd ailHist- yon ia undeistauidbig thetn, 
swd IB mufcing tl^m ooBiributeto the wl* 
vation. of ^rour soidsw 

First, sead dlem^e^ iMiifi^. It is a re« 
l^roaehr'^and a iica^y ieproach«^J4iedy cast 
on 9ome people^ that the B&ks^ ^ book 
of Gody Iie8» uiiopeitedi in Aeir housesi 
l^et. not ttua reproaefa. beeast ctn you. You 
know hoMT' strictly God eq^oined the sirady 
q£.)m law widef this Mosaic dispetintion. 
^ Thd woids which I conuKMuid diee this 
^' dajjr sbaUi he in thine heart, and thou 
^' ahalt. teach tbem. diiig^itly unto thy chiU 
«^ direQ, rad shall talk of them when thou 
<^ aittest. m thine hmiae^ and whem tbou 
^^ walkest by ^. wqy, and wbien thou lies! 
^' down^.and y^bmi thoii nisest.up ;, and thoH 
^^ slialt bind tbeia for a aigp, upon thine 
^' haiid* aad ike^ sball be as frentlets bet 
^^ twe^ ^tmi» ^yea^ Aodi dwm shalt wdte 
«^ them. up<Hi the posts ^ tby faouse^ ainl 
'^ upoa thy gates'«^^ And i^^ in his 
Qbi^U> ^hua I ^' This boxrii of the few 
<« shaU ^Qt, depairt out of thy mouth,, but 
^^ thpushaltr|ned)tat^thi^eittdayandJligbt, 
^^ thafetbou Um^^t dbsiwm to <to ae<tc»iduig 

' Di^ut vi. 6«-9» 
f9 
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'^ to all that is written therein ^^^ If the 
law deserved to have this diligent and con- 
stant study — and most certainly it did, 
inasmudi as it jHxxseeded from God him- 
self!-4iow much .rather does the Gospel ? 
This careful study of the revealed- will of 
God was always a mark of his faithful sa- 
vants. In the description of a good man, 
in the .first Psalm, it is said, '^ His ddi^ 
<< is in the law of the Lord, and in hk law 
^^ will he exercise himself day and m^V^ 
The 1 19th Psalm abounds in passages ex- 
pressing the like sentiment. - Thus in the 
9th verse, >' Wherewithal shall a young mad 
^' cleanse his way ?-«-even hy ruling himsdf 
" ^fcer thy word/^ Again ; " My delight 
h shall be in thy statutes, and I will not for- 
get thy word/* And again ;** My delight 
shall be in < Ihy commandmentsi and my 
<' study shall be in thy statutes/* It was the 
praise of th^ Bereans, that upon* the first 
preaching of the Gospel, "they^ searched 
^^ the S(^pture8 daily whether these things 
** were. so?/* The consequence was, thsfit 
(( many of them believed/* And it is r^ 
ccMtled to the honourof Timothy, the feUow- 

* Joshua i. S. ' Acts xviL 11. 
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bbouiar of St. Paul, that *' firom a child he 
"had known the holy Scriptures, which 
u were able to mfike - him wise unto salva* 
M tion, through feith' which is in Christ 
« Jesus'/^ < ' 

Secondly, read them with humility ; 
with an humble teaoh&ble disposition, 
with a readiness to submit your own rea* 
son to the teadiing of God« Although 
all that is necessary to salvation in the 
Scriptures is plain enough for the un- 
learned, to understand, so plain " that way- 
f ^ fiuring men, though foc4s,^^ though simple 
and of a slow uncteistanding, " sl^dl noierr 
" therein V* yet there are many parts of th^ 
Bible which present so much of difficulty, 
that the most learned men have not been 
able to agree t:^n their' meaning. These 
difficulties are increased from the Scriptures 
having beai written in ' foreign languages 
which haveceased to be spoken,and written 
in times and countries, the manners and cus- 
toms of which were very different from our 
own. St. Peter, you know, says, that in St. 
PauPs Epistles " are some things hard to 
" be understood) which they that are igno- 

* 2 Tun. iii. 15. r J Isaiah xxxv. 8. 
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rant and unstable,'^ {uMUibie, not steady 
in their religious principles)) ^* wrest as th^ 
** do also the other Scripttires unto their 
♦* own destruction*.'^ If a man «its down 
to read the book of God with a proud con- 
ceit of his own abilities, of the powers of 
his own reason, be will be apt to give new 
and strange inteipretations of his own to 
the words of Scripture ; or perhaps to be led 
by seeming difficulties to reject the Bible 
altogether, and with it to give up all well- 
founded hope of a future life. Humility, 
an humble teachable disposition, will pre- 
rent these evils. When St. Philip asked 
die Ethiopian Eunuch, ^ Understandest 
<* thou what Aou readest?^* the reply was, 
♦* How can I, except some man should 
•* guide me*?''' Humility will dispose us 
in the study of the Scriptures to make use 
of the assistance which is offered to us ^ . A 

» ^ Pet. ill. 16. • Acts viii. 30. 

* I wish to take this opportunity of recommend- 
ii^ to tiiose who can eibrd it^ the '^ Family Bible/' 
IfHidy pnbliabed by iJie Socletj for Piximatiiig 
ChristiaQ Knowledge* All human works t^are tbetf 
imper£sction$; but the notes to the Family Bible 
bave been selected and brought together with much 
care and labour, and eompzise a rich store of most 
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fiinoere nieiiibcir of the Chimfik <rf £?«igiaiid^ 
ia paiticular^ ivitt 9idt iii!4thout great reason 
depart fbem the ii^ter^aretetioii of the doo 
trines pf Soipti^^ which is givesa by thect 
Cbureh in h^ Ankdes asd Prayer Book, 
The Artdeies and I^ayer Book were framed 
Wkh gfeat eare fuid paine hy men richly 
fiimished n^ith aU learning, human and di* 
vine ; men, like ApoUos, ^' mighty in the 
" SOTpttire»/^ in tiie languages in which 
they M^re originally Written ; ii*en too, who 
were ready to give up, and many of whom 
actually tbd give up^ every thing, even life 
ilself, for tbe doctnnes in them expressed. 
Neact to the declaimed ^nse of the Church 
qt fing^and^ m buinblc-minded member of 
liiaik Church will be disposed to seek as- 
sistance in understanding the Scriptures 
fifom his spiritual J^astor, iJx^ minister of the 
parish iu which he dwells, who is regularly 
appointed over him to watch for his soiil. 

Thirdly, read with ditention. Many peo- 
ple, I fear, Satisfy themselves with barely 
leading over a chapter or two of the Bible, 
li^out considering or ehdeavoUring to im- 

useful information^ and. of. strong and interesting" 
ittcit6inent6 t6 t)riBicti(id piety. 

F 4 
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press upon their* minds what they reid. 
Such cardess reading is attended m^th litde 
advantage. We must not be satisfied with 
simply reading or hearing the Scriptures, 
but must '^ mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
t* tbem.'^ And we nmst not cmly digest 
them inwardly, but must practise th^n out* 
wardly in our daily conversatibn and con- 
duct. We nuist endeavour, by divine aid, 
to avoid whatever in thought, word, ,Of 
deed, is contrary to the revealed will of 
God, and steadily to pn^tise whatever the 
book of God commands. ^^ In reading of 
V God^s word,*! says the Homily of our 
Church, ^^ he not always most profiteth 
«< that is most ready in turning of the book, 
\^ or in saying of it without the book; but 
^^ he that is most turned into it, tb£it is most 
inspired with the Holy Gho^t, most in 
his heart and life altered and changed into 
that thing which he readeth : he that is 
daily less and less proud, less wmthfiil, 
^' less covetous, and less desirous of worldly 
'' and vain pleasures : he that 4aily forsaketh 
'^ his old vicious life, increaseth in virtue 
" more and more/* 
Lastly, read the Scriptures vnth earnest 
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prayer for divine assistance. We kiiow that 
we can do nothing well without the help of 
the Holy Spirit, and we especially require 
the aid of that Spirit in r^ing the word 
of God. Our minds ' by nature are dark 
and blind, and stand in need of being en- 
lightened by him who is the Father of 
lights. By nature we are sadly ignorant, 
and destitute of spiritual wisdom ; but ^^ if 
" any man lack wisdom,^^ says St. James, 
^' let him ask of God, who giveth to all 
^^ men liberally, and upbraideth not^'^ 

AUow me, my friends, to hope that you 
will be diligent in searching the Scriptures^ 
and attentive to the great truths which' they 
contain. Those who are themselves un- 
j^ble to read, should embrace every oppor- 
tunity of hearing them read by others, by 
dieir friends, their neighbours, or their 
children. All should be regular and at- 
tentive in listening to the sacred Scriptures 
in church. 

Remember that God's word is intended 
to be a " lantern unto your feet, and a light 
" unto your path.*^ If you neglect it, you 

® James i. 5. 
F 5 
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will he in danger of walking on 6tiH in 
darkness. Th^ Scriptures are the best 
source of patience and consolfltion. If yon 
n^ect them, where can you look for sup^ 
port and c<Mnfort, under die changes and 
chances, the many sorrows and calamities 
of this mortal life? The Scriptures, finally, 
are able to make you wise unto salvs^n. 
If you neglect them, are you not guilty of 
neglecting the offer of salvation, of putting 
ftom you the gift of eternal life? 

Let me then again exhort you to Idbe di- 
ligent and constant, the i/^^%, study of the 
word of God. Pray eamesdy to him to 
enl^hten your understsmding, and warm 
your hearts by the influence of fliat Spirit, 
by whose inspiration the Scriptures were 
given. In the words of the excellent 
Cottect of our Churchy hiimbty beseerfi 
God, who '' has cauised aH hofy Scffiptures 
*' to be written for our leioming, to gnmt 
'* that we may in such wise hear tliem, 
*^ read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
*' them, th?ut by pati^rce and comfort of 
" hi$ holy wo©d, we tnay embrace, and 
" ever hold fest, thQ blessed hope of ever- 
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^^ lasting life, wbicb b^ hath ^ven us in 
** our Saviour Jesus Christ*,^ 

^ May I be permitted to su^est^ that in reading 
the Scriptures^ we should read those parts especially 
which are most applicable to ourselves^ and most 
suited to our compirehension. 7hpBe who are young 
in years^ or young in understandii^ will compara* 
tively derive Hide edification ^rom great part of 
th^ proph^ticf^ writings ^ And froipa those perls df 
the bo9ks of Moses which relate to the building 
and service pf the temple, to the Levitical rites, 
and to th6 municipal laws atid regtilations of the 
JtmM*, u e. Che latter j^ait of Bai&dus, nearly the 
whole 4>f i(4eYHi^S| aa4 pi^t pf Nutabers and 
P^uterooomy. ;8pme of l^t. Paul's Epistles relate 
in great m^asur^ to questions and customs peculiar 
to the tiiQC in which they were written ^ and the 
doctrinal parts of his Writings contain many things 
herd to be «nderltodd by ytei% atid nnlearned peiU 
S09e> The .tw^Uth aQfl thirtf^nth phepters of Bo» 
mens, tlie tbirt^nth cbept^r gf the first |2piatle t9 
the Corinthians^ and t^e three last chapters of 
£phesians, all persons would do well to commit to 
memory. 
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PRATBR. 

1 Thbss. v. 17. 

Prceij voithout ceasing. 

One of the most effectual means of main- 
tainiqg a principle of religion, in our hearts 
is prayer. In discoursing on this duty, J 
shall endeavour to set before you» ^irst^ 
some of the principal arguments for, or 
motives to, prayer; Secondly, the frame 
and disposition of mind witli which our 
prayers ought to be accompanied; and, 
Thirdly, the times at which they should be 
offered up ; to point out to you, in short, 

w 

Irt, why we ought to pr^y ; 2dly, kow we 
ought to pray ; and, Sdly, when we ought 
to pray. 

I. One great argument for prayer, is 
drawn from die consideration of the many 
necessities of our nature, for the supply of 
which We depend entirely on the bounty of 
that Being,, to whom our prayers are to be 
addressed. 
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Of the body, the wants are nuiDbei 
and continually returning. We stand in 
constant need of food and clothing, of the 
protection of sbine roof to shelter us from 
the weather, of preservation fiom all kinds 
of evil accidents ; and often of recovery 
from pain and sickness, or of fresh strengdi 
to enable us to bear it. As, fi>r the supply 
of all these wants, we are to put our whole 
trust in the goodness of God, so we are to 
seek such supply by devoutly calling upon 
him in prayer. Thus, when the apostle 
directs us to " be cardul,^^ or over-anxious^ 
" for nothing ;^^ he immediately adds, " but 
^^ in every thing by prayer and supplication, 
*^ with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
*> made known unto God.^^ And our Messed 
Lord, in the same discourse in which he 
teaches us for our food and raiment to de* 
pend upon him, who feeds the fowls of 
heaven and clothes the grass of the field; 
instructs us daily to pray for whatever is 
essential to hfe; to implore Gkxl to give us, 
day by day our daily bread*. ' ' 

But if the wants of the body' furnish a 
strong motive for prayer, a still stronger 

'Maltrvi • 
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ague h flinched by tile mmU of the $ouL 
Such 18 the natune of man sdnce the Ml of 
Adam, that we eanaot sewe God aeeept-^ 
ably without Us gnuse^ ^^ut doe aidrcf 
Us Holy Spirit. Thi»gmpe, faowevcfv thii^ 
aasistanoe of God^ good Sfwit, is fxromised 
to us in answer to o\ff {Hrayers. ^^^AsIl, anA 
^> ye diall hav^^ says out Lcmd ; ^' seek^ 
^^ and ye shal) find ; knook, and k shaD be 
^^ opened imtp you**/^ And that when hs 
said thisy he had pafticiifeffiy in view those 
sftehmial assistances^ :of whidii, I k^ve |iist 
9|MdoQn, amy be in^rred from what fcdlowB*; 
^ If y« beipg edi knowr how to give good 
\^ gifts uqtp. your ehili^nr^ l^xnr ikmdr mdii^ 
«^ shaU your h^i^senly £'fltiier give bis Hely 
1^ %Hi]t to tissm thajtask faim.^' The a«|pji 
ment is isdioftly Has. We riiall be tost for 
ewF^ if wiedonol) receive the assfstmcei of 
the Holy Ghost, aiid in oiiler toi^efseive it^ 
Vfe mint s6ek it m cUKgoit prayer* 

Attoliier ai^meiit for poaymt is ^dieivm 
(kmi dse tendency vi#ich it luis in itT'own 
nature to preserve us Jrom sin. Qne of 
Idle princips) and most constaiit iopks of 
imr snppficffitions to liup throse <if gmoe^ is 
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deliverance from temptations %b evH, and 
firom the bad passions and <xxTuptioM of 
our nature. Now the spirit of tihat mail 
must be bold and shameless indeed, who 
can go on prajnng to God to deliver him 
from evil, while at the same time he does 
not try, does not use any eicertion on his 
own part, to avoid what he knows to be 
displeasing to God, and to conquer the sin- 
ful dispositions, the evil propensities within 
hhn. It is an old saying, that either pray- 
ing will make a man leave off shining, or 
sinmng vnH make him leave off prajdng. 

Again : there is not one of us but has 
reason to lament his deficiency in heavenly'- 
mindedness. We aH probably feel, Ifiat our 
souls are too prone to grovd upon earth, 
to fix themselves upon worldly things, and 
are sadly wanting in genuine religious feel- 
ing and fervency of spirit. Prayer is the 
most likely way to correct Ais evil; not 
only as it is the appointed means of pro- 
curing the aid of God^s good Spirit, but 
also from the tendency which it has in itself 
to raise and spiritualize our thoughts and 
affections. The habit of devoutly address- 
ing ourselves to God in f^rayer, naturally 
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leads our minds away from earthly and 
VkiUe things, to those unseen things which 
are eternal; it tmnsports them fiom die 
objects of sense and whatever relates to 
this life only, to the world of spirits and 
the contemplation of heavenly subjects; 
and keeps alive and nourishes within us 
some portion of that religious feeling, 
whidbi the world and the flesh are conti- 
nually labouring to extinguish. 
. But farther ; it is our duty to call upon 
God in prayer, because it is enjoined by 
numberless precepts in holy writ, and re- 
commended by the example of our blessed 
Lord himsdf, and by that of all the true 
servants and saints of God. Our Saviour 
directs us " to pray," as well " as to watch, 
" that we enter not into temptation*." He 
commands us to ask, that we may ha\%^ 
to seek, that we may find ; to knock, that 
it may be opened unto us*. He has given 
us in the Lord's prayer a most e3fceljent 
form for the model or pattern of our de- 
votions ; and in two striking parables has 
instructed us, that men oug^t always to 

« Matt xxYi. 41. < M«tt. vU. 7. 
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pray, and not to feint*. His chosen ^ 
lowers enforce these, injunctions of thw 
divine Master. Thus St. James says, " if 
" any man lack wisdom,^^ (and we all do 
lack it,) " let him ask of God^^' Thus St. 
Paul bids us in the text to "pray without 
" ceasing ;^^ and in other places, toi^con- 
*' tinue instant in prayer »," and to watch 
unto the same with thanksgiving. .He di- 
rects us to " pray always with all prayer and 
supplication, and to watch thereunto with 
all perseverance^ ;" and in* the first Epistle 
to Timothy, he wills " that men pray every 
" where, lifting up holy hands *.^^ 
' Examples of .fervency and perseverance 
in prayer abound in every part of the holy 
Scriptures, which have recorded many of 
&e sublime and excellent- petitions offered 
up by holy men of old to the throne of 
grace. I will not pretend to enumerate 
these, or to tell of the prayers of the patri- 
ah^hs, of Moses, of Darnel, and of those 
many pious souls, who, by means of pmyer,. 
walked with God while on earth, and whoise 
devotion will in the world to come be re- 

^ ^ Luke xi. 5. and xviii. S. ' James i. 5. 
« Col. iv. 2. " Ephi vi. 18. U Tim. ii. a 
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wsrcM through the meiitft of Ckntt wMt 
everlastmg happin^M. Our blessed Locd^ 
who gave vs cm exaenotple that we sdumhl 
fellow Ittft dtepil) was apeltem to tis in this 
as m all other instaneesc Wie r^ad le*^ 
pesiedly of his earnestness in prayer, and 
that/he eoixtiiiued whole nights in prayer t^ 
God. His chosen foUoipeDs Vmte <lifitinv 
guidEied like their divine Master for Has^ 
fervency of their devotions ; aad yoursdves 
Yfdl know., that eamest Bui pers^eriag 
pfay er hi|s aliviayB been a leadoig fiantiire in 
the diaiacter of the true aervants of God* 

II. I proceed oow in the second place to 
consider tka^qusiificatiOBS) it^e €B$pwitk>n 
of mind^ widi ^hidi our prayem ought t» 
be aocompanied, in ardor ^ their h^ng 
accepted of Gkid; in othef Kvordsi topoint 
ont i&w we ought to ptay* 

One cf the first lequisites of aOceptahl^ 
prayer, is a sinoere wish dnd etideavonr to 
gfit the bettsr of ocnr sinSi For, yibat ii iA 
but an instance of gross hypoerisy^ aa in* 
suiting mockery of God, to pi^ with bur 
lips diat he would enaUe us to oyeiboBoA 
our corruptions, while we fe^l in our hearts 
Jio rea} wishi and in f^ct do not try to he 
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iielivered irom tliem? Thus it is «aid, " He 
** that tumeth away his ear fixMB hiring 
« the law, even his prayer shall be an aho* 
^ mination^;** and again, *• Ae sacrifice of 
" the wicked is abomination to the Lord^*' 
Where you will observe, that it is not the 
having sinned, or the feeling much of sin 
still remaining within us, that should ppe^ 
vent our praying to God: — this sense of 
liin, if attended with an earnest desire to 
be delivered from it, is one of the strongest 
ai^uments for prayer ; — but it is the perse- 
vering boldly in wickedness, without any 
endeavour to amend. 

 Again ; our prayers to be aciceptdbfe must 
be offered in fal^. ^< Let a nfian ask in 
** faith "j^^ says St. James ; and our Saviour^ 
** whatsoever ye shall itsk in my name betiev* 
** twg* ye shall receive*.*^ Our prayers must 
proceed from a firm belief that God is, and 
that he is a God that heareth prayer? froni 
a full persuasion that his ear is eter open 
to receive our supplicati<His, and that he 
will grant them, if not immediately, yet in 
his own good time ; provided, that is, that 

* Prov. xxviii. 9. ' Prov. xv. 8. " James i. 6. 
" Matt xxi. 33. 
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they 4re offered accofding to his will, and 
that the granting thCTti will be for am own 
real benefit. This faidi, this bdief, is 
founded upon the promises of his Son, to 
which I have aU^ady referred : " Ask and 
*^ ye shall have, seek and ye shall find, 
^^ knock and it shall be opened unto you^/^ 
From this promise, and many other pas- 
sages in holy writ, we know, as the apostle 
asserts, that ^' if any man ask according to 
^« God's wai, he heareth hini/' 
. Nearly allied to this qualification of 
prayer, if indeed it is not rather to be con- 
sidered as a branch, or part of it, is the 
precept that our supplications be ofiered in 
the name of Christ.- Our iniquities you 
know had separated between us and our 
God^ Christ hovt^ever, by bearing in his 
own person the punishment of our sins, \x^ 
recondled us to his Father, and stands ever 
ready to make intercessijon for us, and,-. as 
our Mediator and High Priest, to present 
our prayers befoie the dirone of the Most 
High. ^< No man can come unto the Fa^ 
" ther," he tells us, " but by him;'' and it 
is ^' through him that, we have access to 

• Matt. vii. 7. 
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" the Father/^ He theprfcffe aijoins us* 
to ofier all our pffayeis in his name. 
" Whatever ye shall ask the Father in my 
" name, he will give it ydu^/^ 

Humility and' contrition <^ spirit form 
another very important qualification of 
prayier, Whenwe address oursdves to God, 
iv^ should '^ &11 low on our kn^es before his 
^' footstool,^' penetrated with a deep sense 
of our unworthiness, and grieving at the 
remembrance of our numberless transgres- 
sions. '^ To this man will I look, saith the 
" Lord, even to him that is poor and of a 
" contrite spirit'/' and again, ^^ a broken and 
" a ccmtrite heart God will not despise^/' 
The gracious acceptance which attended the 
lo'wliness of the poor publican in the para- 
bleus familiar, I trust, to most of you. 

It is indispensably requisite, when we 
call upon God in prayer, that we should be 
a//^ii#iW to wlKit we are about. If while 
we pretend to be prayii^ to him, we wit 
fully siiffer our thoughts' to wander to any 
eardily vanity, we certainly are in s(»ne de- 
gree chaigeable with the guilt of drawing 
Tk&st to God with our lips, while our hearts 

I" johnxiv. 15. « Isaiah iKvi. t. 



fllMM 



ace fitr firom him». h^ pot, hoiveYer^ anj^ 
OM be diflcoiuraged by this €xpre8sioa« Tba 
hast men* who axe im)st exfimplaiy ia their 
devotions, are pot at all times abk wtisdy 
to conquec tlus ws^orit^gir tlus ^lasacttion 
of the D^d. It ia w iiptence of bim^a 
veakm^a^ irbiusbi it may bei: will cliiig to 
ua aa 1n»^ aa. >«e cxmtmne to be clothisd m 
mortality*. We muat laaaeat it as aucb, 
ami atriv€i and pmy against it. If we wilr 
fiitty giw way without t|iu» eotoleadiii^ 
s^iaatkjt.is no doubt highly btam^abte^ 
and. WQ must hear m mndr that, in pr^pop^ 
Iktti as this waadeiiiig of t^ mmd in 
^y^ ia sufifored to pre\tail» so iur are we 
wtatJng mgwuin^ pietyt aafiur do we&tt 
ahoct of that hoUnes^ the atteinment. of 
which ought to he tte gnaaJt object of onm 
lives* 

But wa vmmb not only be attentive in quo 
devotions, wia^^ must 9iaahQ£i9mest^ Mpor^ 
tem/0, ai^ /(orvvt^ Tim apimtual bles»f 
logs fiir whidir we ou^ piiiiei|ially to pmy 
ase hkaainga of tha gseataat impoctaneey 
bfeaaiaga witfiout whidh we abaU be lost fef 
evar. Weahoiiil4 thepefom sue fbr thain 
with n^ IjittJe waipntb and ^aiQ^tWBjfa. We 



shoidd pf ay widsi heart audi soull, HUq met^ 
vrfao are begging ftr tfaeic life. If we py^xr 
eULt petitMmsk coldly amd languidly, we act 
a» j# we had na fnx^ei! sense of the iMsti^ 
maUe valtie at titose blessings whidk we 
{^ret^nd to iinq>lorev aknost as if we oieant 
to be refused, or, si kast, did not gie»lfy 
iixie whether we weDe Defused or not. 

And be» I wouM oba^ire^^-««iad I mtmt 
hBg you to pay piorticulto attention to ^ 
oftservatiof'^^durt tfiis attentioia and Wf* 
n£tttxies9 mtist a^ompany not only oun pri^ 
vate devotions, but aiso die public prayers 
of the Church. The greater part of those 
pt&yen indeed^asrd pix»iounqed aloud by tiie 
minister dioate, but the whole coi^regotioA 
should take part iii^ them in. tjieir beauts^ and 
make them their crv^^ by saying, Am&nyst 
the eondui^n oii^ each« Some men id 
Cbureh appear to listen to the' parayers ad 
4iey listen to the lessosis^ esr to the sermon^ 
^diout ii!t any w^y j^sming in them. But 
sorefy this h to d^iat one great end of 
public womhfp, which was mstituted that 
aB might heartily join togedser in puttmg 
up their commoti su{>plioa^0Qs to God, and 
by the united «trei^ of dieir pmyers diaw 
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down his blessing upon them. Wl^n the 
prayers in church are pronounced by the 
minister, he is not praying alone, but is 
speaking in the name of the whole congce- 
gation, who are not merely to listen to what 
he says, but are them^^elves fo join with 
earnestness aiid devotion. 

III. And now, in the third place, I will 
oflfer a few remarks upon the times, at which 
our {Nrayers should be oSeteA up; will sug- 
gest to you when you ought to pray. The 
direction of the apostle is, that we should 
{»ay every where, and at all times, sho^ 
" pray,^' in short, " without ceasing.'* Not 
diat we are required to be always on our 
knees, to be continually without inter- 
mission engaged in offices of devotion; 
This would be inconsistent with the lawM 
business of this world. What is required is^ 
that we should always be in a readiness to 
pray ; that we should very often offer i|p 
short ejaculations and petitions fw protec- 
tion and spiritual strength; and that we 
should have • staled times for devotion, in 
the observance of which we should be re- 
gular and constant. Of Daniel we read, 
^^ that he kneeled on his Jkneeis three times 
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*^ (| day%^^ and prayed and gave tbanks to 
GgkI. And David says of himself, ^< at 
*< evening, and morning, and at noonday 
** vnll I pray, and that instantly/^ It were 
well if we followed the example of these 
4istingu]0hed servants of the Most High ; 
but, at least, every morning and evening 
we ought to direct our supplications to 
God, imploring die pardon of our sins, and 
his protection from dangers spiritual and 
temporal. 

Besides our private devotions, diose, who 
are flithers and masters of families, should 
observe the old and exoeUent custom of 
fiitiiily prayer •[ and none of us ought ever, 
without some very sufficient reason, to ab- 
sent ourselves 0|i the Lord's day from the 
public prayers 6f the Church. 

It has appecuted then, I trust, that it is 

both our interest and our duty to call upon 

'Dan. yi. 10. 

*For this purpose^ I would recoannend either 
tbt Lord'a friiytr, General Confession, CoHeet for 
tbe wet k> sod morning and evening CoUeeti) or 
Pp. Wilaon*t FaiQil^ Pi^yer^ ; or ]^p. Gibfon> j qr 
ihe selection of Faniily Praters from the ^ew Ma« 
nm\, which is published by the Society for Promot* 
ing Chrisliain Knowledge. 
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God in prayer, because prayer is the ki« 
stituted means of obtaining his Uessingd, 
temporal and spiritual ; because in itself it 
has a tendaicy to keep us from sin, to noib' 
riah in us a heavenly fhone of mind, and 
because it is enforced by the precepts of 
holy writ, and reconunended by the ex- 
ample of all die true servants of God. 

It has appeared in the second place> that 
in order to their being accepted, they must 
proceed from a humble and penitent heart; 
must . be c^ered up in faith, and in the name 
of Christ ; must be preferred with atten*- 
tion, with earnestness, and with warmth; 
and that they must be not only fervent, but 
also frequent. 

My friaiidis, let us seriously examine our 
own conduct by what has been above uiged^ 
Are we in the habit of thus callii^ upon 
God, or, as it is in the tiext, of pmying Mdth* 
out ceasing ? We read of men^ who say in 
their hearts, " What is the Almighty, that 
^^ we Aould serve him ; oi what profit shall 
'♦ we have if we pray unto him;*' and of 
othfers, who are branded with the censure, 
that '* they have not called upon^ God.'* 
Are we liable to the same repioach ? If we 
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ait Mvirig ^ithotit prater j we are jivtng in a 
state of the utitiost danget ; from which w^ 
may indeed be recovered byjimne gmee, 
birt one of the first symptonur of our td-' 
covery tHll beibund in our callitig upon 
God. Or, though we do sometimes pray 
with our lips, do we pray without attention, 
without earnestness ? While we outwardly 
seem to be engaged in our devotions, do 
we wilfiilly suffer our thoughts to wander 
to earthly things, without lamenting and 
striving s^nst this waywardness of spirit ? 
In proportion as this is the case, we have 
reason to fear that our hearts are not right 
with God, that we are but little influenced 
by real piety, that we are still far from the 
kingdom of heaven. We must contend 
against this dulness of religious feeling to 
the utmost of our power; must beseech 
God to assist us in our prayers, and to 
pour into our hearts the genuine spirit of 
grace and suppUcation. 

To conclude. Let us be frequent and 
earnest in private prayer ; let us pray in our 
families constantly and devoutly; and let 
nothing but some real and weighty hin- 
drance prevent us from taking part in the 

G 9 
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public service of the Church, In shcMrt, let 
us «« pray without ceasing ; let us continue 
'« instant in grayer, praying always with all 
*« prayer and supplication, and watching 
" thereunto with all perseverance/^ 
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PUBLIC WOBSHIP. 
Heb. X. 25. 

Noijbrsaking the assembling afourseloes together^ 
as the manner of some is. 

jTHE first teachers of our holy religion^ 
and the servants of Grod in every s^, ap* 
pear to have laid peculiar stress upon the 
duty of *^ assembling together'^ for die pur* 
pose of public wor^ipr For not only is 
it in itself a duty of great importancei the 
neglect of which seems, generally speak- 
ing, to imply no little disregard of our re- 
ligion and of its divine Author^ but because 
neither can doctrines be inculcated, nor 
other duties enforced with any prospect of 
success, while this continues to be neg* 
lected. For discourses upon subjects of 
whatever importance, are necessarily lost 
to those who reiuse to come to hear them, 
who literally " set ^t nought their instrucK 
** tion, and will none of their reproof,^^ To 

g3 
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this duty, therefore, I now wish to draw 
your serioufi f tt;entio;a) and iip treating of 
it I shall consider, first, the reasons on 
which it is founded ; and secondly, the ex- 
cuses which too many p^-sons are ready to 
advance to vindicate their neglect of it. 

L Tirst then; the public service of our 
Church is instituted, and excellently cal- 
culated, for two important purposes, dis- 
tinct in their nature, but both tending to 
the same great end. These are, first, the 
joining togetiher in public or common 
prayer and praise to God ; and secondly, 
attention to the instruction, the exhorta- 
tion, the admonitioft, and reproof contained 
in his holy wbrd. 

Let us consider the first of these, the 
joining in common or public prayer and 
praise to God, and examine — I will not say 
ki what respects it is superior td — »but in 
what it differs fixxn, prayer addressed to him 
m jMivate. And here I must request the 
particular attention of those persons, who 
are in the habit of saying, fliat they worship 
God sufficiently at home; that they can 
serve him in their own houses as well and 
as effectually as at church. We may re- 
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mark then in the fin^ place, that^ the holy 
rdigion which we profess is a social reli- 
gion ; a religion, the very nature as well as 
precepts of which, require its sincere pro- 
fessors to have fellowship or conununion 
one with another; and this communion is 
particularly to be maintained in prayer and 
other religious offices. Accordingly we 
read of its first teachers, the Apostles, that 
they " all continued with one accord in 
*' prayer and supplication*,^^ that "they 
*^ were continually in the temple praising 
*» and blessing God**:" and we are told of 
their earliest disciples, that "they continued 
" sted&sdy in the Apostles^ doctrine and 
*< fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
" in^^ common " prayers' ;" and that they 
resorted to the place " where prayer was 
" wonttobemade^," So necessary, indeed, 
was this duty considered, that in the pas- 
sage which I have selected for my text, 
" the forsaking the assembling of them- 
" selves together,*' appears to have been 
deepied by the Apostle as a sort of apostacy, 
as a desertion of the faith of Christ. 

• Acte i. 14. * Luke *xiv. 5S. * Acta ii. Aft, 
'Actsxvi. 13. 

G 4 
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Again. Many of the bledsings which ^v^ 
ask iiom heaven, are blessings of a public 
nature. *' O, pray for the peace of Jem- 
«< salem*/^ says die royal Psalmist ; the 
Apostle exhorts that *^ supplications and 
^* prayers be made for all men, for kings 
^^ and all that are in authority^;'^ and we 
are to pray for the general wel&reand pros- 
perity of the Church and nation to which 
we belong. And surely it is peculiarly 
fitting, that supplications for public and 
common blessings should be offered in 
common ; that we should join together in 
imploring those mercies, of which, as mem- 
bers of society, we stand in need. 

Of the especial blessing promised by our 
Saviour to the social exercise of religion, 
you are continually reminded in the prayer 
at the conclusion of the ordinary Church 
service. *' Where two or three,^' says he, 
^* are gathered together in my name, there 
" am I in the midst of them^.^^ Does it not 
follow, that to forsake the ^' assembling of 
" ourselves together^* for public worship, is 
to act as if we despised this blessing, as if 

< P«dm cuii. 6. '1 Tim. it. 1,8. 'Matt, 
xvil. 20. 
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we set no value Upon this immediate pre- 
sence of our Lord ? 

Farther yet. We are bound to do all that 
we can to promote the interests of religion ; 
in other words, to advance the glory of God: 
we are bound to " let our light so shine be- 
" fore men, that they may see our good 
" works, and glorify our Father which is in 
" heaven '*.^* And doubtless this great end 
19 more advanced by public than by private 
prayer. It is of the nature of the latter to 
shun observation ; to be known only to 
God and to ourselves ; but by joining in 
public prayer, we openly profess ourselves 
to be the servants and worshippers of the 
only true God, and call upon all around 
us to worship him also, and to " fall low on 
" their knees before his footstool.*^ And 
where a whole congregation join earnestly 
..and devoutly in offering up their common 
supplications to their Maker and Redeemer, 
it is obvious how much this must contribute 
to the individual edification of its members, 
and to the nourishment and increase of a 
devotional feeling ^ 

^ Matt V. 16. 

' Greatly would it tend to promote tbe high pur- 

G 5 
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Praise and thanksgivings even for pri- 
vate and personal mercies, and still more 
for public blessings, seem peculiarly to de- 
mand to be offered up in public. A mind 
really penetrated with gratitude, is glad and 
anxious to ^' shew forth'^ its thankfulness, 
to celebrate the kindness of him, by whom 
it has been benefited, and ^^ to make the 
" voice of its praise to be heard/^ This was 
the manner in which the man after Grod's 
own heart, " the sweet singer of Israet^^ 
expressed the feelings of a gratefiil soul. 
He rejoiced to give thanks in public. " I 
** will not keep back thy lovingrkindness 
" and truth from the great congregation. I 
will pay my vows,*' says he, "in the sight 
of ail his people, in the courts of the 
" Lord's house, in the midst of thee^ O Je- 
" rusalem^." 

posea for which public worship was instituted^ if the. 
whole congregation would join audibly in those parts 
of the service in which they are directed to joio j — 
for instance, in the General Confession, the Lord's 
Prayer, the alternate verses in the PselmB and 
Hymns^ in the Creeds, and the Responses in general. 
Whenever the clerk's voice is heard, the voice of 
the whole congr^ation should be heard also. 
■* Psalin cxvl. 
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The Book of Psalms indeed contains the 
fittest expression of every branch of devo- 
tion, and the religious feelings of David 
ought to be the feelings of every one of us. 
Let me beg of you to consider, hovir highly 
he valued the privil^e of taking part in the 
public worship of God, and how deeply he 
lamented the temporary privation of it. 
^' O how amiable,^' says he, in the Ixxxivth 
Psalm, " are thy dwellings, thou Lord of 
^^ hosts. My soul hath a desire and a long* 
V ing to enter into the courts of the Lord. 
*^ Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, 
" they will be always praising thee ; for cme 
day in thy courts is better than a thou- 
sand« I had ratiier be a door-keeper in 
" the house of my God, than to dwell in the 
*^ tents of ungodliness.'^ The xliid Psalm 
appears to be a pathetic lamentation, of his 
being for a season deprived of that public 
exercise of devotion in the-Lord's house, 
in \ifhich his soul delighted. ^' Like as the 
M' hart desireth the water brooks, so longeth 
my soul after thee, O God. My soul is 
athirst for Grod, yea even for the living 
>* God ; when shall I come to appear before 
" the presence of God ? Now when I think 

66 
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^* thereupon, I pour out my heart by my- 
'' self, for I went with the multitu<fe, and 
^^ brought them forth into the house of 
" God^'' 

O, my friends, why have we not nnire of 
this feeling ? why are not we, like him, ^^ glad 
" when they say imto us. We will go into 
^^ the house of the Lord l^^ if we are not^ is 
it not a symptom that we are sadly wanting 
in spiritual-mindedness and rdigious affec- 
tions ? that we have great reason, earnestly 
to implore God by his grace to soSasa our 
hearts, and to fill them with the genuine 
spirit of piety and devotion ? 

Such then, my friends, are some of the 
reasons, upon which I conceive this duty of 
puWc prayer to be founded ; and you will 
observe, that all that I have hitherto urged, 
applies as much to divine service when 
there is no sermon^ as wh^i tfaare is one. 
We are required '^ not to forsake the assem- 
^' bling ourselves together'' ioc the purpose 
of public worship, by the whole spirit of 
our holy rdigion: it is. our duty to take 
part in this worship, because bf its tendency 
to advance the glory of God, and to pro- 

* Psakn xlii. 
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mote Christian edification ; because it is pe« 
culiarly calculated to draw down public 
blessings ; because it is the fittest expression 
of our thankfiilness; because it is recom- 
mended to us by the examjrfe of David, and 
of all the fiuthfUl servants of Grod. 

But the service of the Church was in- 
stituted not cmly for the purpose of com- 
mcxi prayer; it provides also for the in- 
struction and edification of her members 
by " reading the word of God/' and by 
** preaching/' 

The word of God we know " is able to 
*< make us wise unto salvation S" and, in 
order to this, '^ is profitable for doctrine^. 
'^ for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
^^ in righteousness/' And which of us is 
there who does tiot stand in need of some, 
or of all of these? The word of God " is 

profitable for doctrine and instruction iii 

righteousness." Man by nature *« is 
" like a wild ass's colt™," and greatly ig- 
norant of those things, which belong to his 
soul's health. There are t€>o many per- 
sons, who though living in a Christian 
country, yet continue sunk in this igno- 

» « Tim. ill. 15, 16. » Job xi. 12. • 
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ranee, and in danger of perishing with those 
who know not God. To rescue them from 
this state of darkness and of the shadow of 
death, the ministry of the word was ap- 
pointed by the Son of God ; for both faith 
and saving knowledge ^* come by hearing, 
" and hearing by the word of God ;^^ but 
*' how shall they,'^ iot whose benefit this 
word was intended, '^ how shall they hear 
^< without a preacher?^' Jesus Christ him- 
self came as it was foretokl of him by the 
prophets *^ to preach the Gk)spel to the 
^^ poOT,^^ and we read that th^ to whom he 
preached in person ^' heard him gladly:'^ 
and with good reason heard they him, for 
he had the words of eternal liife. But does 
he not still speak to us in the words of his 
Apostles and fivangdists? Does he not 
stiU address to us the words of eternal hfe, 
in those Scriptures which are indeed able 
to make us wise unto salvation ? If this 
be so, what must be said of those men, who 
are guilty of wiUully refusing to come to 
hear God's word in God's house ? Do they 
not act as if they loved darimess rather than 
tight ? as if they valued not the Gospel of 
salvation? as if they despised and set at 
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nought both the ministers and the word of 
the Son of God ? If they continue ignorant, 
their ignorance is wilful ; if they " are de- 
'^ stroyed through lack of knowledge",*^ 
their destruction is of themselves. 

But possibly some persons will plead that 
they are not ignorant ; or that, even if they 
are, they have the means of instruction in 
their own hands; that they are able to 
read ; and that fh)m the Bible and other 
books they can learn their duty, and how to 
please God sufficiently at their own homes, 
without having recourse to die public in- 
structions of the Church. Allowing all this 
to be true ; admitting that they are already 
equal to a ^^ scribe instructed unto the king- 
** dom of heaven ^^* or that they may with- 
out difficulty become so, still these persons 
are not exempted from the duty of joining 
in the " public prayers*^ of the Church, 
even supposing that they need not her in- 
structions ; for the obligation to take part 
in public worship is, as I before observed, 
distinct from that of coming "for religious 
information, and is equally incumbent up<te 
ail; upon the wise and the unwise, upon 

" Ho8. iv. 6. * Matt. xiii. 59. 
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the learned no less than the unlearned. 
But farther ; the word of God is not only 
profitable for doctrine and instruction, it is 
also profitable for exhoriationi for correct 
iiofij and reproof. Superior learning and 
knowledge are not always attended with 
corresponding holiness of life. Even those 
who lure well instructed, stand sometimes 
in need of being exhorted to greater fer- 
vency of spirit, to greats zeal in their 
Christian war&re; they sometimes may 
even require admonition and reproof. Ad- 
monition and reproof it is true are unpleas- 
ing to the pride of our corrupted nature ; 
and it may be, that there are some men so 
devoid of all Christian lowliness of mind, 
and so ill able to brook admonition, as for 
this very reason to absent themselves from 
die house of God : men, who though their 
minister is bound at the peril of his own 
soul to warn them p, are yet offended with 
him for so doing, and who withdraw them- 
sdves fi'om his ministry lest the evil of their 
ways should be plainly set before them. 
All pride however, and spiritual pride niore 

P Ezek. iii. 17. 
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especially, is most dangerous ; and no light 
vengeance naay be feared by those, who re- 
fuse to be c6rrected by the book, or by the 
ministers, of God, and cast '^ God^s word 
"behind them.^* 

The service of the Church then was instil 
tuted, first, for public or common prayer ; 
and, secondly, for public instruction, ex- 
hortation, and admonition from the word 
of God. Upon each of these accounts it is 
the duty of all Christians to resort to it. It 
is also our duty, as it is a principal part of 
the observance which we owe to the Sabbath 
or Lord's day. The obligation to keep holy 
one day in seven, and to dedicate it to the 
service of the Most High, we all acknow- 
ledge ; and we all, I trust, are sensible, that 
one great reason of the institution of the. 
Sabbath was, to preserve the knowledge of 
God and of his ways, and regularly to call 
off our thoughts from the world and things 
of the world, and for a time at least to fix 
them on those unseen things that relate to 
eternity. Doubtless then, to neglect the 
public service of the Church, is to act con- 
trary to this obligation, is to pro&ne the 
Lord's Day, and in no shght degree to. 
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frustrate and render vain the gracioi^^ pur- 
poses for which it was appointed. 

I am now, as I proposed, in the next 
l^ace, toconsider some of the accuses, which 
men usually advance, to vindicate dieir 
neglect g[ public worship. That there may 
be sufficient excuse for absence from tfa^s 
house of God, I am eyer ready to allow. 
Sickness for instance, or reasonable fear of 
sickness ; attendance upon the sick ; or the 
care of infant children, are of diis descrip- 
tion. And wh^n a house stands remote 
from odiers, or contains many things of 
value, it may p^aps be inexpediait ta> 
leave it entirely empty and unguarded. The 
pleas howev^ Miiich are frequently ad- 
vanced are misefably weak, and too clearly 
shew from their very nature, that they pro- 
ceed from a disr^aid for rdigion, a disin-^ 
dination to die service of God. Some per-- 
sons, for instance, endeavour to excuse 
themselves, because they are prevented by 
some worldly business, by some househokl 
cares and occupations. Since the Sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the 
Sabbath, works <^ necessity and of charity 
are on that day permitted tons; and if they 
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ca0 at no other time be performed, may 
perhaps even excuse oar absence from 
church. But are the cares end the business 
viiihich these persons pleads to be classed 
with either of these ? Oftentimes they are 
works which might have been transacted in 
the pnecedii^ week, or deferred till some 
day following ; and oftentimes the Lord^s 
holy day is purposely set apart icx some 
worldly occupation, such as the settlement 
of accounts, sudi as journeys of amuse- 
jnent or of business ; sometimes such a& 
tiie cleansing of their dwelling and of their 
apparel. Even during those six days in 
which men ought to work, it is vfoy pos- 
sible to have out hearts and minds so fax 
engaged in the affairs of this world, as to 
rkk the loss of the one thing needful : if 
they are suffered to induce, lis to neglect 
the care of our souls and the service of 
God on God^s own day, they become most 
dang^ous^ and we have nsason to fear that 
we are the servants of Mammon, not the 
servants of the living God. And we are not 
ignorant that those men in the parable 
*^ who all with one consent began to make 



140 Public Worship. 

*< excuse^'^ for neglecting the invitation of 
theit* Lord) on account of some worlf% 
hindrance, were not so excused, but counted 
unworthy of the heavenly feast, and left tQ 
perish in outer darkness. 

Others again will, perhaps, plead that 
they are ashamed to appear at church on 
account of the poorness of their clothes. 
If the meanness of your raiment is the con* 
sequence of your own n^lect, you may in- 
deed take i^ame to yourselves ; but this is 
no excuse for neglecting your duty to God. 
If it is the effect of unavoidable poverty, it 
is no reproach to you ; and if any one mocks 
or makes sport of you for it, that man will 
have much to answer for at the last day ; 
for be that despiseth the poor, as well 
as ^^ he that oppresseth him, reproacheth 
** his Maker'." In all such cases recol- 
lect that God does not look to the ap*- 
parel, and outward appearance, but to the 
inward thoughts and dispositions of the 
heart. 

But not to occupy more of your time in 
examining these and the like excuses ; let 

^ Luke m. IS. ' Prov. sW. SI. 
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each p^raoD) who is inclined to advance 
them, seriously ask his own heart, and let 
him ask it as in the immediate presence of 
God, whether he really wishes to join in the 
prayers of the congr^tion, and is really 
grieved when unavoidably prevented ; let 
him ask himself whether his excuse for ab- 
sence from church is such as ought in 
reason to be admitted ; whether in fine it is 
such, as he could venture to plead beford 
the judgment-seat of Christ* There are in- 
deed, I fear, some men who neglect public 
worship, without even pretending to make 
any excuse for their conduct* They absent 
themselves fi:om church, from a mere spirit 
of indolence and carelessness. They think 
it of no consequence wheth^ they go thi- 
ther or not, and had rather spend the tiine 
in sleep, or in amusement ; by their fire- 
sides, or in idle empty talk with thoughtless 
men like-minded with themselves. And 
what can we say to such persons as these \ 
Alas !, if they would reflect seriously but for 
a single moment, surely they would be sen- 
sible that they ar? destitute of genuine 
religion ; that instead of being possessed of 
that fervency of spirit which is recom- 
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mended by the Apostle, th^y aie sunk in a 
deadly slumber, in a fatal spiritual lelhafgy, 
which, unless they are roused from it by 
some alanning dispensaticai of Providdice, 
and the influences of God's good Spirit, will 
terminate in tbe everlastrng* destiiicfion of 
body and soul in hxSX^. 

And now^by way of conclusion permit 
me to repeat the sidbstanoe oi what I have 
advanced. 

It is your duty to resort leguhriy to di<- 
vine service — and this both when thefe is 
no SeroKHi, and when there b one ;-^b€.% 
cause it is your duty to take part in com- 
mon prayer, chi account of its peculiar ten* 

* I believe ft apiaeiineK hflfyenrtiwt menaBtent 
thenwelvea from church from a ctiallke to th^r mi- 
nister. Now 10 the first place it is probable that 
tliis dislike is entii^Iy groundless, occasioned it may 
be by their minister's faithful execution of his of^ 
ilee. .But«?ea eiiiipOBing it ID be weU4baBdedi y€t 
what a weak pretext is thie for n^gfeclHig a kno wfi 
^uty} Those who go to church»^o. thither opt t« 
please their minister, but to please their God. For 
a man to stay away, to heglect the service of God, 
itnd the care 69 his own salvation, because he dislikes 
Kis miaiit^, itf an inftfeAoe of faXiy thiirortfaf^ a mm* 
sooaUe beiJtg* 
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jdency to i»?omo4e the glory of God, and 

the edification of man ; on. acoount of thfe 

jespacial blessing and presence of our Sa^ 

'viour promised to it, aiid because it is roK 

commended by the precepts and example of 

the faithfiil servants of God« It is aho 

your duty to come to chqmh for the sake 

of the instruction^ the ^chortation^ the ad» 

fAonitian^ there addressed tx> the congre^ 

gation by God^s minister. And fiurdier, it 

is your duty because It is an important part 

bf the observance due to the Lord^s Day. 

The truth of what I have said on this sub^ 

ject, you are yourselves I am persuaded all 

ready to allow. Let me intreat you then 

seriously to reflect, that every time that you 

deUberately forsake " the assembUng of 

" yourselves together as the manner of 

** some is ;*' every time that you wilfully 

absent yourselves from church, without a 

really good and weighty reason, you are 

guilty of sinning against God with your eyes 

open, are guilty of leaving undone what you 

know and acknowledge you ought to do. 

Of the danger of such wilful disobedience 

you cannot be igncnant. But surely, my 

friends, you will not act so foolishly ; you 
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will not be such enemies to your own souls. 
Let me rather hope that you will nmke the 
<< Sabbath of the Lord/^as in other respects, 
so especiaUy in this, << a delight, holy to the 
*< Lord, and honourable ^:^^ that so &r fiom 
n^lecting, you will be anxious to take part 
in his public worship, and like David be 
sincerely grieved when you are unavbid^ 
ably prevented ; that you will really take 
pleasure in the public exercise of deTo* 
tion, and will r^oice to resort to the house 
of God *^with the voice of praise and 
^< thanksgiving, with the multitude that 
^* keep holy day/' 
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SERMON IX. 

BAPTISMAL TOW. 

Deut. !▼• S9. 

XMp6 heed ufOo yowrnloeSf k$i ye forget the 
ccvenani of the Lprd your God, 

Although God the etemal Spirit is 
to be worshipped with a spiritual worship, 
yet the devotion of the mind may be assisted 
by sensible objects* It has accordingly 
pleased the divine Author of our religion 
to appoint certain significant rites to be the 
means of conveying to us Grod^s grace, 
while at the same time they have in them- 
selves a natural tendency to excite and 
strengthen a religious frame and temper of 
soul. Such rites are the twQ^Sacraments : 
for by the word Sacrament, you know, 
is meant " an outward and visible sign^**— 
a sign that may be seen — ♦* of an inward 
<♦ and spiritual grace given unto us ;** 
which sign must have been " ordained** or 
appointed *' by Christ himself, as a means, 
M whereby we receive sudj grace, and as a 
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" pledge'^ or token " to assure us*' that we 
do receive it. The. only two Sacraments 
thus appointed by Christ are Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper ; "both of which are de- 
clared by our Church to be " generally ne- 
" cessary to salvation/' necessary to the 
salvation of all those Who have it in their 
power to partsike of &em. 

The first of these Sacraments is Baptism. 
The necessity of Baptism appears to 
arise from the lost state in which man i& 
by nature. The natural state of man ia 
repeatedly called in Scripture, ** the flesh.'' 
Our Saviour says, " that which is born of 
" the flesh is flesh*:" St. Paul assures us, 
" that they that are in the flesh cannot 
" please God**;" and tells the Ephesians, 
that they had heretofore been "dead ia 
" trespasses and sins," had been " the 
" children of wrath even as others ^" Ac- 
cordingly our Church begins her office for 
Public Baptism with reminding the con- 
gr^ation " that all men are conceived and 
" bom in sin, and that our Saviour Christ 
aaith, none can enter the kingdom of 
heaven except he be bom anew of water 

VJohoiii. 6. "» Roto, viii, 8. « Ephes. ii. 3, &<r. 
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*< and of the Holy Ghost/^ This plaialy re- 
fa» to Our Lord^s .confa:«nce with Nico- 
demus, in which he says, '^ Except a man 
be born agailQ — born of water and of the 
SpiHt, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God**.*^ The ritie of Baptism had been be- 
fore in use amtmg the Jews : and that they 
were supposed not to be ignorant of its 
spiritual signification, we may ihfer fipohi 
diur Lord^s saying to Nicodemus, "Art 
" thou a master in Israel, and knowest not 
" these things ?^^ When St. John came as 
the harfoinfger of die Messiah, he came bap- 
tizing thbse who repented of their sins. 
And our Lord himself, though he needed it 
not, yet submitted to be baptized, in order 
that he might fulfil all righteousness. 
And when the time came that the Christian 
religion was to be preached throughout the 
world, he adopted the rite of Baptism, as 
the means of admission to the privileges of 
the Gospel. Thus in his commission to the 
Apostles to make disciples of all nations, 
he charged them " to baptize them, in the 
" name of the Father, -and of the Son, and 
" of the Holy Ghost*.^' From that time to 

* John iii. 3, 5. * Matt, xxviii. 19. 

h2 
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the present, Baptism, the washing of rege- 
neration, has been the instrument of ad* 
mission into the Church of Christ ; and 
thus our Catechism instructs us, that in 
Baptism we change a state of wrath for 
a state of grace ; that in Baptism ^y we are 
^^ made members of Christ, children of 
^^ God, and inheritors of the kingdom, of 
" heaven.** Members of the Church of 
Christ have an interest in the promises 
made to that Church, in the promise of 
the Spirit among the rest. The offices 
for Baptism, accordingly, consider the 
baptized person as being made God's 
own child by adoption, as being rege- 
nerate ^ 

' The benefits of Bi^tism being so greats and 
its necessity so apparent, it is very ri^bt and 
fitting that parents should take an early oppor- 
tuDity of bringing their children to the lMq>tiBmal 
font. The Prayer Book says, that '' children who 
** are baptized, dying before they commit actual 
'' sin, are undoubtedly saved ;'* consequently, a pa** 
rent who for a long time wilfully defers the baptfsm 
of his child, acts as if he was r^ardless of its soul's 
health. You will not think, that there is any im- 
propriety in entering into covenant with God in* 
J<inti, who from their tender age cannot understand 
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I toi fully persuaded, that none of you 
can be so ignorant as to suppose, that this 

the conditk>ii8 of that covenant^ if you bear in mind 
that God himself appointed, th»t under the Old Tes- 
tament dispensation, children, should be entered into 
covenant with him, by the sacrament of Circum* 
cision, when they were only elg^t days old. Now 
&e Christian sacragient of Baptism appears to 
stand in the place of the Jewish sacrament of Cir- 
cumcision i like, that it is the instituted means of 
entering into covenant with God 5 and certainly 
there is no reason why it should not be administered 
at an equally early age. Little children, we know, 
are in the Gospel pecuHarly invited to come to 
Christ, who ** was much displeased with those who 
'' would have kept them from him. Suffer little 
** children," said he, " to come unto me, and forbid 
'' them ndt> for of such is the kingdom of God." If 
children Wete capable of being the peculiar objects 
of Christ's care and attention, and peculiarly fitted 
to be members of his kingdom, surely they are ca- 
pable of being admitted into covenant with him by 
Baptism. When we read of the Apostles baptizing 
whole households, it is fitir to infer that the chil- 
dren in their &milies were not excluded. Again, 
St. Paul represents the children of beMeving parents 
,48 being kol^; and if holy, certainly not incapable 
of being made members of the Church of. God. by 
Baptism 5 but probably called holy for this very rea*- 
son, because they had been sanctified or made holy 
by the washing of regeneration* For all these rea* 

H 3 



1 50 Baptismal VovL 

glorious inheritanoe, in the case, I mean, of 
those who come to years of discretion, is 
forced upon us, whether we will accept it 
or not. You all well know, that the title to 
it is conferred, upon the condition of our 
fulfilling our part of the agreement ; upon 
the condition that we adhere to the vow 
and promise into which we then entered. 
And I am persuaded also, that you cannot 
help seeing, that if a man of mature years 
lives in the neglect of his baptismal vow, 
his baptism, so far from being of any use 
to him, must rather increase his condemn- 
ation ; must increase it, inasmuch as he 
is guilty of despising the offered m^^y o( 
God, guilty of deserting or drawing back 
from a solemn vow. I am satisfied, that 
you cannot help seeing, and allowing this. 
Suffer me then to direct ypur attention to 
a few particulars in your vow of baptism, 
and to intreat you to consider seriously, 

Bons, supported by the constant and uniform prac- 
tice of the Chnrch of Christ from the eariiest ages, 
we hold in the language of the 5frth Arti|de> thatt 
** the baptism of young children is iq any wise to be 
^' retained in the Church, as most agreeable with the 
^' Institution of Christ." 



whether you have kept it or not. This I 
am sensibfe is a trite and common subject^ 
but there is no subject more useftil, no 
subject which mwe requires to be again 
and again insisted on^ 

You engaged then, in thie first place, " to 
" renounce the devil and all his works ; the 
" pomps and vanity of this wicked world ; 
*' and all the sinlui lusts of the flesh/^ 
Have you adhered to this engagement? 
Have you in reality thuis renounced the 
three great enemies of man's salvation ? 

The devil you know is the author of sin. 
His peculiar works are pride, envy, malice, 
lying, and tempting men to transgress 
against God. Have you carefully avoided 
all these works of the devil ? To be lifted 
up with pride especially is the way " to fell 
^* into the condemnation of the devd**?^^ 
Are we free from pride ? Are we humble 
in mind, and lowly in our behaviour, both 
towards God and man ? Again ; envy is 
said by a wise though uninspired writer to 
be one of the characteristics of the great 
enemy ; " through envy of the devil sin 

»» 1 Tiifa. iii. 6.. 
H 4 
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y entered into the workl'/^ Do we ever 
secretly repine at the good which Aiapi^etig 
to a neighbour ? When we see another, 
whom our pride perhaps tempts us to 
regard as less deserving than ourselves, in 
.prosperous circumstances, and getting on 
in the world, while we continue in a poor 
and low condition, do we fisel no lurkii^ 
grudge, no emoticm of envy ? Do you fed 
no such emotions when you see or hear qf 
a poor neighbour pairtaking of bounty, irom 
which you derive no benefit ? If you do 
you have not forsaken the works of the 
devil. 

To bear any malice or hatred, in our 
jbearts ; to wish to be revenged ypon those, 
who, as we think, have injured us, is to 
partake of the character of him, who is 
oiade up of malice, and who ^^ viras a mur* 
y\ derer fiom llie b^inning^/' If, there- 
fore, you wish to keep your baptismal vo^, 
avoid careiully every feeling of hatred or 
malice, every desire of revenge. 

Nothing is more directly the work of the 
devil than /^in^; for he, we are told by our 
Lord, ^^is a liar, and the fkdier of lies^'^ 

' Wisdom iL 24. ^ John viii. 44. > Ibid. 
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If ever ttiemfore you are gtiilty of lying ; 
if either the fear of suffering, or the hope' 
of gain, or any oAer motive whatever, 
^ould induce you to be guilty of wiMu^ 
fiilsdiood, you are guilty of doing one of 
the works of the devil, and Consequently of 
iH^eaking your baptismal vow. 

Still more, if possible, are you charge- 
able with this guilt, if, not content with sin* 
ning against Grod yourself, you do the office 
c^tfae tempter, and try to prevail on others 
to do what you and ihey know to be wrong ; 
if you seduce them into drunkenness, or 
uochastity, or pro&neness, or any odier 
violMi<Hi of the divine law. 

You renounce, in tiie second place, ** the 
" pcmips and vanity of this wicked world .^^ 
The worid: has numberless methods of 
tempting us to desat our fidelity to God. 
I will not pretend to mention them aU, but 
ynll caH your attention to one qt two of 
the most dsoigerous of them. Do we then 
never Mi in wi& the stream, with the com* 
mon priK^ticc^ and manners of those around 
ud, widiout con^Bidering wheth^ it is war- 
ranted or not by the commandments of 
God? Dowenever suffer the dread of the 

H 5 
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ridicule or the laughter of men, the fear of 
being tfiought or called singular or precise, 
to frighten us from serious religion, from 
what we feel and know to be our duty? If 
we are guilty of such unmanly cowardice, 
we should remember and tremble at the 
words of our Saviour. " Whosoever shall 
" be ashamed of me and of my words,^' 
whosoever shall be adhamed of religion, 
^^ in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
^' of him shall the Son of man be ashamed 
'^ when he comedi in the glory of his Fa- 
** ther with his holy angels™." 

Our fidelity to God is endangered both 
by the men of the world, and by the things 
of the world. If we have escaped the dan- 
ger arising from the former, how do we 
stand with regard to the latter ?' The cares 
and business of this life may lawfuHy be at* 
tended to, and ought to be attended to, in 
due subordination to die care of the soul. 
But, do we never s\xS&r Item to occupy the 
first place in our attention ? Do we never 
suffer them to make us neglect reitgion? 
never sufi^ them to choke the work of 
God, and render it unfruitful? Remember, 

" Mark viii. 38. - 
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if wb#ft tte 4[^r¥ke Qi God calls yon. c^ 
w^^t youi dkUbera^y pejnoful thejMSfVic^of 
tberiirc^d ^le^d ypu in the opposite difeci- 
tioot yoUf t»l6e tbe. world for your vom\^ 
xa&iet than, tlie Aboofightyv you/ are the ser^ 
vant6jo£ inamiQOii, notjJthe ^er^wts of the 
living: jGk^ ; ' you are the slaves of tfant world 
wbiQh at your Baptiaoiyou soleimi^: re^ 
no^aeed. 

You renounced aiso all the sinful Iqatt; 
of the .flesh. If you ask what tiiese are, 
§t» J?aid tells, you in the 5th. chapter of the 
Epistle to the Gralatia];!^. ^^ The work3 Of 
^^ (be ^y^i^- 9^y$ he, ^^ a^e mmi^^ which 
'' 9ie tbe^e^^ad^lti^Ey, ibj^icAtion^ uncleaiib- 
nQs§, ti$ciriQM68#a9,; idQ^try, witchcraft, 
hsKlredi varifLnce, ^muk^tionst wiBtb» s^tri^ 
" aec^iStiQli^i iiere?ip?^. §^Yy^J^f^ murders, 
^^ drupki^ness, and si^cb. ^ke/^ C^rej&dly 
readpirei this 9fui$9g0^$aid reflect dgripusly, 
that: tf yott ihave bei^ g^^illy pf apy pf these 
wofks of tbf : flesh,; yQU.h^v§ IwgJfi^n ypw 
baptianiaL vQtfv Thesin.<^fpjpicatiopicalI 
in^WMi /of uiK(^9|d^9 MS^ n^p^pfi of in 
^(^{Hxafe as pepuliar^ repugnaqt to |be 
. ChiistHin . pro p^ujjarly 4aii. 

fSSi(<m in their cpnseqf^feinic#^ Wri^k 9t 

H 6 
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anger ; variance or quanrdUag ; 
and drunkemiess^ ar^ ako, you will observe, 
classed among those works of tlie flesk 
which are violations of the baptismal cove* 
nant, and which exclude those who are 
guilty of than finom the kingdmn of Grod. 

vThe second great branch of your engage* 
m^it was, ^^ bdief in all the articles of the 
'' Christian Faith/' These are shcnrlly 
brought together in the Apostles' Creed. 
Consider now how fiir you undefstand, and 
really bdieve, the several aiticles which 
that Creed contains. 

The most impcMtant of them are, betirf 
in God the FatW, whox^eated ; in God the 
Son, whoredeemed; ancf in God the Holy 
Ghost, who sanctKeib you. Have you sin- 
cerdy embraced, and do you stedfiedy hold 
these fundamental artides of fiath ? Do 
yo)» redly believe in: God the Father, who 
QU^youaadall&eweiid? D^ you pre- 
serve upon your minds a coratMit ssase of 
his presence, and are you guided in all ymi 
do, say, ordiink, by a gmeral view to his 
will 0nd his glory? Do yau effaotwHy 
brieve in God die Son who redeeoK^ 
y ou and aU- fliaiikind ? Are you welly per* 
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suaded in your heart, that Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, did by his death upon the 
cross make satisioction for your sins, and 
the sins of the iwhole world ? Have you a 
^nkful remembrance of his death, and do 
you shew your thankfufaiess, not with your 
lips only, but in your life ? 

Do you believe in God the Holy Ghost 
who sanctifieth you and all the elect people ' 
of God ? Are you sensible that your na* 
tme is so weak and corrupted, diat you 
cannot do any thing that is acceptable to 
God without the aid of his Spirit, and do 
you seek for that aid in fervent prayer to 
him, who giveth his Holy Spirit to theni 
that ask him ? Do you seek it afeo in the 
diligent use of the oth^ means of gmoe, 
particularly in the participation of the 
Lord^s Supper ? 

In the third place, you engaged to ** keep 
«( God^s holy will and commandments, and 

to walk in the same all (he days of your 

life.^^ Have you fidfilled this part of your 
engi^ement ? What the commandments 
of God are, you wdl know. Many of those 
whidi foibid (he commissiDn of sin, I have 
toiidied upon in the fomier {NKt of this dis- 
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couise. Wiiii r^ifmi. to thoiie comnifiuij^ 
mente whicfai enjoin religious dispoBitions 
and leUgiOua dutiep, aak your own con-r 
Kienf es. whether you lor^ and serve God 
as you oughl: to do } WhetiK^ you treat hl9 
nanae with reverence* never taking it ip 
vain, or in any way pro&i^ing it. C^sidar? 
whether you keep holy the Lord's day ; 
whether you ar^ dutiful and obedient, to 
parents, and to magistrates, and all that ajre 
in authority; ii^^i^cgr you are caDejful to 
keep your hands 6om picldogand stealings 
your tongue 6x>qi evil speakipg, lying and 
slanderiK^; whether you ar^ contonlediin 
that state pf hfe) in which, the provi4enp^ 
44 God has plaoid you. If you hve in the 
wilftil n^lf^t of any of God's commsuidr 
ments ; if you am in the habit of sweanng. ; 
in the habit of neglecting diurchi and tfa^ 
duti^ of Uie Lcwd'/^ day ; if you ar^ guilty 
erf reviliqgi, pr of evilH9p^i]»g9 or ci any 
other wk agftimt tib^ divine law ; you have 
broken ysour baptismal vow« have gone baek 
fi;Qin your baptisnud engagemei^ and hme 
beo^me HKpps^ to the ctursi^ wfaieh.is 
tbceat^ned. to. aU ^loae .who ..wtlfitUy; '^go 
-'' aatrayifrtWJthftWMuniiirfi^^ GMJ' 



Consider well^ my inmids^ what has been 
said. Revolve it again and again in youf 
minds, and beseech God to br ng it home 
to your hearts and consciences. You some* 
times probabty hear and read of men's 
being converted or unconvertedr being re* 
newed or unrenewed, and many like ex* 
pressions. All these expressions come in 
fact to the same thing ; and all questions 
respecting them are answered by the an- 
swer to the enquiry, which I havB endea* 
voured to press upon you. Are you sin#. 
eerely endeavouring .to Mfil your baptismal 
vow, or are y<m living in the neglect of it ? 
if you are habitually mindful of your bafk 
tismal covenant, and wish, and sincanriy 
try, to live according to it, with earnest 
prayer for Grod's grace to enable you to do 
so, you are converted", are renewed^ are ia 
a state of grace, in a state of justificaiJOii. 
If you habitually neglect it, or ha-ve wilfully 
d)rawn back, and continue to draw back. 



^ By the term convetsioni I mean a turning 
turning from sin to God, the tiiming from the evil 
of our doings^ the turning away from wiekednesd^ 
4md doing that i»Uoh is la^vftjliiid ngbt. 
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from it, you are unrenewed, and in a state 
of condemnation. 

If you faithfully Iceep to the engagements 
into which you entered at the font ; if you 
endeavour to renounce the siAs of die devil, 
the world, and the flesh ; if you sincerely 
beUeve all the articles of the Christian 
faith, even though your faith be weak; and 
if it is the desire and purpose of your heart 
to keep God's holy will and command- 
ments, and to walk in the same all the days 
of your life, even though your obedience is 
marked with much imperfection ; if, I say, 
this is the case, then, happy are ye. Your 
interest in the privileges conferred at bap- 
tism remains firm. Humbly b^ God to 
keep you m this state,, and seek for the 
ccmfirmation and increase of all spiritual 
blessings, by devoutly partaking of the table 
of the Lord. But if, on the other hand, 
you unhappily have habitually broken, and 
ar? still living in the n^lect of your bap- 
tismal vow, let me intreat you, before it is 
too late, to think upon the dangerous con- 
dition you are in. You " have forsaken the 
guide of your youth, and broken the co- 
venant of your God.'' You have deserted 
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tiie standani, imder whkh you 
to war; hav$ drawn back from the €ngage^ 
ments into which f&a had entered. Re- 
member that they diat draw back, forfeit 
the £iyour of Almighty God-^his soul can 
have no pleasure in them — ^and that they 
that draw back, " draw back unto perdi- 
" tion®.^^ Reflect upon the awful warning 
of the Apostle, in the Epistle to the He- 
brews; "He that despised Moses' law, 
" died without mercy under two or three 
" witnesses ; of how much sorer punishment, 
" suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
*' who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
" God, and hath counted the blood of the 
" covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unhoTy thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace'.'' To this sore 
punishment, my friends, all those are ex- 
posed, who live in habitual and wilful neg- 
lect of their baptismal engagements. If 
you are of the number of such, let me in- 
treat you, ere it is too late, to reflect upon 
the danger hanging over your heads. 
** Escape for your life, for evil is before 
" you." Flee instantly from the wrath to 

° Heb. X* 39r P Heb. x. 28, 29* 
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come, and labour talmng fordt.firuits laedt; 
for repentancet And because tbrougk tbe 
weakness of our mortal nature we can do 
no good thing without God, let us 9pfiy 
to him for grace and help in time of need 
Let us say, ^^ Turn thou us, O good Lord, 
^* and so shall we be turned;^' and let us 
implore him to grant unto us the aid of the 
Holy Ghost to create in us a new heart, 
and renew a right spirit within us, to enable 
us for the future- to ke^ steadily to our 
'baptisnuil engs^ement, and ta preserve us 
from again going back from it. 



SERMON X.* 

TBE lord's SUPFSR. 

Luke xxii. 19. 

Thi$ do in remembrance of me, 

A CHRISTIAN Pastor, anxious for tbe 
salvation of the souls committed to his 
charge, must be y^y desirous of seeing him 
people regular compmnicaiits at the Lord^s 
table. He knowa. that nothing ought to 
k^p them from it but absolute unfitness. 
H^ knows that if they are unfit for the 
Lojd^a Supper,, they arf^ unfit for heaven ; 
and that if th^ are unfit for heaven, they 
are in constaiit dgnger.of the condemnation 
of hell. He cannot therefore but be un* 
easy to see many--**indeed,.to.see a«^r*H)f 
hift flocks of matui^e ye»fl aqd undenrtand* 
i^, in the habit of turning iSmv hacks, upon 
that sacred rite, which wafli appointed: for 
theii: spiritual sustenanoe* 

* This Sermon is also printed as a Tracts price Sd. 
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With tills impression on my mind, I wish 
now to address you on the subject of the 
Lord's Supper. In doing which, I shall 
speak, First, of the institution and nature 
cf this sacrament ; Secondly, of the obli- 
gadon which we lie under to partake of it 
constantly ; and Thirdly, of the qualifica- 
tions necessary in (uder to partake of it 
wordiily. 

I. The institution of the Lord's Supper 
isrecorded in neariy the same terms by three 
€i the Evangelists, and by St. Paul in his 
first Epistle to the Corinthians^. The sub* 
stance of them all is given in the Com- 
niunionSafvice of our Church, in which we 
are reminded, that *< our Saviour Christ, in 
^' die same night that he was betiayed, took 
*' bread; and, when he had given ^anks, 
^ he brake it^ and gave it to his disciples, 
•• sa3ring. Take, eat, this is my body which 
«< is given for you : do this in remem^ 
*^ braiioe of me. Likewise after supper he 
<^ took the cup; and, when he had given 
(( thanks, he gave it to tliem, saying, Drink 
^^ yeali of this; for tins is my blood of tl^ 
*' New Testament, which is shed for you, 

^ Qiap. xi. 83-^25. 
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*^ ami for many, for die reoiission of sins : 
** do this, as c^ as ye shall drink it, in re* 
" membrance of me/' 

From this account we find, that the 
Lord's Supper is to be looked upon as a 
memorial, or commemoratiye act. We are 
commanded to eat the bread and drink the 
wine in ^^ remembrance'' of Christ; to put 
us in mind, or make us remember^ that his 
body was broken or wounded upon tiie^ 
cross, and his blood poured forth for our 
sakes. And while it puts us in remem* 
brance of these things, it ought to excite in' 
us those affections, those emotions of heart, 
and especially that thankfulness, which such- 
a wofiderftil instance of mercy deserves. 

But though the Lord's Supper, is to be 
regarded as a memorial or commemcHative 
rights yet if it were to be considered in this 
fight o»/y, it would hardly deserve to be 
called a sacrament. For a sacrament, m 
we are taught in the Church Catechism, i$ 
not only ^^ an outward and visible sign of 
" an inward and spiritual grace given unto 
** us," but also, " a means whereby we re- 
" ceive tihat grace, and a pledge" or token. 
" to assure us" that we do receive it. Now 
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if the Lord'd Supper were merely aa act of 
remembrance, it would by no means come 
up to this definition of a sacrament ; and 
accordingly it is the doctrine of our Chuich, 
that the Lord^s Supper was instituted, not 
only for the continual rememlnrance of the 
^' sacrifice of the death of Christ, and of the 
** benefits which we receive thereby,^^ but 
also as. the means of conveying to the 
devout communicant the benefits which 
Christ's death was designed to procure ; as 
the '^ means of strengthening and refresh- 
^' ing our souls, by the body and blood of 
^^ Christ, as our bodies are'' strengthened 
and refreshed by eating bread and drinkii^ 
wine**. " The cup of blessing which we 
" bless," says St. Paul, **is itnotthecom- 
" munion of the blood of Christ? The 
^' bread which we break, is it not the com- 
" munion of the body of Christ*"?" In 
compliance vrith this doctrine, the Lord's 
Supper is spoken of in the first exhortation 
in the Communion Service, as being to us 

^ See Waterland and Law^ if this volume should 
fall into the hands of any who have access to toch 
aotbon: 

« 1 Cor. X. 16. 
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«' spifitiial foodaiMi sQatepaoce ;'' sAid soon 
after, devout parfokers of it are said " spi*^ 
'^ ritually to eat the flesh of Christ, and to 
(( driBk his blood ; to dwell in Christi and 
^^ Christ in th^n ; to be one with Christ, 
'' and Christ with them/^ In the same 
sense, in the prayer immediately before the 
]»ayer of consecration, we intreat, that ^ ^ we 
^^ may so eat the flesh of Jesus Christ, and 
^' drink his blood, that our sinful bodies 
may be made clean by his body, and bur 
souls washed through his most precious 
blood, and that we may evermore dwell 
^' in him and he in us/^ And thus, we ask 
in the {nrayer of consecration, that '' we may 
'^ be partakers of the body and blood of 
^^ Christ/^ All these expressions of spi- 
ritually eating the flesh and drinking the 
blood of Christ, of dwdling in him and he 
in us, of being partakers of his body and 
blopd, mean precisely the same tiling. They 
are figurative modes of expressing our 
partaking in the benefits which Christ^s 
death purchased for us ; and these aie, for- 
giveness of sins, and the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit. In . the same sense are to be 
understood those stiong expressions in the 
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Church Catechism, whidi assort, that ^« the 
^^ body and blood of Christ aie verily and 
^^ indeed taken and received by the fidd^il 
<^ in the Lord^s Supper ;'' which mean no- 
thing more than that the^atVA^/, those, who 
with hearty repentance and true feith re- 
ceive the Lord's Supper, do verily and indeed 
partake of the benefits which the death of 
Christ purchased ; the forgiveness of sin, 
and renewed strength from the Spirit of 
holiness. 

A sacrament, however, is said to be not 
only the means of imparting divine grace, 
but alsoa pledge or token to assure us that 
we receive it. It is usual among nien to 
acccxnpany, with some outward sign or 
token, the appointmait to any digm'ty, or 
office, or possession ; or the conclusion of 
an agreement or bargain. In this country, 
for instance, in several of the high offices 
of state, the appointment to or relin- 
quishing of them, is accompanied by the 
delivery or giving back of a seal, or wand» 
or staff: the conveyance of land is often 
completed by the conveyance of the writii^ 
relating to it, or by taking bodily possesi* 
sion ; or, to adopt a still more femiliar il 



The Lories Supper, 16^ 

luatrstion, whaot a iarming servant is hired, 
it is . customary to give a small piece of 
moa&y as a pledge or earnest. And in a 
manner somewhat similar are the bread and 
wine in theLord^s Supper to be looked upon 
as an outward token, or pledge, ofr eame&tt, 
l^ the ddiVery of which by the hands Of 
his minister, God conVfeys to the devout 
communicant the benefits which those sym- 
bols rapresmit. 

These benefits, you will recollect, are 
i^poken of as-being received by l^ejaithfulj 
md by the feithfiil cmly. Thus while the 
981ii Articte of our Church assorts, that 
** the body of Christ is given, taken, and 
** eat^ in the Lord's Supper only after an 
^f heavenly md spiritual manner ; and the 
^^ mean whereby it is received and eaten is 
*' feith:'^ the 99th says, *« The wicked and 
H such as be void of a lively faith, although 
" they' do carnally and visibly press with 
**^ their teeth the sacrament of the body and 
** blood of Chnst, yet in no wise are they 
H partakers of Clinst/* 

H. Frpn^ the foregoing account of the 
institution an4 mature of the Lord's Supper, 
the obligation to partake of it is sufficiently 
I^fon, We ar^ enjoined^ to partake pf it 
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by Christ himMlf. «« Do tmis^'' m^ 1i», 

'< IM REHSMBKANCS OF »CE;|[ DUlKK YS 

^* ALL OF it/^ If we reftee to conutuaiiiii 
cate, we are guilty oi disobeifieiice to our 
Loid's authority, and of course expose ouiv 
selves to Ae penalty of disobedieiice. Why 
call ye him Lord» Lofd, and do n<^ the 
things tfaaft he ss^? 

Reflect too upon the time at whioh oiu* 
Saviour appointed this ordinanee; It was 
in the '* same night in which he was be- 
'*trayed/* At the time when he was upott- 
the point of enduring t&e seremst agony ^ 
mind and body ; when he was just about to 
encounter the most cruel indignities) to be 
mocked and scoufged, and spfil ilpon^ and-' 
at last to und^go a most painfiil dte& ; 
and all for our sakes ; then it wafi (iittbhe 
instituted this sacftmient, in <xdfft to piit ta- 
in lemembrance of his suflfeftegd. Ckitmnly 
we cannot refuse ta comply wWi thia his 
last, his dymg request, witfiout being gfuiltjr 
o^deep ingratitude. Had' we beM con- 
demned to suffer death, and sdtne fHeiid 
had given hims^ to die in oUi^ stead, we 
should have felt r?ery thankful to him. And 
if he had desired te to. do someliling to- 
mit usr in nrfad of Wd^ kindness, we ishoidd 
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hai/ie Mt bcMmd by tte slaoiigeBt tiad to 
oomply Willi kb cequest^ Let us sot 
be iessidiaiil^ to htm idio died to save 
US' fihooi eipeilajltihg desdi; who, when we 
WemsinileR^ ^^gave his life a moacHB for 

CkMi8id^teo,lliat&a Lcml^s Sttpper was^ 
intoided to ooniwy to ualhiebehefito^ which 
the dealii of CUriilt purchased fm us^ even 
the forgiveness of sin, and Ihe assistance of 
the- Hofy Ghost. If we had no sins to be 
foigivvn, or if oor own strengdi weie suf* 
fioient to tiie p&tfortDmce of the divine 
will, yet sliH we could not n^kot this sa- 
oramentv without being giiihy <^ disobe- 
tiehee and iugrafitudei ^ But if we «ie laden 
ti4tb sins, and compassed about i^tb iofiN 
ndities*^*<(as^ Wbeth^ we feel and confess it 
or not^ is hideed the case with- every one'Of 
vn^*^ sunely concams us in Ibe highest de- 
g^iea to do what we can to ^oeure to our^ 
sdves these inesthnable benefits ; and to 
Fsfase* to partake of the Loid^S' SlXt>per, is 
to actlikea«idi man, who tfaxowsfiom him 
the medicine, by which he m%fat be 
healed; — ^it. is^ misomie liicBSUfe,.' to in^rjte 
and court our own condemnation. 
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Our Lord himself^ inhis very lemaibd^Ie 
discourse to the Jews in the &3ti elmpt^^lf 
St. John, says, ^* Except ye eat the flerii ef 
the Son of man, and drink bi» blood, ye 
have no life in you/' ^' If a man,'' indeed, 
as our Church wisely and charitably teaches, 
by reason of extremity of sickness, or hy 
any other just impediment, do not receive 
^* the sacrament ofChrist's body and bloody 
yet, if he do truly repent him of his sins, 
and sted&sdy believe that Jesus Chr»t 
<^hath sufibred deatii upon the cross for 
^« him, and shed his blood for fais iBde]ftp«> 
*^ tion, earnestly remembering the benefits 
'' he hath tha^y, and giving him hearty 
^' thanks therefore, he dolih eat and drink 
^' the body and blood of our Saviour Christ 
'^ profitably to his soul's heahh, aMioi^h 
^' he do not receive the sacrament with his 
" mouth V But if a man, without sudi just 
impediment, wilfiiUy refiises to partake of 
the body and blood of Christ in the way 
which Christ himsdf has appointed, he eer^i* 
tainly acts as if he cared not for the 
strengthening and refireshing of his soul, or 
even for the soul's spiritual life. 

' Last Rubrick in the Communion of the S3ck. 
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III. Bat pethaps you adanowledge the 
oblifatkm to coottiiuniGate, but are afhud 
of communicating unwordiily • Let us pro* 
oeed di^, in the thiid place, to consider 
tl^ qfiiatificatioBs teqilisite m order to por^ 
take of the Lord^s Supper. These quaU- 
ficfitions comprise nothing but ^hat is ne- 
cessary at every part of our life, whether 
we receive the Lord'sSupperornot; nothing 
but what weengs^ed for at baptism; nothing 
but what is necessary to fit us for death. 
They may be comprised in two words, 
yiitVA and fepeniance. In the Church Ca* 
tebhiaii, in answer to the question, ^^ What 
^^ is required of them who come to the 
** Lord^s Supper ?" it is replied, " To ex^ 
^< amine themselves whether they repent 
^ them truly of thdr former sins, stedfastly 
«^ purposing to lead a new life ; have a lively 
*« &ith in God's mercy through Christ, and 
'^ a lliankful rem^fnbiance of his death, and 
" be in charity with all men.'' 

Of the nature of repaatance, none of you 
\ hope are ignorant. It consists in real 
heartfdt sorrow for sin, together with a 
sincere sted&st resolution to walk for the 
fiitare in newnesisi of life; a resolution to 
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aw>id to tlie ubwoMtof >ow* poww niiateKrer 
is dkplttBing to Godf and te> Uve aob^y, 
righteously, and godly in thi$ prnma^ w^d. 
Faith 18 a real belief in the iiwdamtBtid 
doctrines of 4lie Gospd, pactkadariy ia dbit 
$most fitfufemental doctrine, the death of 
Christ for the sins of the w^vld { a helief, 
which is not the mere absent of the un<fe& 
ataadiag, but the persuasion of tbe beait, 
shewing itself to be hving aod ai^re by ibe 
good fruits which it pnxhioeB on the oon^ 
duct ; a fidth in short whidi worfceth by 
)ovB. Of sudi a faiih iim m^fA cmm- 
quence is Ma^yWaMs^rr^^ a thanfcfiil m^ 
^membrattE^ of diQ death iofC%rist/^ For 
certainly a mm$ ^bo reafly ha^mm tbat 
when he was .exposed to ejemal deslh* the 
fioH of God died lo reame him, will feel 
tibaidJui Sat ^wh a stupmidQiisf instaocQ of 
ieiiripgrkindii^ss. The b^ngjaporfoot cha- 
rity with aU m^, imp^» tib&hitfhouriiag no 
ill-will, a freedom fTomaU desire of nsFeo^, 
a leadineas to foi^^ve injuries, and to pro- 
oioote the wetfore of all within our reaich. 
This in &bt may be conflidQaei a9 a part 
of repentance. The quidiftpMiw^ (&p ^ 
XiOid^a SuH^par 9^ mentioned mtber more 
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at leagth m tlie Gowiiiwon Service. 
«< The way and mmm tfaeietot is first ^to 
'^ examine your lives and conversatioas by 
^^ the mite of God's commwdinents, and 
" whereinsoever ye shall peaxreive your- 
^' sdves to have ofiended, either by will, 
^^ word) cor deed, there to bewail your own 
^^ sinfulness, and cca^fess yourselves to Al- 
mighty God with full purpose of amend- 
ment of l^. And if ye shall perceive 
^^ your ^^eaces to be such as are not only 
^^ <against. God, but also agidnst your neigh- 
^' 1|;>our, then ye shall reconcile yourselves 
unto them, being ready to make satis&c- 
tion aceprding to the uttermost of your 
ppwer iQr ^ mjuries and wrongs doi^ 
^^ by you to ^y odier ; and beii]^ likewise 
^^ ready to forgive others that have offended 
'* you, as ye would have forgiveness of 
" your offquces at God's hand.'' And 
again, more shortly, thus ; /^ Judge there- 
fore yourselves, brethren, that ye be not 
judged of the Lord ; repent you truly for 
^^ your sins past, have a Uv^y and stedfast 
^^ £|ith in Christ x)ur Saviour, am^d your 
" live^, and l?e in perfect charity with all 
*' qien^" . And whajt i^ there here whidi 
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id not the bounden diity of ew^ one of m^ 
whether we receive the Lord^s Supper or 
not ? What iB there here^ which is not ne- 
cessary to entitle us to die comnion privi- 
leges of Christianity ? What is there here 
that can be n^lected ' by any one, who 
wishes to meet death with comfort ? Those 
who have opportunity, do well, if before 
communicating they give more time than 
usual to prayer and self-examination ; but 
the qualifications above mentioned com- 
prise all that is absolutely requisite. 

Many persons seem to entertain the mis- 
taken and dangerous idea, that though ^ 
man is nqt fit for the sacrament, he yet may 
be in a state of acceptance with GoA^ and 
his eternal interests safe. Believe me, my 
fiiends, it is, generally speaking, impossible 
for a person of mature years to be unfit to 
partake of the Lord's Supper, and at the 
same time fit for heaven. For in what does 
your unfitness for the sacrament consist ? 
in the n^lect of repentance ? in a determi- 
nation not to quit your sins ? in an obstinate 
refiisal to lead a new life ? Alas ! if this be 
so, you are in a most perilous situation, 
whether you receive the Lord's Supper or 
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not/ You are in a state of death, and eter- 
nal sufferings are hanging over your head. 
For you cannot hope for forgiveness with- 
oiit repentance, and if your sins are unfo?- 
given, they will ruin you fbr ever. ' " Except 
"ye repent, ye shall, certainly perish." Or 
is it that you are wholly without feith ? Is 
it that though you profess and call yourself 
a Christian, you really believe neither in 
God the Father, nor in Jesus Christ whom 
be hath ^ent ? If this be so, you are yet in 
your sins ; for without feith it is impos- 
sible to please God, and it is through feith 
in Christ alone that forgiveness is offered. 
If however you tell me that you are 
heartily sorry for having oflended God, and 
wish and intend to use your best endeavours 
to please him for the tim^ to come ; but that 
you fear: that your sorrow for sin has riot 
been deep enough, that your repentance is 
iirtperfect ; if you say ferther, that you 
really believe the great articles of the 
Christian i^ligion, and are^ influenced ii) 
your conduct by this belief,' but that your 
faith is weak, and not sufficiently vigorous 
and active ; I should' then exhort you to 
diskniss your fears, and to draw near to the 
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table of your Lord in humble reliitnce upoa 
.die mei^cy of God. A0 long as we are in the 
body, we shall continue full of imperfect 
tions, and if none could partake of the 
Lord'8 Supper, but those whose fidth sod 
i^ipetitance are in evay respect perfect, who 
could venture to approach it } We profess 
to come, '^ not trusting in our own righte- 
^* ousness, but in God^s manifold and great 
^' mercies ;'' we there confess ^< our manifold 
^< sins and wickedness,'^ and acknowledge 
that ^* we are not wordiy so qiucfa aa to 
'^ gather up the crumbs under his table.'' 

Or peihaps you appsefaend, tbough your 
repentance be now sincei^, that at some fu- 
ture period you may &II into sin» If none 
were to recdve the Lord's Supp^ but those 
who can he sure that tbey shfA henceforr 
w^rd be perfei^tjy iiee firom sin, no one 
ought to receive it, fin* there in up man livr 
ii^ that sifineth pot. It is b@cau|3e we are 
continually exposed to temptation, piul 
GontinqaUy in need of having our Souls 
strengtheiied and refreshed, that fhe Lord's 
Supper ought to be cpptinu^y received. 
This saf!Fament wfts $^poiqtod5 not §99 
^ge)s, not ^ glorified saints, but for sii§^ 
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n^^s; fQT ^nmrs who are penitent, ai^d 
vnrish to a^ihdu^ their sins, although they 
expect not to subdue them entirely while 
they cpntinae in the body. 

Serious attention to what has been said 
pf the qus^ific^ions requisite in order to 
partake of the Lp^d^s Supper, ought to re- 
move all the groundlestS obstacles which 
prevent men from communicating. I wish 
however particularly to address two de- 
ficriptions of persons. 

Many pf ypu say that you are tpo yo^f^ 
to comn^nn^cate. But are you too young 
to repenf apci helieve ? Are you too your^ 
to fe^ Wtd to ^rve Qod ; tpo youi^ to 
wish to go to heayen rather than to hell ? 
O^r Churph considers all who are old 
f pp^gh to be confirm^id, — certainly ?J1 of 
the ^e of sixto^n years^rrras old epough 
f^a to receive (he sacrament ; and sp they 
certainly »*«• If many ypung people are in 
the habit of neglecting the Lord^s Supper, 
their bad example furnishes no excuse for 
^Qu, and does not lessen your obligation. 
I)o you think that because you are young, 
you need not think (^ these things, but may 

* See tfae 11 2th Caoon. 
i6 
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lightly foUow yo«r own wills and ftnciM, 
ami tliat it will be soon enough to attend to 
rdigion when you are old ? But you may 
not live to be old. You may be cut off in 
the beginning oflife. If in the strength and 
confidence of youth you resolve to '* walk in 
" the ways of thine heart and the sight of 
'V thine eyes, know thou that for all these 
** thingsGodwillbringtheeinto judgment^'' 
The Scriptures exhort you to attend to re- 
ligion in the morning of your life : <^ Re- 
member now thy Creator in, the days of 
thy youth'/^ God has a right to the best 
of your days, and the best of your strength. 
Do not then su£^ the plea of youth to pre- 
vent you fiom ccnnplying with the dying 
request, the dying command, of yoiir cru^ 
cified Saviour. Do you say that youth is 
exposed to peculiar temptations? There 
is then the greats reason why you should 
seek for spiritual strength at the table of 
your Lord. You are old enough to under- 
staitd what religion is ; you are old enou^ 
to be s^isible of the difference between 
being happy or miserable for ever. -You 
have not then any excused for neglecting the 

'Eccles. ^i. 9* ' Eceles. xii. 1. 
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sacrament, and ytm cannot neglect it widi- 
out being guilty of disobedience to Christ* 
Again: women bfthepooreiC class, nrfaen 
they hare &miUes of childr^o, too generally 
make Ihis circumstance a pretext for alv 
salting themsdves fiom the Lord^s table. 
They say that their children burden then)' 
widi csoes, fret and ruffle dieir temper, 
and thus render them unfit for die sacra* 
ment. But do your fiunilies prevent you^ 
fi^m repenting and believing? If you 
repent and believe, you are fit to come* 
Your femilies do in fact furnish an ackli* 
tional motive to you for being religious^ and 
ought to make you anxious to draw dowh 
God^s blessing both upon yourselves and 
upon them. If they have been to you an oc- 
casion of sin, you must repent <^ such sin, 
and strive against it for the time to come ; 
and that you may strive successfully, seek' 
for spiritual strength at the Lord^s table/ 
Irritation of temper, and anxiety or careful- 
ness of mind are to be regarded as marks 
of human weakness, and must be prayed 
against, and striven s^inst. To suffer 
them to keep you iSrom the Lord's table, is 
as if a sick man should make his sickness 
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an wcuee for i^Ai^ing to apply to the 
phyaician^ la short, you are either fit to 
ecNiie to th^ Laird's t^]^ or un^t. If fit, 
you bftiKe-nothiiig to keep you fitou^ it. If 
unfit, you are living in m unchristian state, 
H state of con4e|nn^tion. And can ypu 
qiMetly mak? up yQur n^ind to continue i^ 
a state of condeKivation until you bav^ 
eeised to have c^Udren, oc until your &- 
Otttiea are gfown up ? The Scriptures re- 
present your children as a blessings Do 
Q9t make them a. pretext for disobeying 
God ; for n^^eqting yeur solvation. 

Fimtty, let me beg of you all to believe 
that it cannot be wise or safe to live in the 
q^Iect of an institution of Christ. Remem-« 
ber that you wa bonnd tq partake of ti\^ 
l^Qid^s Svppfpr, becaA^e Jesus Chrii^ ba3 
qommanded it ; ht^omae you act most ^mv* 
tjwakiullyif you neglect it ; because of the 
spiritual benefits which it is mt^ided to 
oMiv«y^ Remeinb? that nothing is qeces- 
nary to prqpsfce yqu for this ord^oance but 
4ii^ and r^p§i|ta«ceL; and that nQtbipg9 
goa^ly ppeaking, ought to ke^ you from 
it, but what, if persisted in, wiU ke^ you 
out of heaY^« If you profess and call 



4 



The Lor^s Supper. 183 

yourselves Christians, do not slight Ae 
Christian sacraments* If you believe that 
Christ died upon the cross for your sins, 
do not neglect to commemorate his death 
in the way which he himself appointed. If 
you acknowledge Christ w your master — 
if you call him Lord, Lord, refuse not to 
do the things that he says^. 

** AiBiQiig the nmny ei^cellsat treatiies on the 
Lord's Supper, pnkliiliM ^1 the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Ki^owledge^ I har4l3r know ^> 
which to give the preference. Perhaps the ^ Short 
*^ Introduction to the Lord's Supper^** by the apo- 
stoUeal B^hop WUpqni » fAtog^her Ibe ^oiosl useful. 
Waldo's *' Essgy on the Holy SacryineDt'' is writti^y 
with great jud^ent and piety^ and the remarks on 
the Communion Service are excellent. Bishop Gib- 
son's little book on this subject bears marks of the 
etvong sense, Jeemhig, and pastoral fidelity of its 
author. Arphbishop Synge's ^* Answer |o a)) Sair 
'' euses for not coming V> the Holy fiaeramenV' wd 
Bishop Fleetwood's Reasonable Communicant, are 
both written with great clearness, and are particu- 
larly calculated fbr removing the doubts of scru- 
pudous persons. 
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TRB CHltlStlAN PRtBSTHOOD. 

1 Cor. i?. 1. 

Lh a mtm so nceomt ffm^ as nfthe mmsters of 
Chgi^f imd 9t0akttrifi €(f ike mgOeries (^ God. 

!EiVEN among men who profess and caU 
themselves Christians, there are at all times 
loo many who require to be instf ucted in 
the religion which they profess ; and yet 
more, who stand in need of exhortation, ad- 
monition, and reproof. From whom shall 
diey receive such instruction, and admo- 
nition, but from the ministers of God? 
" How shall they hear without a preacher ?^^ 
Public worship too appears to tend greatly 
to the promotion of the glory, of God, and 
of the edification of man ; and the Chris* 
tian sacraments are acknowledged to be 
generally necessary to salvation. The pro- 
per celebration of public worship, however, 
requires the presence of some person re- 
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gularly appointed to lead and dbect the de- 
votions of the people; and the saciaments, 
having beai oidained by Christ himself, 
must be administered by men duly author* 
ized by him. From such considerations 
may b^ inferred the necessity of die office 
of the Priesthood. 

From the earliest ages, there appear to 
have been priests appointed to minister, for 
the people in holy things. For some time 
indeed the office was held by die head of 
each tribe or femily, or annexed to die dig^ 
^ity of king ; thus Melchisedec, the king 
of Salem, was also priest of the most high 
Grod. But whatever description of ioi&i 
was invested with it, the office appears to 
have extended over the whole world, so that 
as there has seldom been found a people 
without some reli^on, there has nurely 
existed any appearance of religion, without 
a distinct order of men set apart for its ser- 
vice, set apart ** to minister in the things 
" pertaining to God.^* Indeed such an 
order of men seems absolutely essential to 
any public exercise of religion. 

When the Almighty chose to himself a 
peculiar people to be the depositories of the 
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tratlu he Mt apart the viole triba of Leri 
to omuster ia holy things^ iav^stiDg ^th 
tke kigh office of the {mesthood Aaicn 
MidhiBMas. And our blessed Lofd, whm 
ftnanding fais Cbuick, agaiost which die 
gates of heU Will iiever juevail^ (kdauied his 
Apostles to bear chief audiority; ondin^ad^ 
dition to then appointed oilier ae»nty also, 
to tMch and preach the Go^id of salvation* 
And aovr that his religion is estaUiidbed in 
great part of the known worid^ thene does not 
appear to be leas oocasionfor a dbtinotoni^' 
of men to pmdi the Gospel to tb^ people ; 
to assist them in the intei^fietatipn of the 
Scnpiurea; to lead. and direct public.wor^ 
ahip; aftdiaiwve all, iQta<hniil members into 
die Church by Baptism ; and iift^ they am 
thus admittwl to adnuni^t;^ to them epi^ 
ritual sustenance in the Lord's Supper: tp 
mstf in sh^HTt, ^^ fus minisfers of Christ, aiK} 
** stowapds of the mysterief of God,'^ 

But who are thc^ who are to be con^ 
sideml as invested with t^iis sacred cha» 
Factor? Who ar^ to be r^^irded ^s the 
ministers and priests pf the Chjqsti^ dji^ 
penaati<»p ? Cm weis>uppcw Uw^ my Wui, 
who, without any aud|onty but bi^owq, sets 
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up hiaifldif as a pieachear of 1^ Gosfiel, h 
to be regarded as the minister of Christ ? 
When i&peho9m caused the fttal sofaiam in 
4^ Ghiuich of ^e Jewsi and made prieaiks 
4>f the lowest of <be pecfrle% were tlu^ to be 
regarded in the w»e lig^t with the piieats of 
God^s appointm^t ? And nov, when an^^ 
man, aetuated whfi$tj|er by zed, or by per- 
8<M2al vanity, or by a^y ot^^ mptiyes^ widi- 
out any r^ular ordination, constitutes him- 
self a preacher and teadbl^, is he imme- 
diately to be regarded as a minist^ of 
Christ, aj»d stewsurd of t^e i^ysteries of 
Gpd ? Has a^y one, who cbofi^Qa, power 
to administer the mixmy&at»f md to guide 
^ pvblic 4ev^oti<Wf of the pepj^? I am 
peisuad^, tfa^t you all ac^npwiodge the 
force of the apo9tolic$Ll rule; ^'No man 
'^ tal^th this honour unt^ hinisdif b!lftt he 
^< that is c^led of God, fis was Aftrpn^'^ 
l^anyof th@ $ielf-cojqp(tUuteid teachers are, 
I doubt not, men of sincere piety^ but 
pi^ idpne does not give them a right Co 
tf^e upon them thifrholy office. Personal 
pie^ and excellent quedificaitioiis of evfsiy 
dep^pticin w^ in our SftyicAU? in the 

MKiQ^3di.Sl. ■'Hftb.T.4. 
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-liiglKflt degite ; lor in him was no spot of 
sin, and *^ die Father gave not the Sphrk 
^* by measiue unto him:^^ but even he did^ 
not ent»r upon his ministry until he was 
butwatdly appointed to it. ^^ Christ glo- 
** rified not himself to be made a high 
priest; but he that said unto him, Thou 
art my Smi, this day hare I begotten 
tliee\^^ Men may bdieve that they have 
an inward call, but that does not give them 
a ri^t to exercise the office of the priest- 
hood, unkss it be aocompailied either by 
the power of woridng miracles, or by an 
outward appointment and ordination. The 
power of wwiring miracles has long siilcfe 
oeased to be conferred on men. An out- 
ward appointment or ordination appears 
dien to be necessary to constitute a minister 
of Christ, an ambassador and messenger 
of God; "for how shall they preach except 
" they be sent^f The question then is, 
What kind of appointment is vjalid ? The 
Church of England maintains, that ordina- 
tion by bishops is most agreeable to the 
practice of the Apostles, and to that of the 
Churches which itiey established ; and thdt 
'^ Heb. T. 5. . ' Rom. z. 15. 
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by nmas of auoh ordimt&on, the office of 
the piiesAiood has been deliv^ed down in' 
suoeeaskm from the times of the Apostle, 
indeed from Christ himself. 

JLet me lequest your attention to the 
fbUovring considerations. 

Whm our Lord gavehis commission to the 
Apostles, he said, '^ As my Fatb^ hiath sent 
u me, eiren so send I you ; and he breathed 
<^ on them, and said, Receive ye the Hdy 
^^ Ghost: Whosesoever sins ye remit, they 
^^ 'are ramtted unto them, and whosesoever 
" sins yie retain, they are retained*.^* The 
particidar office on which they were sent by 
him was, to preach the Gospel tb all people; 
to baptize them in the name of ibeFadier, 
Son, and Hdy Ghost ; and to administer 
the Eucharist. Our Saiviour adds, *^ And 
" lo I am with you always, even to the end' 
'* of Ihe w<Mid^^^ Does not this promise of 
our Lord imply the necessity of a coniimted 
succession in die ministry ? The Apostles 
ttemselves in the course of natui^ could 
not very long survive their divine Master; 
*^ they were not suffered to continue by rea* 
" sdn of dea^.'^ This promise of Christ's 

« John XX, 21, t$, . ' Matt, xxviii. «o. 
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pfesenee Hieiefom ^mA made, not to tbeffi 
alone, but to them and l^eir moeesaoib in 
the mtnistry to the end <^ time. 80 again^; 
« he that despisetfa you despiaeth me, and 
^* he that despiseth me despiseth him tilat 
'^ sent mev/^ This is not to be undetstodd 
of the Apwtka alone, but also of their suc- 
canom in aftaMigeft. 

Let us now consider in what manner 
the succession was continued. ^^ As my 
^« Father hath sent me,'^ says our Lord, 
^« em so send I you/' The poifipcar whidi 
he himself had to send labourefs into t^e 
vineyard, diat power hegave to his Apostles. 
And as Christ appointed them, even so 
they appointed or ordained other ftithAil 
men, to dim^t and govern the Churches 
which they founded, and ako to ofdJBin mm 
to the woiic of ibe mtaiistry . Thus we find 
St. Paul, who had himself in the exerome 
of his apostle^p ordained eldeia in etreiy 
dty, left Timothy at Ephesus, md Titus 
in Crete, witii powers sinrilar to those ex^ 
eveised by bishops now. 

We dispute not about the precise mean* 
ing of tfie woids dder, (or pvesbyter,) o^ 

t Luke X. 14L 
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bishop,, £»s they occur m file Ej^tles ad^ 
^dressed to thesdholy m^ft . What we m^a-^ 
tarn Irom these Epistles is, diat TimoAy 
and Titus receired from St. Paul the office 
and powa* 6f a bishop ; Ae power to or- 
dedn, and' to bear spiritua] authority in the 
Church of C9irist« Timodiy, for inManee^ 
^ is admonished to lay hands suddenly on 
**• no mah ; therefore, he had pow^ to or- 
^' dain ; and he is likewise adknonidbed not 
<* to receive an accusation s^nst an elder 
^ or presbyter but belbre two or three wit- 
** nesses; dierefore he had a judicial tfu-» 
" thority over that order. Directions are 
" given with respect to the deacons of die 
^ same Church; therefore, in die fii«t 
<^ Church of the Ephesians thei^ was a 
"bishop, with elders', (or presbyters,) and 
'* deacons under him*^.** 

From the early histoiy of the Churdi^ 
and ffom the writings of the primitive it« 
diers, we ihid that the same tniinner of &t^ 
dihatioh generally prevailed immediately 
after the times of the Apostles : Mid it teams 
to be clear, that for fifteen hmidrad yeais 
after Christ, wh$i only one or tw^ aeddeNtat 

^ Jones*8 Essay on the Church. 



19? The ChrifHan PtiesthoodL 

and trifling exceptions, there was no Chris- 
tian Church without a bishop, and that holy 
orders, hftve been handed down by epis- 
copal ordination to the present time. 

If howev^ the ministers of the Church 
of England are well and rightly ordained, 
then they are minivers of Christy and the 
various passages in the New Testament, re* 
lating tp the n^nisters of Christ, are appli«r 
cable to the clergy of our Church. And 
if this be so, they not cmly may, but ought 
to say to Ae people committed to their spi- 
ritual care, «« Let a man so account of us, as 
^^ of the ministers of Christ, and stewards 
^^ of the mysteries of God ;'^ they may and 
o^ht to say, ^* Obey diem that have spiri- 
^^ tual rule over you, and submit yourselves, 
** fixr they watch for your souls as they that 
" mint give account:" they then have a 
pght, though wilh all humility and self- 
abeaetmeit, toapply to thaooselves die words 
of Christ, " I am with you always, even unto 
^^ ^ ^id of the world : he that despiseth 
^^ you dei^^isedi me, and he that despiseth 
^ me doipiseth him th«| sait me,'' As 
IBM, in our p^t^nal character and deport- 
m^it, we can hardly be too bumble. The 
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sense of the nature of our office, cLi^<i of the 
awful respondibility attached to it, increase 
this feeling of - self-abasement, and induce 
us to exclaimi) Lord, who is sufficient for 
tibese things ! But still we must not suffer 
an affected humility to prevent us fit>m 
" magnifying our office,^^ from asserting its 
dignity, }ts claim to attention and respect. 
" My frifends, let me. beg of you to con- 
sider-well what has been said. I. speak not 
now oiF tho^e who have been brought up as 
dissenteni jfrom their youth ;- but I address 
you as members of the Church of England, 
&at Church which takes care of you from 
tbe cradle to the grave ; which baptizes you 
in in&ncy ; which confirms you when ar- 
rived at years of discretion ; which imites 
husband and wife in wedlock ; which miius- 
ter^ to you in sickness ; and which attends 
you with prayers and holy offices to the 
mansions of the dead. As sUch you were 
long since taught to submit i^ spiritual 
diing^ to your spiritual pastor^^^ der- 
gyman of the parish in which you re»de-» 
and must' recollect, that tiie sacked c^lce 
^hich he bieais hasa claim tayour respect on 
the authority of Cfadst himself; Theobedi- 

K 
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eaoe which you owe to Christ requires you 
to be present at the piMc jDunisteitioiis of 
your spirUual pastor^ and to receive with at- 
tention and respect 4e exhortations^ the ad- 
monitions* and ev^ the iqproofe, wW^ in 
the execution of his office, and at the peril 
pf his own soul, he feete it right to address 

to. you, . 

There are amon^ you but vwy few dis. 
senters ; and I trust tiiat none cMf yow wll. 
be seduced to desert your r^ular mmister 
for any ael^nstituted teacM. Bt|t,i^ 
way of caution, suflfer me to raaauid you, 
tiiat if what has beem above ssud be tr^ie, 
you cannot tiuis desert Wm, witiioW beii^ 

guilty of sin* 

No man of rig^t feeUng wijl quit the re- 

Ugion and worship of Ws f«6feti»ei«, th^ re^ 

ligion in whi<* be; has b^» borii and b«p4 

tized,^tod brought »ip»»mles8 heiasatisfied 

upon tiiorougb eqajvictiotf* after a tepg and 

<«arefiil enquiry* that its tenas of e<i«nm^ 

nion are unla^^. As good citizens too, 

you know that the C4i«upch of England is 

part of the GonstitutiDH of your country. 

The laws <rf tfee )and« k i* twe, f^^ every 

kind alkmfenfie to icmpnloUs cansciences; 
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but the acts of toleration and indit^nce 
are exceptions to a general rule ; and the 
religion whicfa you profess is the established 
national rdigion, which even on this ac- 
count ought not to be cha^iged or quitted 
without leasons of great weight This 
however I say by the bye* We claim re- 
spect to oiir offiee iai still hi^i« grounds 
---^om due (Obedience wfaadi you owe to. 
Christ. Respect I say to our q;ffice,; for we 
ask no reispect as men, beyond what our 
pefsoml characters noay be fairly entitli^ 
to. We acknovdec^e, that though invested 
with so high a commission, we srre men of 
like passions with you ; we acknowledge 
that '^ we have this treasure in earthen ves- . 
(«se]s* ;'^ tbatweare exposed to tbecommon > 
weaknesses and sins of our corrupted na« ' 
ture. Doubtless, we ought to strive <o 
be examples of holiness; and the know- 
ledge that our faults will do iiyury to 
the cause of rehgion, will give occasion 
to the €i9enii€» of the Lord and of his 
Church to blaspheme and speak reproach- 
fully, furnishes to. us a strong' additional 
motive for walking circumspectly. Still 

*«Cor. iv. 7. 
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our personal' defects and failings do not* 
set our flocks at liberty to treat with n^- 
lect or contempt the office whidi we bear*". 
And as in deserting your r^^lar minister^ 
you would be guilty of disobedience to 
Christ, whose authority he bears, so also 
would you be guilty of the sin of schism. 
The nature of the sin of Sc^sm is, I 
fear, in these days of laxity of principle, but 

^ The SGth Artide of our Chorch says, '^ Al- 
though ia the visible Church the evil be ever 
mingled with the good« and sometiines the evir 
have chief authority in the ministration of the' 
'' word and sacraments ; yet fbrasmnch as they do - 
" not the same in their, own name, l^ut in Christ's^ 
and do minister by his committion and authority, 
we may use thehr ministry, both in heariog the 
word c^God, and in receiving of the sacraments. 
" Neither is the effect of Christ's ordinance taken 
** away by their widcedness, nor the grace of God's 
gifts diminished firom such as by fidth and 
rightly do receive the sacraments ministered unto 
'^them; which be effBCtnal, because of Christ's 
institutbn and . promise, although they be minis- 
tered by evil men. Neverthdess it appertaineth 
to the discipline of the Church, that enquiry be 
" made of evO ministers, and that they be accused 
" by those that have knowledge of their offences ; 
'^ and fina&y bdi^ found gmlty, by just judgment 
'' be deposed." 
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litde considered or understood. We pray 
indeed in the Litany, to be delivered "from 
** heresy and schism/* but the spirit of the 
times we live in seems disposed to regard 
them as no sins, no evils at all. ' Schism 
however is represented in a very different 
light in the holy Scriptures. The word 
schism means division—^ division, a sepa- 
ration in the Church of Christ ; a breach 
of that unity, that oneness, which our Lord 
and his Aposded so earnestly inculcate. In 
the affectionate and pathetic prayer of his 
Church, our Lord says, " Holy Father, keep 
^< through tiiine own name those whom 
^* thou hast given me, that they may be one, 
" as we ape.-j-Neither pray I for these 
^* alone, but for them also which shall be- 
^* lieve on nae through their word ; that 
they all may be one ; as thou Father, art 
in me, and i in diee, that they also may 
be one in us ; that the world may believe 
" that thou hast sent me'.** 

Such was the esunest supplication, which 
our Lord offered up to God the Father for 
the peace' and unity of his Church. The 
Church, we know, is repeatedly styled the 

K 3 
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body of Christ, and in the passage jist 
quoted you see how anxious he was that 
his mystical body should not be rent, and 
divided, and torn asunder by schisms^ or 
divisions. The Apostles earnestly laboured 
to promote this object of die prayers and 
wishes of their divine Master. They en^ 
deavoured to impress upon iheir converts 
the necessity of harmony and peace and 
iunity; andto pmvent those divisions and 
dissensions in religion^ whidl human' pas^ 
sioqs and prejudices were likdy to occasion: 
Such divisions appear to have prevailed' t6 
a great d^ee in the Churdi of Corihth, 
where the people ranged thmiselves som^ 
under one teacher, some under another, a^ 
their fancy led them. St. Paul Anxiously 
warns th^ai, that sudi divisions were di^ 
rectly contrary to the spirit of true religion; 
and were the result of human passions, and 
of a worldly frame of mind. " Ye are yet 
" carnal,'^ says he, " for whereas therfe. is 
" among you envying, and strife, and divi- 
*' sions,'^ (or schisms,) " are ye not cdmal, 
*^ and walk as men,'' (as m^^ sinful men, 
rather than as real Chriistians ?) ^^ For while 
^^ one saidi, I am of Paul, aoid another, I 
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5* 9m, of Apollos, are ye not carnal" ?'^ In 
the same spirit he had addressed them a 
little before, *'Now I beseech you, brethren, 
^^ by the name of t(ie Lord Jesus Christ, 
^^ that ye all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you ; but 
that ye be perfectly joined together, rn 
«< the same. miiKl and in the same judg^ 
** merit"." So smxious was he to prevent 
such divisions, that those who occasioned 
Jjiem were to be marked by their fellow 
Christians as disturbers of the public 
]^eace of the Chmrch, and their company 
and society lo be> avoided. " Now I he- 
^/ seech you, brethren, mark them which 
M cause divisions and offences c6ntrai:y t6 
f * the doctrine which ye have learned, and 
*> avoid them V* It is, I trust, unnecesi^ry 
to kiy before you the many other passages 
to the same purport which occur in the 
£pistles of the Apostles ; I must however 
be permitted to direct your attention to part 
of the fourth chapter of tihe Epistle to the 
£phesians, where, after exhorting them to 
aideavour to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace," St. Paul goes on 

»lCor.iii.3>4« ■iCor.i.ia- • Bom. xvi. 17- 
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to enfi»rce this . eriiottation ^ by .saying, 
^^ There is one body, and onaspirit, even as 
(« ye aie called inonehopeof your.calliiig; . 
^' one Lord, one &]d)» <me bi^tism, one 
^^ God and Father of all, wisui is al^ve all, 
*' and through all, and . in : you all*"/' 
*' How many ones are here,^^ says an old 
writer, " to move the people of God to.be 
*^ one ! how unnatural is it for members of 
<^ the same body to be divided one:fix)m the 
other ! All the members of. the.Chutcii, 
the mystical body of Christ, have one and ; 
" the same spirit* . Why then should they 
'^ not have.one.heait jand:.one way, vi^en 
" they are taught and .led. by one Spirit? ^ 
'^ There is CHieXord, and that is the Loiid - 
^' Christ, whcMn we all ^wordiip and s^rve. 
^' And shall fellow servants differ, that have 
"' the same - Lord 2 . If there be but one 
feith, why should, we Bot be united therdn 
in. one judgment? There is one baptism, 
and: shall we, by our discords and divi* 
" sions, unbaptize ourselves, as it were, by 
" dividing from that body, into which we 
''^were baptized? Shall, not we be one 
** that have one God ? Shall. he be oyet - 
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'^ ys, and through us, and in us all, and 
'' should not this be an argument to pre- 
" serve peace and union among us?^^ In 
sh(Ht, to adopt the words of another writer^, 
who is mudi venerated by many of the dis- 
senters themselves, " A true Christian, that 
'' hateth fornication, drunkenness, lying, 
" peijury, because. they are forbidden in 
"the word of God, will hate divisions also, 
" when he well observeth how frequently 
" and vehemently they are forbidden, and 
" conc(M:d highly conunended and com- 
" nianded/^ 

The evil of schism, appears ferther from 
the evil, root from which it springs.^ I 
would not wiUingly give offence to any, 
and allow that it sometimes proceeds from 
a sincere though mistaken piety : too often 
however it has its origin in that spirit of 
pr^de, and self-conceit, which is so natural 
tQ sinful man ; that spirit which produces 
sedition and rebellions in the State, and dis- 
s^sion and schism iu; the Church. Reli- 
gion inculcates ^ humility, and meekness, 
and patience ; a peaceable obedience to 
the laws and established governnient ; and 
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a dutifiil submisfliOD in spiritual things to 
spiritual pMtora. Pride tells a man not to 
submit to any body ; and self conceit makes 
him think himsctf too wise to learn or be 
<iipected. United they dispose him to find 
iault with the established religion and go- 
vemm^it, and nourish in his bosom a 
proud factious spirit of insuboidinatk>n« I 
trust that you will gulird against this evil 
spirit. I speak not these things to reprove 
you, but^ as my beloved scms, I warn you. 
* Schism then appears to be sinfol in itself, 
and sinful in the origin from which it 
springs. It is also too likely to lead you 
into HEREST, or false doctrine. Themim»- 
4ers of the Church of England are pledged 
«h1 bound to teadi no doctrines at vari- 
ance with tiiose which are contained in heir 
Liturgy and Articles— contained in them 
as being the sense of hdy Scripture. The 
frequenters of a dissenting meeting-house 
^ave seldom a similar security, and are 
liable to be led wherever the preacher 
chooses to carry them. Many of thetiis*- 
senters pride tfiemsdves upon the unre^ 
strained licence of their opinions. Some of 
diem represent our Saviour to have been a 
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inape man, and deny that his deadi made 
Atomment for sin. Atid there lune, I betievey 
diasetiting teachers in these evil days of re» 
Jiuke and^blasphemy, whoeyen dispute th? 
divine authority of the Scriptures* A man 
{>os8ess6d ci naUirsd talent and feadinasis 
of tQAgue may easily uMike the worse ap» 
j)ear the better reasou) can ^easily give a 
^{)ecioits colourif]^ tp errcHieous doctime8» 
and ^ by fair words deo^ye the hearts of 
^^ the simple/^ .Men who earn their bread 
fay the sweat of dusir brow, cannot generally 
be supposed to be possessed of learning 
and ability sufficient to detect die errors 
and&lse reasomug of a icam. fluent in 
sqieech, and dble to pemwt die words: ^ 
Scripture, so as to give a seeming support 
to what beaaya.. Hence^ those who go to 
dissentii^ n^eetings are iq: danger of being 
caiTied abo^ with every wind of do^^ne^ 
tin at lengthy wearied and }Mi2»Bted by the 
many oppd^te ofrimons presented to ^exm 
they end in doubt) and quit religion alto^ 
gedier. A man who keeps stec^t to the 
form of sound wordS) which- he has bwp 
taught; who lives in quiet submission to 
the Church in which h^ has been baptiwd 
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and brought up, is in litde dang» of being 
led into error; and if he should err, much 
allowance is to be made for him. But a 
man who frequents sdiismatical conven- 
ticles, runs himsdf wilfully into dsCnger ; 
and if he should be led ^Way either by ir- 
r^ular zeal, or ^^ cunning craftiness," he 
has no one to blame but himself. Hid de- 
parture fix>m the feidi is his own wwk. 
His having become a heretic or an uiibe^ 
liever is to be imputed to his own love of 
irregularity, his own itcUng ears. ^^ The 
** time will come,*^ says St. Paul, " when 
*' th^ will not endiue sound doctrine; 
'* but after their own lusts shall they heap 
'* to themsdves teachers, havii^ itching 
"earsV' 

You lemanber akK> the warnings of St. 
Peter, and of St. Jude— "There shall be 
" false teachers, who privily shall bring in 
'« damnable doctrines, even daaying the 
" Lord that bought them. — And many 
" shall follow their pernicious ways." 
The former speaks of them as " despising 
" government ;<-^{»esumplubus are they^ 

' » Tito. iv. 3, 
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says he, ^^ sdf-willed, they are not afiaid 
^* to speak evil of dignities*/* 

My friends, think on these things. If 
you go at all to dissenting meetings-~ev€n 
though you may also go to church — ^if I 
say you go at ail to dissenting meetings, 
you do by so doing encourage dissent and 
schism ; you expose yourself to the danger 
of being led into false doctrine or heresy ; 
you act undutifuUy towards that Church in 
which you have been baptized, and towards 
the spiritual pastor, whom you ought to 
regard as ^* the minister of Christ, and 
** steward of the mysteries of Grod/* Be 
on your guard therefore against irregular 
teachers, who may unawares creep in; 
mark them which cause divisions and 
schism in the Church, and avoid them ; 
^* hold fast the form of sound words,** in 
which you have been instructed from your 
youth; and endeavour quietly ^*to keep 
'^ the unity of the Spirit in Ae bond of 
" peace.** 

* 2 Pet. iL 1, 2. and Jude 8. 

THE END. 

MAXJEtt, nunuit oxroMK 
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